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Back by popular demand 

Leekes discount card returns... 
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ILEEKES KITCHENS] 

All you would expect from a kitchen - and more... 


At iMkos wo uodorstand that a groat kitcKon is tho hub of your homo • orkd wo can transform your 
cooking and oatMig aroa into an onviabio culinary space that refiocts your personal tastes and fulfils the 
everyday needs of your household. 

From the natural beauty of solid wood to the cr>denieble appeal of modern high gloss, all our kitchens are 
absolutely unique and irdividually finished to your specification with each detail carefully considered and 
a place for everything. 

Conceived by eicperts at the forefront of design and technology, planned with state of the art 3D software 
and f^ed by qualified craftsmen, we believe that a kitchen from Leekes will truly exceed yoi^ expectations 
In every way> 


And right now with up to 60% off* selected kitchen cabinets, up to 20% off’ finishing touches and interest 
free finance* arvailable. your custom designed kitchen is more affordable than you think. 



■ Sheraton Mattonella Gloss Stone Slab I 25% Of F doored cabinets* 



lAPPUANCESl 


Take your pick from integrated and freestandng 
appliances from established brands icKluding 
Hotpoini. Neff. Caple. Stowes and Baumatic. 


IWORKTOP.SI 



ITHE compij*:te service] 

At Leekes, you can relax knowing that our 360* Complete Service means that our prefect managers 
will look after even the smallest details. 




CHOICE 

Ower eO Ititchenf pn dfflay indudng 
designs from Rotpunkt. Sheraton, 
Cosine and Charles Rennie MackintoeK 


DESIGN & PLANNING 

froo design, C'^tr'iaiinq and planning 
to ensure you gat the look you wvarvi 
at a price you can afford. 


INSTALLATION 

Your new kitchen will be fully profecl 
monoged and fitted by experienced 
professionals if required. 



r BUY NOW PAY 2013 I 

_ PLUS up to 2 years Interest Free Credit* ^ 


[Xirdble wodctope in granhe. silesione. wood, 
glass, maia and cortin add a sense of style to 
any kitchsn. as vwell as offering a practical Fnish 
for the busiest of households 


(SINKS & TAPS] 



Wide choice of adcktional featvres Indudng 
sinks, taps, handles, bar stools, vdno coolers 
and co>or<ftf\aiting countertop appliances • 
certain to add the hrul person^ touch. 
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THREE PEAKS CHALLENGE 
WITH A POIGNANT TWIST! 





WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 


Mr Stefano Susanna DVM, MRCVS 
Mrs Sonia Susanna DVM, MRCVS 


levs 


Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 

vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 

and identichipped all for only £51.06 

MAY OFFERS 

10% OFF all Rabbit examinations, neutering, 
vaccinations and dental treatment. 
FRONTLINE COMBO CAT & DOG 

buy 3 pipettes and get 1 Free 

Please check your pets vaccine card 
for their booster due dates. 


North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 


I - 

Ufculati ti 


THE REPAIR SHOP 

R>3iE 


REPAIRS f SPAHf ^ fUR WASHING " 
MACHINES COOKERS TUMBLE OR. 
FRIOGE/FREEZERS VACUUM CLEANER 

H MAKES HOTPOINT CRiOA 

CANDY HOOVFR /ANUSSI INDfSH 


B@oB^743388 




FORMER Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School pupil, 
Heather Jarvis, is part of a 
group of 16 students studying 
for sports sciences degrees at the 
University of Gloucestershire, 
who will be raising money for 
Help for Heroes by completing 
the Three Peaks Challenge - but 
with a twist. 

They will be carrying lib in 
weight for every member of the 
armed forces who have paid the ulti¬ 
mate sacrifice in the war in 
Afghanistan. 

With the death toll recently 
exceeding 400, the team were moti¬ 
vated to take on what will be an 
extreme challenge of strength and 
endurance to mark such a tragic 
milestone. 

On June 6-7, the team will be 
climbing Ben Nevis (Scotland), 
Scafell Pike (England) and Snowdon 
(Wales) within a 24-hour time peri¬ 
od, carrying around 251bs each, and 
looking to raise at least £5,000 to 
support Help for Heroes. 

Furthermore, to mark their 
respect for each life lost, every indi¬ 


vidual within the group will carry a 
Union flag throughout the challenge 
with the names of each soldier their 
weight represents (by agreement 
with the families concerned). 

This means that between them 
they will not only be carrying a com¬ 
bined weight of more than 4001b on 
their shoulders, but also the names 
of over 400 soldiers who have brave¬ 
ly fought for their country. 

So far, the team has managed to 
secure the support of the Air Cadets, 
who have pledged to help with 
transport, drivers and equipment, 
CirenStyle who are providing the 
Union flags, bottled water and first 
aid and the University of 
Gloucestershire, who are helping 
with publicity and fundraising. 

It is hoped that a piped band and 
helicopter from the rescue services 
will see the group off at each peak. 

If you wish to support them in this 
epic challenge, please donate at: 
www.bmycharity.com/h4hthreepeaks. 
If you are a company wishing to 
sponsor the team with your logo on 
their equipment please email: 
h4hthreepeaks@hotmail.co.uk for 
more information. 

Book festival 
starts with 
Gruffalo day! 

THE Cowbridge 
Book Festival pro¬ 
vided a real treat for 
children last 

Saturday (May 12) 
when the Gruffalo 
made a guest 
appearance. 

(See page 21 
for more details). 


FRANK LYMAN 

- DESIGN 

Spring/Summer Collection 

Special 20% 
Discount Day 

Thursday 24th May 


---BOUTIQUE - 

29 High Street, Cowbridge 

01446 772471 


LABOUR OFFERS 
COALITION DEAL 

- to independents 

THE next Vale Council looks set to be a 
coalition between Labour and the 
Llantwit Lirst Independents - although 
Labour will be the senior partner. 

(See page 9 for full details). 


The new Mayor and deputy are pictured by Mike Wilcock. 


Cowbridge’s new ma\;oral team 


unveiled! 


RIGHT: Coun Nicola Thomas (left) was elected 
as Mayor of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian on Tuesday (May 15). 
Her deputy mayor will be Coun Gwen Baty. 
Coun Thomas’ consort will be Coun Andrea 
Burges, and Coun Baty’s consort 
will be her son, Geraint Baty. 
(See next week’s GEM for more 
photographs of the mayor making). 






Hannah Jarvis (far right) and her 
companions about to tackle their Three 
Peaks Challenge for Help For Heroes. 
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It s time for the 

people to speak 


A ccording 

to a recent 
Government 
poll, if we had a 
general election 
now, half of Mr 
Cameron’s back 
benchers would lose 
theirs seats; high- 
profile MPs Clegg, 
Cable and Huhne 
would also lose 
their seats. 

All you get from 
Downing Street is, these 
poll results are to be 
expected midway 
through a term - but I 
think it is more than a 
mid term blip. 

They have done a 
marvellous job of alien¬ 
ating the British public 
from the Government. 

The Prime Minister 
trots the world stage pro¬ 
moting, democracy, free¬ 
dom and fairness - yet 
he denies his own people 


these same rights. He 
has now alienated the 
pensioners, the disabled, 
the sick - the people 
struggling to live day by 
day on benefits that he 
has slashed. 

You see ministers on 
television claiming that 
the mess left by Labour 
has got us into this mess, 
but it’s no better under 
Cameron. 

It is amazing that with 
one wave of his wand, 
he can find £10 billion 
for the IMF, he can find 
more billions to help bail 
out the EU; more mil¬ 
lions can be found to 
fund far away lands - 
yet he has no heart to 
help his own people - 
apart from the rich, by 
giving them tax breaks. 

I think its time for the 
people to speak; how 
about giving us a general 
election? 

D J Radford, 

Barry. 


Where has the 


money 

H ow can you 
explain the 
repeated 

statements of TV 
announcers, who 
constantly repeat 
the Government’s 
mantra: of course, 
there is no money 
around, so obvious¬ 
ly a lot of people 
must be made 
unemployed? 

Are these announcers 
employed to inform us, 
or to mislead us? Where 
do they think the money 
has gone? Surely it has 
not disappeared into thin 
air? 

Endlessly repeating 
that it has all just ‘gone’ 
seems a most suspicious 
statement, which sug¬ 
gests that economists do 
not know. Are econo¬ 
mists ignorant or dishon¬ 
est? 

One thing we all 
know, is that there is a 
lot more money around, 
because the Bank of 
England has been fol- 


gone? 

lowing a policy known 
as Quantitative Easing, 
of issuing more money. 

When I read the ‘Rich 
List’ in the Sunday 
Times, I learn that the 
Duke of Westminster 
now owns £7 billion, 
whereas, round about the 
time of the banking col¬ 
lapse, he only owned 
about £3 billion. 

Well, he is only one 
bloke, but there are quite 
a few like him, and that 
has accounted for £4 bil¬ 
lion, straightaway. 

We have a society 
which is founded on 
naked greed and deliber¬ 
ate neglect of the poor - 
but that is not really so 
bad, since a majority of 
the citizens voted for it 
as their preferred choice. 

But it appears that we 
also have a society 
founded on deliberate 
falsehood by educated 
but unscrupulous people, 
so perhaps those voters 
were being misled. 

N Westerman, 

Brynna. 


Oops, forgot the 
memory board! 

T he mobile memory clinic was set up in 
the main Llantwit Major car park last 
week (May 11). A large sandwich board 
announced the opportunity “to drop in if you 
are worried about your memory, we are here in 
the car park” ...Except that they weren’t - they 
had left, and forgotten to take the sandwich 
board advertising their presence! 

Sue Sanders, Barry. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous 
mail T ETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


VALE LDP NEEDS 
TO THINK BIG... 

on Llandow Newydd 


W HAT I don’t 

understand about 
this current draft 
LDP is the Vale Council’s 
willingness to build a large 
development of houses in 
a Special Landscape Area, 
for example with the St 
Athan Road candidate site 
in Cowbridge - but then be 
so rigid in its reluctance to 
consider the redevelop¬ 
ment of the Second World 
War airbase at Llandow, 
which is desperately in 
need of new life. 

Developers Persimmon and 
Barratt want to develop at this 
site and their proposed 2,000 
houses would certainly fulfil a 
proportion of the housing alloca¬ 
tion the Assembly says the Vale 
needs over the next 15 years. 


Personally, I still struggle with 
the 10,000 extra houses which the 
Assembly states the council needs 
to allocate sites for, especially 
due to recent economic times - 
but that’s another issue. 

To build at Llandow Newydd 
would certainly need a long term 
strategy and vision, but surely 
this is what this LDP process is 
all about? If done properly, this 
scheme would provide new 
homes, a relief road for 
Llysworney, new primary schools 
and even a train stop. 

This option makes far more 
sense to me than adding develop¬ 
ments onto existing towns and 
villages, which would spoil the 
landscape of these areas and put 
even more pressure on existing 
services, schools and infrastruc¬ 
ture. 

Has the LDP team completed a 
traffic survey in Cowbridge at 
peak times? Eor example, the 


roads leading up to the traffic 
light junction at Eastgate and St 
Athan Road would certainly not 
be able to cope with a possible 
extra 200 cars, as it is already 
chaos in the mornings and after¬ 
noons with parents trying to reach 
two primary schools and 
Cowbridge Comprehensive, as 
well as people commuting to 
work. 

Please can the Vale Council 
look at the bigger picture and lis¬ 
ten to residents when we say that 
schools and infrastructure could¬ 
n’t cope if extra housing develop¬ 
ments are added. 

Building in existing communi¬ 
ties may be the simpler and 
cheaper option, but that doesn’t 
make it the better one for the Vale 
as a whole. 

The Llandow Newydd scheme 
should at least be reconsidered. 

Mr N Brewer, 

Cowbridge 


Parking problems 
force townsfolk 
to shop elsewhere 


Priced out of airport 


O N the sub¬ 
ject of 
Cardiff 

Airport, I would 
like to totally agree 
with J Stroud (let¬ 
ters page. The 
GEM, last week). 

There are four of us 
due to fly from Bristol 
airport at a saving of 
several hundred pounds. 

This is an annual 
experience for me, as 
Cardiff Airport continues 
to price itself out of the 


market. One would like 
to support our local air¬ 
port, but at the end of 
the day it comes down to 
cost. 

I know of friends and 
people at work who also 
echo my annoyance and 
anger at the ‘ostrich 
mentality’ of Cardiff 
Airport management. 

What is most galling 
is that I live a few min¬ 
utes drive from the air¬ 
port! 

Carl Stillman, 

Barry. 


AIRPORT REPLIES 
TO CRITICISM 


I RARELY write 
to newspapers, 
but while every¬ 
one seems con¬ 
cerned with park¬ 
ing and the cattle 
market and other 
local issues in 
Cowbridge, I 
would like to add 
my views. 

The parking places 
along the High Street 
are substantially 
reduced, due to zig-zag 
lines, bus lane/stops 
and double yellow lines 
which force people to 
look and park else¬ 
where. 

The ability to park 
easily and convenient¬ 
ly, to nip in and out of 
local shops for every¬ 
day purchases, is vital 
to keep the shops going 
and not create deter¬ 
rents. 

The more problem¬ 
atic this becomes, the 
more people will avoid 
using their own local 
town and frequent 
shops elsewhere. 

The council, from 
what I can ascertain, 
owns the land the cat¬ 
tle market is on and 
leases it out. 

Why the council 
would want to sell a 
vital asset, seems 
short- sighted in the 
pursuit of making a 
fast buck. Once the 


land is sold, they can 
never get it back. 

The area in and 
around the cattle mar¬ 
ket could be tarmac-ed 
and have proper park¬ 
ing bays marked with 
a pay and display sys¬ 
tem. 

The revenue from 
that over the years 
would surely pay for 
itself and encourage 
shoppers and visitors 
alike? 

The lane at the rear 
of the the Bear Hotel 
(North Road) could be 
widened to provide 
better access to exist¬ 
ing outlets and encour¬ 
age more develop¬ 
ments and shoppers, 
instead of being almost 
hidden away. 

It could be extended 
and continued along 
the open green play 
area in front of the 
leisure centre and exit¬ 
ed almost opposite the 
entrance to the rugby 
ground. 

This could also 
relieve snarl-ups and 
congestion usually 
caused by double 
parking of vans and 
lorries delivering to 
the front of shops on 
the high street. 

Mrs V Morris, 
Cowbridge. 


I WAS pleased to 
see Mr John 
Stroud express¬ 
ing his desire to fly 
from his local air¬ 
port, and we wel¬ 
come his support 
and share his frus¬ 
trations (GEM let¬ 
ters, last week). 

We too agree that 
what is needed is the 
range of services and not 
improvements to access, 
and made this point to 
the National Assembly 
for Wales recently in our 
evidence to the Business 
and Enterprise 
Committee’s inquiry into 
airports and ports. 

However, I regret I 
must again refute a com¬ 
mon misconception. 
Airlines set ticket prices, 
not airports, and the air¬ 
lines base their decision 


on a variety of factors, 
including competition 
from other carriers, 
demand characteristics, 
the size of the operation 
from the airport, and 
profitability. 

Our charges are con¬ 
sistent with our competi¬ 
tors and Cardiff Airport, 
like most airports with 
surplus capacity, incen- 
tivise airlines to offer 
new and additional serv¬ 
ices. This factor does not 
inhibit route develop¬ 
ment opportunities at 
Cardiff Airport. 

We are not compla¬ 
cent and will continue to 
cite customers such as 
Mr Stroud, as evidence 
of the demand from the 
region, in our regular 
discussions with airlines. 
Steve Hodgetts, 
Planning and 
Commercial Director, 
Cardiff Airport. 


A MAN WITH 
RARE GIFTS 


I T is hard to 
grasp that Mike 
Meredith is no 
longer with us. All 
his fun and laugh¬ 
ter we will enjoy no 
more. I met Mike 
only in the later 
years of his life 
through the 
Cowbridge Physic 
Garden, which he 
joined as a Trustee 
in the early stages 
of the garden’s cre¬ 
ation. 

I only wish I had 
known him for a far 
longer time. People like 
Mike Meredith are rare 
indeed. 

Eull of fun and laugh¬ 
ter, always looking for 
the irony and pomposity 
in life and exposing it 
through humour. The 
ability to turn gravity 
into laughter and to 
change pessimism into 
optimism is a rare gift! 

As Hamlet says of 
Yorick, he was “a fellow 
of infinite jest, of most 
excellent fancy.” Yet 
one should not get the 
impression that Mike 
was just a mere ‘jester’. 

Eor two decades, he 
held the hugely respon¬ 
sible and pressurised 
post of Director of 
Public Relations for the 
National Coal Board in 
Wales, during the most 


difficult period in indus¬ 
trial relations in our his¬ 
tory. 

Prom the miners’ 
strike to pit closures, 
Mike was at the centre 
of events, explaining 
NCB policy to the 
nation. 

It was these skills, in 
retirement, which he 
brought to the newly- 
created Cowbridge 
Physic Garden. 

As our first chairman 
of the marketing and 
promotions committee, 
he ensured that the 
fledgling project was 
constantly in the public 
eye. 

Not a week passed 
without articles appear¬ 
ing in the local and 
national press. 

It is largely thanks to 
Mike and his work, 
especially during its 
early development, that 
the Cowbridge Physic 
Garden is known far 
beyond the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

All of us who knew 
or worked with M ik e 
Meredith cannot but feel 
a sense of great loss. 

We shall all miss him 
and his almost daily 
humorous emails which 
always put life into per¬ 
spective. 

Dan Clayton-Jones, 
Cowbridge Physic 
Garden. 


Clean up your 
dog’s poo!’ 


F or six years, 
I have been 
clearing dis¬ 
carded dog poo 
bags from an area 
behind my house; 
two weeks ago, I 
crawled into the 
undergrowth and 
picked 126 bags 
from the hedges 
and trees. 

I have contacted the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council asking for a bin 
to be placed at the bot¬ 
tom of the concrete path 
from Geraint’s Way, 
between Leoline Close 
and St Blethian Close, 


leading to the footpath 
that runs along the back 
of the houses of St 
Blethian and Wolffe 
Close, this being the 
worst affected area. 

Today, I walked along 
the footpath across to 
the Verlands, where dog 
walkers know there is a 
bin. 

If you own a dog, 
clean up after it - or 
don’t have one. 

The selfish, disgust¬ 
ing behaviour of dog 
owners using this area is 
sickening. 

Susan Biggs, 
Cowbridge. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 24) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

17 Thur 

04.47 

8.4 

17.13 

8.5 

18 Fri 

05.33 

8.6 

17.56 

8.8 

19 Sat 

06.13 

8.8 

18.33 

8.9 

20 Sun 

06.54 

8.9 

19.11 

9.1 

21 Mon 

07.27 

9.2 

19.44 

9.3 

22 Tues 

08.04 

9.1 

20.16 

9.2 

23 Wed 

08.36 

9.0 

20.51 

9.3 

24 Thur 

09.12 

8.9 

21.25 

9.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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COWBRIDGE CHURCH “ 
PACKED FOR SERVICE 

Uplifting 
farewell to 
man who 
loved town 


HOLY Cross Church, 
Cowbridge, was 
packed on Tuesday 
(May 15) for one of 
the most uplifting 
funerals of recent 
years, when Michael 
(Mike) Meredith was 
laid to rest. 

It is fair to say that 
most mourners left the 
church with a nostal¬ 
gic smile on their 
faces, after warm trib¬ 
utes were paid to a 
man who loved 
Cowbridge as much as 
he loved his native 
Shropshire, and who 
lived for the old-fash¬ 
ioned pleasures of con¬ 
versation and good 
company. 

The service was con¬ 
ducted by the Rev 
David Boult, with trib¬ 
utes read by Mike’s 
son, Giles, and by a 
former colleague, 
Wynford Emmanuel. 

The hymns were 
^The King of Love my 
Shepherd is’ and ^Be 
Thou my Vision’, and 
the reading from the 
Book of John was 
given by Robert Cope, 
who was a fellow 
member of the 
Cowbridge Charter 
Trust. 

Another Cowbridge 
friend, Ray Murray, 
read an extract from 
AE Houseman’s ‘A 



MIKE MEREDITH 


Shropshire Lad’. 

Giles Meredith 
spoke of how many 
friends his father had 
in Cowbridge, saying 
that a walk from the 
Broad Shoard to the 
Spar shop would take 
an hour, as Mike 
stopped to talk to peo¬ 
ple in the street. 

Mike was, he said, 
first and foremost a 
journalist, and was 
proud of when, as a 
young reporter, he was 
banned from 
Cheltenham Town EC 
by the club’s Scottish 
manager. 

He also spoke about 
his father’s eagerness 
to involve himself in 
projects in Cowbridge 
such as the Charter 
Trust and the Old Hall 
Gardens, and of his 


Jubilee celebrations 

AS previously reported in The GEM, the 
Cowbridge Jubilee celebrations will be marked 
at Old Hall Gardens/Physic Gardens and 
Church Street, on June 5, from 2pm-6pm. 

At 2pm, there will be a peal of bells; from 2-3pm, 
there is a showcase of community talent and activi¬ 
ties - art, craft, music, drama. Maypole dancing. 
Fairtrade community cafe and local information 
based in the college annexe. 

At 3pm, procession of alternative king and queen; 
street tea party - bring teacup, plate of sandwich¬ 
es/cake to share. 

If any artist, business or community group, would 
like to be involved or supply leaflets for the cafe, 
contact the Jubilee Steering Group at 
cowbridge.jubilee@gmail.com The event is being 
supported by The Quarterpenny Cafe and Basil’s 
Brasserie, 
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CLEANER for your home! 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
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01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 
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pride in joining the 
governors of 
Tynyrheol School in 
the Garw Valley, and 
in seeing how the 
school had developed. 

He said that he was 
grateful that the 
school’s headteacher 
and deputy head had 
attended the funeral. 

Wynford Emmanuel 
of the PR company 
Warwick Emmanuel 
revealed that Mike 
had been his first boss, 
more than 40 years 
ago when Mike was 
the press officer for 
the National Coal 
Board. He said that 
Mike had run a happy 
office, where a sense of 
humour and a love of 
conversation was 
essential. 

He had only worked 
with Mike for four 
years, but had stayed 
in touch ever since - as 
did so many others 
who had worked with 
Mike - and who 
returned for regular 
reunions. 

Mr Emmanuel said: 
“In those days, new 
recruits always had 
practical jokes played 
on them, and I still 
remember when Mike 
asked me to read a 
press release over the 
phone to the South 
Wales Echo. 

“It explained that a 
coal tip was to be lev¬ 
elled, and a layer of 
manure would prepare 
the ground for plant¬ 
ing grass to make the 
scene green again. 

“I suspected nothing 
until I found myself 
saying that the manure 
would be spread by 
50,000 chickens fiying 
in formation!” 

Mike’s son Giles 
revealed that Mike 
had another passion - 
jazz music - “Not 
Dixieland, but the sort 
of modern jazz that is 
difficult to listen to.” 

Well, the final 
moment of this funeral 
- and one which trig¬ 
gered those smiles - 
was a recording of jazz 
maestro Miles Davis, 
playing ^Milestones’ as 
the mourners left the 
church. 

It was an up-tempo 
foot tapping piece, 
with Miles improvising 
over the bass line and, 
to be honest, it wasn’t 
difficult to listen to at 
all!. PHILIP IRWIN 


TO celebrate and 
underline the 
Cowbridge Physic 
Garden’s Royal con¬ 
nections (HRH the 
Duchess of Cornwall 
is the Garden’s 
Patron), the Trustees 
have commissioned 
and installed a giant 
model of the corona¬ 
tion crown, crafted 
from willow by local 
willow sculptor 
Melanie Bastier (Out 
to Learn Willow). 

The sculpture 
reflects the famous 
Imperial State Crown 
that was remodelled in 
1937for the Queen’s 
grandfather. King 
George VI, and used at 


Crowning glory 
to Jubilee year 



Shock as dead 
horses are found 
dumped by the 
side of the road 


The Mike Meredith Memorial Crown in the 
Cowbridge Physic Garden. 


her coronation in 1953. 

The initiative was 
the brainchild of that 
wonderfully fertile 
mind, the late Mike 
Meredith. 

Sadly, Mike is no 
longer with us as he 
passed away before he 
could see his idea 
brought to life. 

In tribute to Mike, 
the crown is to be 
known as; ‘The Mike 
Meredith Memorial 
Crown ’. 

Hopefully, it will be 
a focal point in the 
garden this summer, in 
this the Jubilee and 
Eisteddfod year. 


WALKERS in a 
country lane near 
Cowbridge were 
greeted with a 
shocking sight, 
after four young 
foals were found 
dead - dumped in 
an area which is 
prone to fly tipping. 

The RSPCA is 
appealing for informa¬ 
tion after four dead foals 
were found piled on top 
of each other and 
dumped among rubbish 
in Pentre Meyrick. 

The horses, were dis¬ 
covered on May 4, and 
an RSPCA spokes¬ 
woman said that they 
showed no signs of 
decomposition, which 
suggested they had only 
recently been dumped. 

She said: “The horses 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


were not emaciated, and 
there were no visual 
signs of cause of death, 
though blood was spot¬ 
ted on the lower part of 
one foal’s leg, and 
another had blood visi¬ 
ble in its mouth.” 

She added: “:The 
area, a well-known fly 
tipping area, had no 
other horses in the vicin¬ 
ity, and it has been estab¬ 
lished that the bodies 
were not awaiting col¬ 
lection for disposal.” 

RSPCA inspector 
Christine McNeil said: 
“With no other evidence 
it is difficult to tell 
exactly what has hap¬ 
pened to these young 
foals and we are appeal¬ 


ing for anyone with 
information to call us. 

“Although the horses 
may well have died from 
natural causes or been 
put to sleep for a legiti¬ 
mate reason, the fact that 
they are all seemingly 
healthy young foals does 
arouse some suspicion 
as to their cause of 
death. 

“Added to this, of 
course, is that dumping 
horses illegally is not the 
right thing to do. As a 
responsible horse owner, 
you must be prepared to 
pay for your dead ani¬ 
mals to be disposed of 
correctly and responsi¬ 
bly, using the appropri¬ 
ate services.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion should call the 
RSPCA's 24-hour 
helpline 0300 1234 999. 


Mayor hands over 
cheques to charities 


Duck race and 
summer fayre at 
Y Bont Faen 


Y BONT FAEN 
PTA is organising 
its annual Fathers 
Day duck race on 
June 16 at 12 noon 
from the Filco 
bridge, Cowbridge. 

In addition, it has 
asked Fred’s Flying 
Circus to visit the 
school. The children 
will have a circus school 
day when they arrive - 
when the whole school 
can participate in circus 
and magic skills. 

On June 15 a group 
of children will be 
taught acts to perform in 
a live show at 7pm 
before an audience of 
200 people! Tickets will 
cost £6 and can be 
bought online at: 
www.ybontfaen.com. 

There will be a BBQ 
from approx 6pm and 
refreshments throughout 
the evening. 

Fred and his daughter 
Chi Chi China will 
coach two more groups 
for the matinee and 
evening performances 
on June 16. 

The Fathers Day duck 
race at 12 noon from the 
Filco Bridge will finish 
by the bridge at Twt 
Park. Everyone is then 
invited back to Y Bont 
Faen for the summer 
fayre, with stalls, 
games, bouncy castle 
and craft stalls. 

There will be a rock 
shop (fossils and gems) 


and other merchandise 
to purchase, along with 
a Jubilee tea and cake 
shop. There are many 
prizes to be won and 
some of the sponsors 
will be selling things 
specifically relating to 
them (the bear stall will 
be sponsored by The 
Bear Hotel, 

Cowbridge) I 


THE Mayor of 
Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian, Coun 
Andy Banks, pre¬ 
sented cheques to 
his two chosen 
charities on May 8 
at Cowbridge Town 
Hall. 

Wales Air Ambulance 
and Marie Curie Cancer 
Care each received a 
cheque for £1,000 
thanks to the money 
raised by the monthly 
coffee mornings and the 
charity concert at the 
end of January. 

Karen Jones, from 
Marie Curie, said: “On 
behalf of all the patients 
at the hospice, I would 
like to thank the Mayor 
for choosing us as one 
of his charities”. 

The Mayor said: “I’d 


like to thank everyone 
who made this possible, 
who turned up and 
helped and gave not just 
their time and effort, but 
also their money to help 
these two causes - time 


and time again - in 
these difficult economic 
times. 

“Let’s hope together 
we’ve made things a lit¬ 
tle bit better some¬ 
where.” 


Choir looking for 
new members 


THE lovely old 
church of St Crallo 
in Coychurch was 
the setting for the 
annual concert of 
the Mid- 

Glamorgan Choir 
on Saturday May 
12 . 

Led by Musical 
Director Norma Ridout, 
with Marina Hilliard the 
accompanist, the choir 
gave a varied pro¬ 
gramme including works 
by Beethoven, Karl 
Jenkins and John Rutter. 

Also on the pro¬ 
gramme was the 
Deuwad Arddunol, a 
flute and piano duo from 
Gilwern near 

Abergavenny. 

They delighted the 
audience with a mixed 
programme including 
the theme from the film 
The Mission by Ennio 
Morricone, as well as 


pieces by such com¬ 
posers as JS Bach and 
the British composer, 
Cecilia McDowall. 

The evening was mas¬ 
terfully compered by 
Geraint Hopkins, him¬ 
self an accomplished 
musician, but whose 
sense of humour had the 
audience in stitches! 

Established as a 
mixed choir in 1979, the 
Mid-Glamorgan Choir 
has been successful in 
attracting new members 
in recent years, mainly 
of the female variety. 
Additional new male 
singers would be wel¬ 
come at any time! 

Whatever your gen¬ 
der, if you are thinking of 
joining a choir, get in 
touch with Louise Baker 
on 01656 667451 or 
Leila O’Hagan on 01656 
667095. 

Tim O’Hagan 


Iron Lady on the 
Big Screen 

BIG SCREEN’S next presentation is The 
Iron Lady (Cert 12A) which will be shown 
on Thursday, May 24 at 7.30am in the 
Town Hall, Cowbridge. 

Margaret Thatcher (Oscar and BAFTA winning 
Meryl Streep) talks in her dotage to her recently 
deceased husband Denis (Jim Broadbent) trying to 
reconcile his death with scenes from her past life 
from her childhood in Grantham to her resignation 
as PM. 

Doors open 7.10pm: Tickets £3 (available in 
advance from the Town Clerk’s office, or on the 
door). 


Myths and 
legends day 


ON Friday May 4, 
pupils in year-5 at 
St David’s Primary 
School, Colwinston, 
held a special myths 
and legends day. 

The children dressed 
up as their favourite 
characters and held a 
special drama and 
story telling day. 

Class teacher, Mrs K 
Anthony, was 


impressed by the 
efforts the children had 
gone to in making it 
such a special day. 

Their drama presen¬ 
tations were brought to 
life by their imagina¬ 
tive costumes and cre¬ 
ative role play. Year- 
5’s efforts were 
rewarded by a party at 
the end of the day. 

KA 
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Jubilee joy at Y 
Bont Faen school 



ABOVE: 

YBont Faen pupils transformed junk into a Jubilee Fleet. 


THE Y Bont Faen 
family have again 
proven their cre¬ 
ativity knows no 
bounds! 

The school Textile 
Club, run by both Mrs 
Hayman and Mrs 
Moilings, rose to a chal¬ 
lenge set by Mr Griffiths 
- to make junk into 
something truly Jubilee- 
isious! 

The school entered 
the ‘Start Imagining’ 
competition, a new pro- 


New 

headteacher 
IT has been 
announced the new 
headteacher of 
Llangan School is 
Mr Steve Williams, 
who has been deputy 
head for some time 
and is popular with 
the children and 
members of staff. 

Mr Williams will take 
over his duties as head in 
September, following 
the retirement of the 
present very popular 
head, Mary Noyes. 

Jubilee 

beacon 

ST MARY HILL 
Church and communi¬ 
ty will hold a barbecue 
and authorised beacon 
(with fireworks) to cel¬ 
ebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee at the 


gramme designed to 
encourage everyone to 
get creative at schools, 
youth centres, libraries, 
at home - there’s space 
for imagination every¬ 
where! 

The focus is on inven¬ 
tive ‘upcycling’, helping 
to transform junk such 
as empty cereal packs 
and broken plastic beads 
into fabulous craft, art 
and stylish, special 
things. 

Start Imagining is run 
by Start - a sustainabili- 


former St Mary Hill 
Fairground on June 4 
at 7pm. 

Off road parking is 
available; the cost is £7 
for barbecue, or free 
entry and snacks from 
£ 1 . 

Tae Kwon Do 

ANYONE interested in 
learning Tae Kwon Do 
and self defence kick 
boxing can go along to 
Treoes Community 
Hall on Thursday 
evening and join in the 
Tae Kwon Do classes. 
Ages from six years 
upwards. The teacher 
is Steve Tottle. 

Get well 

GET well wishes go to 
Mrs Iris Groom of St 
Mary Hill, who has 
been admitted to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. 


ty initiative inspired by 
HRH The Prince of 
Wales. 

After brainstorming 
and designing, the chil¬ 
dren set to work and cre¬ 
ated a flotilla of the Y 
Bont Faen Jubilee Fleet, 
made entirely from recy¬ 
cled and up-cycled mate¬ 
rials. 

These were then 
judged by a panel of six 
creative experts in 
London, including 
Joanna Foster CBE and 
the chair of the Craft 
Council, Angela Griffin, 
actress, and Mister 
Maker from CBBC! 

The school is really 
proud to announce that 
its fantastic fleet was 
awarded first prize! 

A group of children, 
along with Mrs Hayman 
and Mrs Rollings, have 
been invited to London 
to accept their award. 

We are so so proud of 
them and on behalf of 
everyone at Y Bont 
Faen, we want to say 
congratulations - llongy- 
farchiadau - you’ve 
made us proud! 

This is such a busy 
term for Y Bont Faen, 
with the rugby team 
playing at Cardiff Arms 
Park, Only Kids Aloud 
coming to sing with the 
children and develop our 
choir, in readiness for 
the opening gala per¬ 
formance at this year’s 
Eisteddfod - and our cir¬ 
cus, which everyone is 
invited to buy tickets to 
attend. 

Da iawn Y Bont Faen! 

MG 


The Competition 
Commission make a 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


decision on Lafarge 


THE Competition Commission 
has approved the proposed joint 
venture between Lafarge’s UK 
operations and Tarmac. 

Local MP Alun Cairns has been 
informed that the proposal does not 
directly affect Lafarge Cement Works 
in East Aberthaw. 

The approval is subject to a number 
of conditions which both Lafarge and 
Anglo American are confident can be 
met. The combination of the two busi¬ 
nesses is expected to deliver improved 
logistics, and increased operational 
efficiencies. 


Mr Cairns said: “I understand that 
the approval of the proposed merger 
between Lafarge and Tarmac will 
position the new company as a mar¬ 
ket-leading UK construction materials 
company in the supply of cement, con¬ 
crete, aggregates, asphalt and con¬ 
tracting services. 

“Fve been assured that the joint 
venture will not affect Lafarge 
Aberthaw Works directly, though will 
mean changes internally in the compa¬ 
ny. That process could take until the 
end of the year to complete. ” 


Old Hall Gardens craft 
fair adds something 
extra to festival week! 


Photographs by 

MIKE WILCOCK 

AS the Cowbridge 
Book Festival 
began with a day 
devoted to chil¬ 
dren’s reading 
(see page 21), a 
craft fair staged 
in the Old Hall 
Gardens helped to 
add to the atmos¬ 
phere in the town. 

The event, sup¬ 
ported by the 
Vale Council’s 
rural regeneration 
team, Creative 
Rural 

Communities, 
brought a wide 
range of local 
crafters and 
artists to the town 
to display their wares. 
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Town councils tell two 
different stories in 
Llantwit and Cowbridge 


THE town councils 
that have been 
elected in 

Cowbridge and 
Llantwit Major tell 
a very different 
story when it comes 
to assessing the 
strength of local 
democracy. 

In one town, Llantwit, 
there was a real fight for 
seats, with every ward 
contested and disap¬ 
pointed candidates left 
licking their wounds. 

However, in 

Cowbridge with 

Llanblethian Town 
Council, there was no 
election at all. 

In every single ward, 
the candidates who put 
themselves forward 
were all guaranteed a 
place on the council well 
before election night. 

Every single ward 
was uncontested and, in 
fact, there are still five 


S EVERAL of 
the members 
attended the 
GFWI Spring 
Council meeting, 
held last month in 
Barry Memorial 
Hall. 

Later the same day 
was our monthly craft 
evening, where mem¬ 
bers enjoyed ‘sugar- 
craft’ , led by Jill 
Watkins. 

A number of mem¬ 
bers attended the flower 
arranging meeting at 
Federation House to dis¬ 
cuss forthcoming cours¬ 
es, resulting in mem¬ 
bers signing up for one 
of the three options; 
‘Flowers in the Home’, 
‘Flowers for Special 
Occasions’ and the 
‘Demonstrators’ course. 
We look forward to 
starting our flower 
courses in the near 
future! 

Our monthly mem¬ 
bers’ meeting was held 
on Tuesday, May 1, and 
the speaker was Joyce 
James. 

Joyce gave a very 
interesting talk on the 
‘History of Nursery 
Rhymes’. 

She reminded us of a 
number of popular nurs¬ 
ery rhymes (and we sur¬ 
prised both Joyce and 
our fellow members by 
remembering all the 
words to most of those 
she mentioned!) 

She explained the his¬ 
tory behind them, which 
was fascinating, and dis¬ 
pelled some of the 
myths regarding their 
origins too. 

At our May meeting 
we usually have a fish 
and chip supper, howev¬ 
er, this year we broke 
with tradition and had a 
buffet supper instead. 

A beautiful spread 


vacant chairs for coun¬ 
cillors, as only 12 candi¬ 
dates stood, when the 
town has a complement 
of 17. 

In contrast, in 
Llantwit Major, which 
has 14 councillors, a 
total of 25 hopefuls put 
themselves forward - 
meaning that 11 were 
doomed to disappoint¬ 
ment. 

Looking at some 
smaller local community 
councils, it appears that 
Cowbridge is the odd 
one out. 

In Wick, 12 candi¬ 
dates contested seven 
seats, and in Peterston- 
super-Ely, 11 contested 
eight seats. Similarly, in 
Langan, nine candidates 
contested six seats. 

Cowbridge will now 
have to try to fill its five 
vacant seats by inviting 
people to come forward 
and be considered as 
‘co-opted’ councillors. 


was prepared by Jill 
Watkins, who was duly 
thanked for all her 
efforts; and the buffet 
was certainly well- 
appreciated by all those 
present! 

Following on from 
the buffet came the 
business section of the 
meeting. The minutes 
were read by the secre¬ 
tary, Jane Exell, agreed, 
and signed by the presi¬ 
dent, Novello Peters. 

Information was 
given regarding local 
and federation forth¬ 
coming events. 

Numbers were finalised 
for our trip to Denman 
College in August, and 
members were reminded 
of our patchwork work¬ 
shop day on May 12. 
Final details were given 
for our visit to Glyndwr 
Vineyard on Tuesday, 
May 15. 

Members were also 
reminded that our next 
craft evening will be on 
Wednesday May 16, 
when we will be 
attempting to make ‘a 
duck’ (in any craft), for 
the WI Show in July. 

Next, the members 
discussed the WI resolu¬ 
tion, which calls for the 
employment of more 
midwives, and all mem¬ 
bers present voted in 
favour of the resolution. 

Our next meeting will 
be on Tuesday June 5, at 
7.30pm in Penllyn 
Village Hall, and our 
speaker will be Sue 
Cocks, talking about 
‘Reflexology’. 

We meet on the first 
Tuesday of every month 
(except August), new 
members welcomed. For 
further information call 
Novello (01656 674191) 
or (Marjorie 01656 
647115). MN 


I by PHILIP I 

I IRWIN I 

Fresh elections will 
not be called. If five 
people come forward, 
they will sit on the coun¬ 
cil. If more than five 
come forward, a com¬ 
mittee of existing coun¬ 
cillors will choose 
which five.. 

In Cowbridge’s case, 
the problem could be 
that five councillors 
stood down, and it is 
possible that new candi¬ 
dates did not realise that 
they were doing so, and 
therefore passed up the 
chance to stand. 

Last year’s mayor, 
Coun Andy Banks, is 
one who has stood 
down, as have Len 


THE decision to 
introduce a creative 
writing competition 
into this year’s 
Cowbridge Book 
Festival has proved 
to be an unprece¬ 
dented success. 

All three categories, 
which included a poetry 
writing competition for 
primary schools, a narra¬ 
tive/descriptive task for 
secondary schools and 
an introductory chapter 
of a short story in the 
adult category were very 
well supported and pro¬ 
duced some excellent 
pieces of writing. 


COLWINSTON, 
Llandow and 
Llysworney recently 
said farewell to 
their retiring 
Rector, Rev Canon 
Peter M Leonard, 
who had served the 
parish for 16 years. 

Parishioners gave 
him a surprise lunch in 
Colwinston Village Hall 
were about 120 resi¬ 
dents gathered to cele¬ 
brate his birthday and 
retirement. He said it 
was the “biggest sur¬ 
prise of my life” when 
he walked in and saw 
everyone. 

After a buffet lunch 
of ham, quiche, salad, 
wine and ‘low calorie ’ 
desserts, Gareth Jones 
of Colwinston gave a 
resume of Peter’s min¬ 
istry. 

Sally Harrop of 
Llandow presented him 
with a birthday cake, 
Pamela Haines of 
Colwinston presented 
Tyann with an orchid 
and Jeremy Rawlings of 


Taylor, John Wilks, 
Brian Gibbon, and Peter 
Knapp. 

One significant dif¬ 
ference between 

Llantwit and Cowbridge 
is that Cowbridge tries 
to be non-political. 
Candidates do not 
declare their allegiance 
to a party, and decisions 
in council are not taken 
on party lines. 

Llantwit Major, how¬ 
ever, is fiercely political. 
Eight years ago, it was a 
mix of Labour, 
Conservative and inde¬ 
pendent councillors, but 
that changed four years 
ago, with the creation of 
the Llantwit First inde¬ 
pendents. 

This year, the 


Indeed, it made the 
task of judging the 
entries and awarding the 
prizes extremely diffi¬ 
cult. 

The enthusiastic 
response from a large 
number of Vale primary 
schools is an encourag¬ 
ing indication that chil¬ 
dren love to write about 
things that continue to 
fascinate them and it is 
an added bonus of that 
opportunity comes in the 
form of a poem, which 
allows most boundaries 
to be broken and where 
the enjoyment of rhythm 
and sound is pivotal. 

The quality of narra- 


Llysworney gave Peter 
a rose tree for his new 
garden. It was a 
‘Rambling Rector’ (no 
relation!) and it was 
hoped that it would 
remind him of his time 
there. Finally, Gareth 
presented him with a 
cheque and a card. 

On May 6, Canon 
Peter conducted his last 
services in the three 
churches; Llysworney 
celebrated with guitar 
playing and singing 
during the service, and 
wine after the service; 

Colwinston’s occa¬ 
sional choir sang three 
pieces, including ‘May 
Each Day of your Life 
be a Good Day ’, and 
Llandow gave a 
PowerPoint presenta¬ 
tion of the highlights of 
Peter’s ministry. 

“We wish Peter and 
Tyann much happiness 
in their new home in 
Llantwit Major and look 
forward to the house 
warming party in the 
near future, ” a 
spokesperson added. 


Llantwit Firsts contested 
every seat, and swept the 
board, taking all 14! 

Labour and 

Conservative candidates 
were out in the cold, 
after a night which 
leaves the council tread¬ 
ing new territory. 

The requirement for a 
town councillor is that 
they should live within 
three miles of the coun¬ 
cil area as the crows 
flies. 

Who knows, perhaps 
one or two of those 
defeated Llantwit candi¬ 
dates might live within a 
three-mile radius of 
Cowbridge? 

If so, they could 
always apply to join 
Cowbridge! 


tive and descriptive writ¬ 
ing in the entries from 
secondary schools was 
outstanding and it has to 
be said that in this cate¬ 
gory, Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
stole the show with 
entries which were stim¬ 
ulating and well struc¬ 
tured, yet again indica¬ 
tive of the wealth of tal¬ 
ent that exists within our 
schools. 

The final category, the 
adult section of the com¬ 
petition, produced a 
wonderful response 
from a large number of 
talented writers. 

The task, to write the 
introductory chapter of a 
short story within 750 
words, proved to be a 
popular choice among 
the writing fraternity. 

With nearly 30 entries 
to choose from, selecting 
three winners was chal¬ 
lenging. 

What impressed the 
four judges engaged in 
this task was the breadth 
and variety of writing no 
less than the sophistica¬ 
tion of style. 

A final decision to 
award a joint third prize 
was made because of the 
very high standard of the 
entries. 

I would like to thank 
all of the participants in 
this competition, first for 
entering and secondly 
for giving us such pleas¬ 
ure from your entries. 

I would also like to 
thank the panel of judges 
who entered into the 
spirit of the competition 
enthusiastically and 
worked hard to ensure 
its smooth running. 

One final and very 
important point, the 
results will be 
announced during the 
festival. 

Vivienne Charlton 


News from Penllyn 
& District WI 


Creative ’writers 
excel in competition 


Parishioners 
bid farewell to 
retiring Peter 


LOCAL SCULPTOR’S 
LARGER THAN LIFE 
SPORTING STATUE 



by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

A LLANTWIT 
MAJOR sculptor 
has just unveiled 
his latest commis¬ 
sion - a statue of 
Fred Keenor, the 
captain of Cardiff 
City in 1927, when 
they won the FA 
Cup for the only 
time in the club’s 
history. 

The statue is now 
almost ready to be sent 
to the foundry, where it 
will be cast in bronze, 
ready for its installation 
outside the Cardiff City 
Stadium in August. 

For Roger, it is the 
second time he has been 
selected to create a stat¬ 
ue of a major sporting 
figure. 

His bronze of Sir 
Tasker Watkins, VC, is 
now a familiar sight out¬ 
side the Millennium 

Cowbridge 

and 

District 

bridge 

THE latest results for 
bridge clubs in the 
Vale are: 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club night, April 
30 (17 pairs): First - Sue 
Norris and Su 
Summerhayes, 63.54 per 
cent; Second - Margaret 
Bancroft and Barbara 
Easterbrook, 60.74 per 
cent; Third - Marion and 
David Stephenson, 54.01 
per cent; Fourth - 
Margaret Gough and 
Mary Lougher, 53.44 per 
cent. Fifth - Muriel 
Mashn and Joan Bird, 
52.56 per cent; Sixth - 
Ray Smith and Gwynne 
Maddox, 50.65 per cent. 

Next Meeting will be 
on Monday May 14. 

Cowbridge and 
District Bridge Club 
(Llanbleddian), May 1 
(15 pairs): First - 
Glenda Roberts and Amy 
Owen, 65.83 per cent; 
Second - Mary Thomas 
and Dennis Barker, 

61.74 per cent; Third - 
Mearle Owen and 
Debbie Rosevear, 61.67 
per cent; Fourth - 
Barbara and Colin 
Easterbrook, 58.33 per 
cent; Fifth - Anne 
Thomas and Pauline 
Lane 53.75 per cent; 
Sixth - Pat and Brian 
Swain, 53.33 per cent. 

May 8 (15 pairs): First 

- Anne Hughes and Teri 
Pollard, 62.50 per cent; 
Second - Ann Miller and 
Judy Springett, 60.23 per 
cent; Third - Glenda 
Roberts and Amy Owen, 

53.75 per cent; Fourth - 
Rita Williams and 
Marian East, 53.33; Fifth 

- Debbie Rosevear and 
Mearle Owen, 52.92. 

The next Friday 
afternoon meeting is 
May 18. 

Brian Swain and 
Marian East 


Stadium, and anyone 
walking along Westgate 
Street cannot fail to 
notice it. 

The Fred Keenor stat¬ 
ue has been paid for by a 
fundraising campaign 
organised by Cardiff 
City fans. So far, 

£71,000 has been raised 
towards the target of 
£85,000. 

As is clear from the 
photograph, the Fred 
Keenor statue is larger 
than life - one-and-a- 
half times life size. 

Roger told The GEM: 
“When I made the 
Tasker Watkins statue I 


produced a three-foot 
final version in clay, and 
this went to the foundry 
where it was ‘upscaled’ 
to life size. 

“I had to travel to the 
foundry to make the 
final adjustments. 

“This time, I was 
keen to do all the work 
in Llantwit Major, so I 
rented space and have 
produced the final ver¬ 
sion in clay so that peo¬ 
ple can see it before it 
goes off to be cast.” 

Anyone interested in 
supporting the appeal 
can contact David 
Craig, the project man- 



free goody bogs for every bride. 
Complimentary canapes 
and drinks on arrival.^' 


OPEN FROM 11am TO 4pm 
FOR FURTHER DETAILS 
CALL US ON 

01495 238425 
,07958 050171 

info @ cjweddingfayres.co.uk 

i \ 

www.cjweddingfayres.col ^uk 


pm _ 
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lOOth birthday is celebrated and 
says - was the best day of my 

PHOTOGRAPHS by 

CHRIS PERRY 



TWO HUNDRED people gathered on a 
sunny Sunday afternoon in Llysworney to 
celebrate the 100th birthday of Edith 
Williams, fondly known as ‘Nan’ by her 
family, friends and the village. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns joined the celebrations and 
gave a few words of congratulations, but was 
upstaged by family members with Royal family 
masks delivering ‘The Telegram’. 

Old Spice - Llysworney’s own barber shop quar¬ 
tet - entertained with songs from across Nan’s life¬ 
time. 

Her great grandchildren, with whom she lives, 
each spoke humorously about their fond memories 
of a remarkable lady. 

Nan’s grandson, Richard Cooper, who now lives 
in Jersey, had written to a number of whisky compa¬ 
nies explaining that her longevity was not only due 
to her strong Christian faith, but her ‘cup half full’ 

(of whisky!) attitude. 

Many of the companies obliged and wrote and 
sent cards, some of which Richard read out to the 
amusement of the party goers! 

Laphroig and Famous Grouse whisky companies 
both personalised bottles for her and she now has her 
picture on the Laphroig Facebook page with over 
1,500 likes! 

Telegrams also arrived from the Queen, Iain 
Duncan Smith MP, Cheryl Gillan MP and the First 
Minister, Carwyn Jones AM, which were all read 
out. 

Milhe, one of her great grand daughters, then sang 
a song especially composed for the occasion. She 
also led a community hymn sing-song, as Nan had 
chosen her favourite chapel hymns.. 

After a wonderful hog roast, everyone re-grouped 
in the tent for an open mike session to share a few 
funny stories about Nan before singing ‘Calon Lan’ - 
followed by a 150 balloon salute. 

Hymn sheets all had a balloon and pin stuck to 
them so that they could be blown up and popped in 
her honour. The evening ended with a bang- a fire¬ 
work display in her honour - which topped off a 
wonderful tribute to a wonderful lady. 

The strong sense of family and community made 
the occasion an enormous success which she cap¬ 
tured in a comment to her daughter as she went to 
bed! ''That was the best day of my lifer 
We would like to thank all her special friends 
whose help in so many ways made this day possible, 
and for all the kind gifts and cards. 

REPORT by PAUL AND SARA BOOTH 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
I Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

I ^01446 402848 
' 07739 389578 


SOUTH WALES’ 


LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 


•JikU** 
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ST BRIDES’ PUPILS 
CAPTURE THEIR 
YEAR-6 MEMORIES 



ABOVE: 

Acting headteacher Miss Hoggarth, Mrs Glover and two members of 
the school council, along with Richard Miles, project Manager 
from Encon Construction Ltd, with the time capsule. 


PUPILS at St Brides Major 
Church in Wales Primary 
School, along with staff, have 
buried a time capsule to cap¬ 
ture the memories of the cur¬ 
rent year-6 pupils of their time 
at the school. 

Acting headteacher Miss 
Hoggarth, Mrs Glover and two 
members of the school council, 
along with Richard Miles (project 
Manager from Encon Construction 
Ltd), positioned the capsule in the 
steps of the new junior playground. 

St Brides Major Church in Wales 
Primary School is undergoing a 


phased redevelopment of the school 
building. Phase 1 includes extending 
the existing Foundation Phase class¬ 
room and creating a new junior 
playground. 

The development of the school 
building will provide the children of 
St Brides with an excellent 21st cen¬ 
tury school. The next phases of the 
development include creating an 
outdoor classroom for years-3 and 4, 
and extending the school hall. 

If you can support St Brides with 
any fundraising ideas please contact 
Miss Maggs Hoggarth at the school. 

Lewis Hawke and Rose Farr 


News from the 
Southerndown WI 


NOT usually one of 
the most popular 
meetings, ‘resolu¬ 
tions’ drew in 30 
present and 
prospective mem¬ 
bers, several regu¬ 
lars were absent. 

President Meryl 
James welcomed every¬ 
one and immediately 
introduced Ogmore 
member Anne Mark, a 
retired midwife, who 
gave a profile of the 
employment of mid¬ 
wives, the subject of a 
resolution to be debated 
at the national AGM. 

Anne told the insti¬ 
tute that numbers of 
these essential people 
have dropped drastically 
in recent years but their 
skills must be stretched 
over an ever-expanding 
area. Members voted 
unanimously for this 
resolution. 

The president gave a 
resume of the spring 
council meeting at Barry 
when 64 institutes were 
present. The impressive 
speaker was TV presen¬ 
ter Lowri Morgan. 


All Glamorgan insti¬ 
tutes are asked to pro¬ 
duce and donate five 
handmade bags to be 
sold at the National 
Eisteddfod in Llandow 
in August. 

The second topic of 
the evening was a 
Diamond Jubilee event. 
Our president has organ¬ 
ised a float for SWI at a 
local carnival to be held 
at Vicarage Field in St 
Brides Major with a 
‘Wild West’ theme. 
There will also be a WI 
stall, usual contributions 
please, in aid of Brecon 
Mountain Rescue. 

Members were also 
asked to provide ‘fare’ 
for a Diamond Jubilee 
street party. 

There will also be a 
Jubilee lunch at North 
Comelly community 
hall on June 27. 

The next meeting will 
be on June 14 at St 
Brides Major Church 
Hall at 7.15pm. The 
subject will be 
‘Coronation 
Reminiscences’. 

Brenda Meredith 


BOOK SWAP 

THIS Saturday, May 19, from 10am- 
12.30pm in Old Hall, Cowbridge, local 
residents are invited to bring along books 
to swap or donate. 

Fill an eco-bag with books for £3. Remaining 
books distributed to charitable organisation. Profits 
will go to Y Bont Faen primary school 


Make the most of 43 years experience 
in making the perfect kitchen 


# We design to suit 
your requirements. 

# All kitchens made 
to measure. 

# Computer aided 
design so you can 
view your kitchen 
to help you 
decide. 

# Vast range of 
doors with lOOO^s 
of styles and 
colours including 
a full range of 
high gloss doors. 

# New pastel colours just arrived. 

# Choice of formica, granite, solid wood or solid surface worktops. 

# Full range of accessories including wine racks, storage baskets, 
magic corners, rails, etc. 

om^ 



Manufacturers and Suppliers of Luxury Kitchens and Bedroom Suites 



GREFFT 



KITCHENS & BEDROOMS [^^esmbbimJ 
THE STUDIO, 11-12 SUBWAY ROAD, BARRY, CF63 4QT Tel: 01446 736421 ^ 


Visit our website: www.crefftkitchens.co.uk 


The Glamorgan GEM is now on Twitter - 
follow us @gem_newsl We are also on 
Facebook -facebook.com/gemnews 


Bedroom & Home Office Specialists Super Sale!!! 


Sloping ueiiings/uormer 
Specialists 


Town & Country Bedrooms are a South 
Wales based family fitted furniture 
company. We design and install genuine 
made to measure fitted bedrooms and 
home office to your exact requirements. 
There are hundreds of variations in colours 
and finishes to 
make that 
dream bedroom 
a reality!! So 
call us today 
and book your 
FREE HOME 
CONSULTATION! 


Town & Country Dedrooms 
Call Now!! 01656 657526 



Bespoke Solutions for that perfect fit 





Made to Measure Sliding doors ■ Home Office 


Town 6< Country Dedroom$ 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


Ten Good Reasons to choose Town & Country Bedrooms 

Over 30 Years experience in fitted furniture 
10 Year Guarantee on all fitted units 
Genuine made to measure units 
Over 1000 variations in door style & colour 
Expert fitting by professional tradesmen 
The latest 3D computer aided design software 
Relaxed no pressure sales approach 
Full carcase construction on most units** 

FREE home measure & consultation 
View our work online at townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 

Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Undustrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 
Tel: 01656 657526 

DESIGN MANUFACTURE INSTALL 
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Parents are 
sentenced for 
children’s poor 
attendance 


Two parents in the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
have been prose¬ 
cuted for the non- 
attendance of their 
children at local 
schools. 

Cardiff Magistrates’ 
Court heard two sepa¬ 
rate cases in which the 
parents had failed to 
ensure the regular atten¬ 
dance of their children 
at school and they were 
prosecuted by the local 
authority under the 
1996 Education Act. 

Magistrates ordered 
one parent to undertake 
100 hours of unpaid 
work, to be supervised 


by the probation serv¬ 
ice. 

In the second case, 
the parent was given a 
six-month probation 
order, during which she 
has to report to a proba¬ 
tion officer. 

A council spokesper¬ 
son pointed out: “Under 
current legislation, par¬ 
ents can receive custo¬ 
dial sentences for non¬ 
school attendance .” 

The spokesperson 
went on: 

“The local education 
authority is working 
hard with schools and 
parents to improve 
attendance and educa¬ 
tional standards 


throughout the authori¬ 
ty- 

“It is hoped these 
tough sentences send a 
warning to parents that 
the authority considers 
non-school attendance 
as a serious matter and 
will resort to the legal 
processes where appro¬ 
priate. 

“It’s quite simple - if 
children don't attend 
they don’t learn and this 
has serious implications 
for their future.” 


PACT meetings 


DYFAN and GIB- 
BONSDOWN joint 
PACT surgery, 2.30pm- 
4.30pm today (May 27) 
at Winston Road, Barry. 

RHOOSE PACT, 
May 17, Celtic Way 
Community Centre at 
7pm. 

CORNERSWELL 
PACT, May 17, Penarth 
Leisure Centre at 7pm. 


STANWELL PACT, 

May 25, Elfed Avenue 
United Church at 7pm. 

LLANDOUGH 
PACT, May 28, 
Llandough War 

Memorial Hall at 7pm. 

COURT PACT, May 
30, The Scout Hall, 
Everard Street, Barry at 
7pm. 


Season's 
Joy demo 

PENARTH Flower 
Arrangement Club is 
holding a demon¬ 
stration evening at 
7.30pm on May 23 at 
the Masonic Hall, 
Stanwell Road, 
Penarth, when 
demonstrator Mrs 
Gloria Davies’ theme 
will be ^Season’s 
Joy’. 

Contact Ann 
Dobbins on 02920 
703605for details. 


Wales YFC 
members have 
the chance to 
bag £1,000 


Call for bumper 
entries to best kept 
village competition 


WALES YFC are 
encouraging mem¬ 
bers to get their 
entries in early for 
the chance to win 
£1,000 through the 
Welsh Livery Guild 
Young Farmers 
Award. 

The award is being 
supported once again by 
the Welsh Livery Guild, 
and the prize will be 
available to one lucky 
innovative Wales YFC 
member. 

Bryan Marsh, past 
master of the Welsh 
Livery Guild, said: “We 
are keen to meet with 
YFC members who could 
really benefit from this 
award and who have 
enthusiasm for agricul¬ 
ture. 

“Over the past six 
years, we have met with 
a number of enthusiastic 
YFC members who are 
working hard to secure a 
future for themselves in 
agriculture, and we look 
forward to meeting 
inspirational young peo¬ 
ple again this year. ” 

The winner of the 
competition in 2011 was 
Edward Jones, a mem¬ 
ber of Bryncrug YFC in 
Meirionnydd. Edward 
won the award to further 
support Caerberllan 
Shire stud, which is a 
small enterprise focused 


on breeding quality 
shires of the traditional 
type. 

Marc Jones, Wales 
YFC rural affairs com¬ 
mittee chairman, and 
winner of the award in 
2010, said: “The Welsh 
Livery Guild Young 
Farmer Award gives 
young farmers in Wales 
an ideal start to further 
their agricultural busi¬ 
nesses. 

“For the initial time 
of a morning spent on 
writing an application 
and 30 minutes spent 
being interviewed by a 
panel, the rewards cer¬ 
tainly outway the time 
involved in the process. ” 

Past and present 
members of Wales YFC 
between the age of 16 
and 31 are invited to 
produce a brief of no 
more than three sides of 
A4 outlining how they 
are working towards a 
secure future for them¬ 
selves in agriculture. 

The brief should 
include details about 
themselves as an individ¬ 
ual, their ideas to 
improve or develop a 
new farming enterprise 
and aspirations for the 
future. The closing date 
for receiving entries is 
June 15. 

Contact Kay Lewis at 
Wales YFC on 01982 
553 502 for more 
details. 


THE organisers of 
the ‘Best Kept 
Village in the Vale’ 
competition say 
they would like this 
Jubilee year to be a 
bumper one, with 
extra villages enter¬ 
ing. 

The chairman of the 
organising committee 
Richard Skinner, told 
The GEM: “The commu¬ 
nity spirit should be mn- 
ning high just now, with 
many villages preparing 
to celebrate the Diamond 
Jubilee on Saturday, June 
2 . 

“I know some villages 
are putting on street par¬ 
ties and others an 
evening ‘bash’ and I am 
sure they will want their 
villages looking tidy for 
the day - so why not 
enter the Best Kept 
Village competition? 

“The competition was 
founded in the Queen’s 
Coronation year, 1953, 
and its aims are to engen¬ 
der community spirit and 
to keep villages tidy.” 

He continued: “It is 
not about picture post 
card pretty villages, 
although having a few 
tubs or planters of flow¬ 
ers around the area is a 
bonus. 

“Absence of litter and 
neat swept footpaths etc 
are what help make for a 



Richard Skinner receives a sponsorship cheque 
from Coun Tony Ernest, the Mayor of Penarth. 


best kept village.” 

For more information 
on what the judges will 
be looking for, and for 
entry forms, contact 
Richard Skinner on 
01446 774820. 

Richard added: 
“School entries are 
already mounting up 
well, but if further 
schools would like to 
take part in the schools’ 
competition, please con¬ 
tact me. 

“A big thank you goes 
to our sponsors, without 
whom this competition 
could not have flourished 
for nearly 60 years since 
its foundation. 

“The major part of our 
sponsor donations goes 
into the prizes which we 
hand to winning villages 
and schools. 


“We have recently 
received cheques from 
Penarth Town Council 
and Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian Town 
Council, as well as some 
of the community coun¬ 
cils in the Vale. 

“Our other sponsors 
are The Vale Council, 
CEMEX, Dyffryn 
Gardens (soon to be the 
National Trust) and last, 
but by no means least, 
Ffos Las Race Course 
and Conference Centre. 

“Ffos Las embellishes 
our top village prize by 
treating four people from 
the winning village to a 
bumper day at the races. 

“It finishes with a 
grand meal with a grand¬ 
stand view from their 
prestigious top-class 
restaurant.” 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 



jlPfUIKE {I 

COOimillllE (HIIIE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 



D VOLVO SPECIALIST 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
tllsplay of appliances anti accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

r "DiSCOUNTS FOR THE OVER 60s" " 

^ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask In-store for details) I 

3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, iKfon 
KING SQUARE, BARRY hand to advise 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & snowrooi^ 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 




VOLVO 

MOT’S 

£ 37.00 

(No re-test fee) 


purchases. 




OPEN: 

Monday'Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


• Fully equipped workshop with the very latest Volvo 
diagnostic technology 

• Volvo checklist issued with every service 

• Courtesy cars available 

• Local collection & delivery service 

• State of the art showroom with exceptionally 
comfortable waiting area. 

Motoring costs enough, help us to keep your 
running costs down... 

For more information call 01656 769769 or visit 
www.bvswales.co.uk 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
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Labour takes the 
Llantwit First 
independents on 
board in coalition 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


LABOUR has 
decided that it can 
run the Vale 
Council best by 
working in partner¬ 
ship with independ¬ 
ents in Llantwit 
Major. 

It follows the council 
elections on May 3, 
when Labour took 22 of 
the 47 seats that make 
up the Vale Council. 

The party had the 
option of going it alone, 
because to be out-voted 
on any issue, the 
Conservatives, Plaid 
Cymru, Llantwit First 
Independents and UKIP 
would all have to com¬ 
bine and come up with 
24 votes. 

However, Coun Neil 
Moore, the Leader of the 
Labour group, told The 
GEM that he intended to 
run the Vale Council in 
partnership with the 
Llantwit First 
Independents. 

He said: “At the elec¬ 
tions on May 3, the elec¬ 
torate in the Vale 
showed overwhelmingly 
what they thought of the 
Conservatives, and I am 
grateful that 22 Labour 
members were elected. 

“Although we fell 
short of an overall 
majority by two seats. 
Labour has considered 
all the options and has 


agreed to take a proposal 
to the first meeting of 
the new council and 
select a new cabinet, in 
partnership with the 
Llantwit First 
Independents.” 

He added, “I am par¬ 
ticularly pleased that the 
Llantwit First council¬ 
lors have agreed to this 
coalition. Having 
worked with their leader, 
Coun Gwyn John in the 
past, when we had a pre¬ 
vious coalition cabinet, I 
am delighted to be able 
to do so again.” 

Labour has decided to 
reduce the number of 
cabinet members from 
10 to seven. 

Coun Moore said: 
“Along with myself as 
Leader, and Coun Stuart 
Egan as deputy leader, I 
have invited five others 
to join us in a reduced 
cabinet of seven mem¬ 
bers. 

“They are Couns 
Gwyn John, Lis Burnett, 
Chris Elmore, Bronwen 
Brooks and Rob Curtis.” 

This means the new- 
look cabinet has five 
Barry councillors, one 
from Llantwit (Coun 
John) and one from 
Penarth (Lis Burnett). 

Lis Burnett regained 
her seat in the St 
Augustine’s ward on 


May 3, having lost in 
2008. The other cabinet 
members all retained 
their seats on the coun¬ 
cil. 

Coun Moore added: 
“Obviously this requires 
the approval of the Vale 
Council on May 23, but 
we all look forward to 
the challenges ahead and 
serving the people of the 
Vale. 

“We intend to ensure 
the Vale Council pro¬ 
vides efficient and effec¬ 
tive, value for money 
services, that the people 
of the Vale require and 
deserve. 

“We know this will 
not be an easy task in 
today’s economic cli¬ 
mate but our task is clear 
and we intend to ensure 
that our election pledges 
are brought to fruition 
during our term of 
office.” 

Coun Gwyn John 
said: “We fought the 
local elections on the 
basis that we wanted a 
fair deal for Llantwit 
Major in respect of Vale 
Council investment and 
services. 

“We contend there are 
pressing issues, such as 
the new comprehensive 
school, improved library 
facilities, the condition 
of the roads and an 


improvement to public 
transport serving our 
area.” 

He continued: “There 
is also an immediate 
need to address the ques¬ 
tion of charging for 
parking at Llantwit 
Major beach. 

“Llantwit First will 
not enter into a formal 
coalition, such as we see 
at Westminster, but we 
will accept the invitation 
to support a partnership 
arrangement which will 
be for the good of 
Llantwit Major and the 
Vale as a whole. 

“In return for our sup¬ 
port, Llantwit First 
Independents will seek 
assurances on the issues 
that we have identified. 

“I must stress that this 
is no change of direction 
but an opportunity to 
achieve improvements 
for Llantwit Major. 

“Llantwit First 
Independents have no 
political affiliations and 
will remain strictly non¬ 
political, but we promise 
that we shall be working 
for those who elected us, 
and the partnership 
arrangement will be to 
the benefit of our town 
over the next five years. 

AM’s 
shock at 
cardiac 
statistic 

THE Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, was given a 
shock when she 
attended an aware¬ 
ness raising event at 
the National 
Assembly for Wales 
on May 2, to learn 
more about cardiac 
risk in the young 
(CRY). 

She met local resi¬ 
dents Sian Regan, Jane 
Thomas and Mr 
Dougherty and reported: 
“It was a shock to me to 
learn that 12 young peo¬ 
ple a week die suddenly 
from undetected heart 
conditions. 

“The national charity. 
Cardiac Risk in the 
Young (CRY) is doing 
an incredibly valuable 
job in raising awareness, 
promoting screening, 
and offering support to 
affected families. 

“I was very privileged 
to speak with some fam¬ 
ilies from the Vale and 
would like to thank them 
for coming to the 
Assembly to share their 
experiences and to make 
AMs aware of the 
tragedy of sudden car¬ 
diac death in young peo¬ 
ple. 

“I hope that with an 
increased awareness and 
campaigns like this, we 
can help to change 
things,” the AM added. 



Supply Teaching Agency 



Adding valuo to odiication 

Bay Resourcing is a Cardiff based 
Mufti Award Winning Teaching Agency. 
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Protest against Coastal 
Oil and Gases application 


LAST October, the Vale 
Council Planning 

Committee voted unani¬ 
mously to reject Coastal 
Oil and Gas’ application to 
drill a test well at Llandow. 

On Tuesday May 22 at 10am, 
anti-fracking campaign group 
‘The Vale Says No’ are asking as 
many people as possible to lobby 
the public inquiry at Barry Dock 
Offices. 

The public inquiry will decide 
whether Coastal Oil and Gas can 
have permission to drill a test well 
in the middle of Llandow 
Business Park. 

In their original planning appli¬ 
cation the company said that they 
hoped to find unconventional gas, 
and at a public meeting in 


Cowbridge told local residents 
about their plans to extract any 
gas using hydraulic fracturing or 
fracking. 

This method of gas extraction 
has caused earth tremors near 
Blackpool, and serious pollution 
in the USA. It is banned in France 
and several other countries, as 
well as some American states. 

Campaigner Louise Evans 
explains: “Although this applica¬ 
tion is for a test well, it will cause 
substantial noise and disruption to 
local businesses and residents. 

“The company are planning to 
drill 24 hours a day for at least 
five weeks. This year, Llandow is 
hosting the Eisteddfod - our 
chance to boost tourism. Who 
wants to visit an area dominated 
by drilling rigs and noise? 


“The Vale Says No will be 
attending the public inquiry to 
show that local people don’t want 
to risk the kinds of pollution that 
people in the United States have 
faced. 

“The Vale Council listened to 
all sides before reaching a deci¬ 
sion to turn down the application 
for a test well, but Coastal Oil and 
Gas has appealed. 

“We are asking for everyone 
who is able to attend the opening 
of the inquiry to come along to 
the Dock Offices to show their 
opposition to fracking.” 

More information can be found 
at: www.thevalesaysno.com. 

Liz Hayes 
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Update from Fonmon Apiary 


OBITUARY 


AFTER what 
looked like a prom¬ 
ising start, things on 
the bee front don’t 
look too good. 

The rain, high winds 
and low temperatures 
have prevented any of 
the bees from carrying 
out any foraging; in fact, 
I have been feeding the 
bees, just to ensure their 
survival. 

How do I feed the 
bees? Well, I mix togeth¬ 
er a 1kg bag of refined 
white sugar with one litre 
of warm water; this is 
stirred to dissolve all the 


crystals and the resulting 
syrup like mixture is 
transferred to a suitable 
container allowing me to 
transport it to the apiary. 

Odd though it might 
seem, the use of natural 
cane sugar is not an 
option - if it was used it 
would give the bees a 
form of dysentery! My 
suitable containers are, in 
fact, plastic soft drink 
bottles. Into each goes 
the sugar/water mix 
(syrup) and each hive 
will receive this syrup 
until such times as the 
weather improves and 
the bees can forage for 


D.B. FRANCIS Ljg, 


GAS MAINTENANCE & I > 
GAS SERVICE ENGINEER^ 


www.dbfrancis.co.uk 



• All Gas and Oil Appliances Serviced 

• Gas and Oil Central Heating Installation 

• Boiler Up-grades 

• Heating Controls Up-dated 

• Individually designed systems to customers 
specification 

• Twelve months guarantee 

• Good after-sales service and maintenance 


B4 


KVaAant- 

A.C.O.R Approved 



FREEPHONE 0800 298 1045 

Unit 21c Vale Business Park, Llandow, CF71 7PF 
Tel: 01446 771112 Fax: 01446 771175 


themselves. How is the 
feed accessed by the 
bees? This is achieved by 
using a watertight box 
that is some 3” deep and 
has a solid wooden floor. 
It has the same dimen¬ 
sions as regular hive 
boxes but, a divider is in 
place to give a dry access 
area. This dry area has a 
slot cut into the floor part 
and this allows the bees 
to come up into it, where¬ 
upon they climb over the 
divider to get to the liq¬ 
uid feed. 

To make life easier for 
the bees, I put handfuls 
of grass on top of the liq¬ 
uid where it floats very 
nicely and the bees can 
walk upon it without get¬ 
ting trapped in a lake of 
fluid. 

To put the feeder box 
onto the hive, I first 
remove the roof followed 
by the crown board. The 
feeder box is then placed 
directly on top of the 


exposed frames and the 
liquid poured in, the 
crown board is replaced, 
followed by the roof, and 
the bees are left to get on 
with it. 

Those who are new to 
the beekeeping scene this 
year will no doubt be 
keen to get some hands 
on experience; however, 
the prevailing conditions 
are not at all suitable and 
opening a hive at this 
time is likely to do more 
harm than good. 

Swarming can usually 
be expected in May: 
however, even this activ¬ 
ity will be on hold until 
things get decidedly bet¬ 
ter. 

All in all, there is not 
much happening, but I 
remain forever the opti¬ 
mist! Given fair weather, 
the bees will be out in 
force and doing their 
thing. 

HAROLD 

WILLIAMS 


Date correction 

LAST week The GEM printed an article 
about the ‘Walk on the Wild Side’ charity 
event at Cottrell Park Golf Club. 

The article unfortunately carried the wrong 
date. The event took place on May 15, not May 27 
as stated. 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


Rose Harry, Dinas Powys 


THE funeral of Mrs Rose 
Harry of Southra Farm, 
Dinas Powys, will be held 
at St Andrews Church, 
Dinas Powys, today (May 
17) at Ham. 

Rose was a former leading 
point-to-point owner, breeder 
and rider who was well 
known to hunt-racing sup¬ 
porters, not only in the Vale, 
but throughout Wales and 
many other parts of the coun¬ 
try. 

She didn’t start horse rid¬ 
ing until her mid-20s and she 
was the first woman to take 
advantage of the new rule in 
1967 that allowed women to 
ride against the men in races 
confined to the hunt(s) pro¬ 
moting a meeting. 

This was at the Pentyrch 
point-to-point at Penllyn, 
when she won the members’ 
race on April Witch and the 
ladies race on Zut. Some 
enthusiasts will recall her 
ginning on the grey Grey 


Knight 11, and the duels she 
had with another rider, June 
Nuttall, on another grey 
horse, Sylvester 11. 

Rose made a brief return to 
the saddle in 1971 when she 
finished second on Havelotte 
to a horse called Hector 11 in 
the members’ race at the 
Glamorgan Hunt 
Steeplechases. 

She trained some very good 
horses and these included 
Fitz, Havelotte and Sugar 
Bush, which not only won in 
Wales, but in other parts of 
the country. 

Rose won the Heygate Gold 
Cup at the North Hereford 
meeting three times on the 
bounce, with Sugar Bush in 
1973 and 1974, and with Fitz 
in 1975. 

The prolific Fitz beat the 
highly rated Mickley 
Seabright by eight lengths, 
which was really quite an 
achievement, as Mickey 
Seabright went on to win the 
classic Lady Dudley Cup at 
the Worcestershire on the 


same day as Fitz beat Cassius, 
another good horse, at the 
Pentyrch. 

Mrs Marion Thomas from 
Bridgend, who was also a 
leading point-to-point rider in 
the 1950s and 1960s, and who 
rode against Rose, said: “She 
was a great supporter of 
hunting and hunt-racing and 
she owned, bred and rode 
many winners. She was quite 
a character, who would 
always give a helping hand.” 

Cowbridge farmer John 
Llewellyn rode at times for 
Mrs Harry and said: 

“Mrs Harry was a very 
determined person and her 
horses, most of whom she bred 
herself, were always well 
schooled and well turned out. 

“They rarely fell and 1 have 
happy memories of winning 
for her on Ernie The Milk and 
Fitz, who were also partnered 
on other occasions by Tim 
Rooney and the late Mike 
Williams .” 

BRIAN LEE/ 


HOW WOULD YOU LIKE TO COMPETE 
AT THE NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD? 


DO you enjoy singing? If 
you have learned or are 
currently learning Welsh, 
or would like to, you are 
eligible to join the 
Learners’ Choir, meeting 
at 6pm on Tuesdays in the 
Vestry, Tabernacle Chapel, 
King Square, Barry. 

Led by Dot Connell of the 
Barry Male Voice Choir, the new 
choir is seeking tenors and basses 
in particular, but there will be a 
warm welcome for any learner 


wishing to have fun and practise 
their Welsh while preparing for a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. 

For further details, contact 
Kay Holder on 02920 512904. 
Hoffech chi gyfle i 
gystadlu yn yr 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol? 

Ydych chi’n mwynhau canu? 
Ydych chi wedi dysgu 
Cymraeg? Mae Cor y Dysgwyr 
yn chwilio am denoriaid a 
faswyr yn arbennig ond mae 
croeso mawr i ddysgwyr o bob 


lefel (gan gynnwys merched) 
am 6yh bob nos Fawrth, yn y 
Festri, Capel Tabernacl, Sgwar 
y Brenin, y Barri. 

Mae Dot Connell, arweinydd 
Cor Meibion y Barri, yn arwain y 
Cor ac yn edrych ymlaen yn fawr 
at y cyfle unigryw o gystadlu ar y 
Maes. 

Dewch i gael llawer o hwyl ac 
ymarfer eich Cymraeg! 

Amfwy ofanylion, cysylltwch a 
Kay, 02920 512904. 
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LEARNING GIVES CATHERINE 
FOCUS AWAY FROM ILLNESS 


STUDYING for two 
degrees has given a 
single mum of five 
from Rhoose a 
much-needed focus 
as she battles can¬ 
cer - and now she 
has been honoured 
for her courage and 
determination. 

Catherine Watkins 
(37) won the Digital 
World Award at the 
Inspire! Adult Learning 
Awards ceremony on 
May 10, to mark Adult 
Learners’ Week (May 
12 - 20 ). 

Catherine is currently 
on two courses studying 
digitally with the Open 
University and Cardiff 
and Vale College, in a 
bid to follow her dream 
of becoming a counsel¬ 
lor. 

She had been studying 
at Cardiff and Vale 
College, but couldn’t 
attend classes in person 
because of her illness, so 
working via the comput¬ 
er is the only way she 


can continue to learn. 

Since the age of eight, 
Catherine has lived with 
a rare condition which 
makes it very hard to 
walk, and she has had to 
postpone careers as a 
swimming teacher and 
nurse when she couldn’t 
get around. 

After the birth of her 
fifth child, Matthew, in 
2004, a routine check-up 
revealed a cancerous 
tumour. Catherine now 
has to undergo two treat¬ 
ments each day of anaes¬ 
thetics and steroids, with 
the help of a carer, and 
in the next few months 
she will require further 
surgery. 

Catherine is studying 
for a BA Honours degree 
in criminal psychology, 
and a foundation degree 
in counselling. 

Catherine said: 

“Being able to work 
online has given me a 
way to carry on with a 
normal life. It’s been 
hugely beneficial to me, 
because I recover so 
much quicker from my 



ABOVE: Catherine 
on and persevere 
surgeries as I’ve got a 
sense of purpose and a 
focus. 

“I have a chance at 
getting a career, and 
without the Open 
University this would 
have never been possi¬ 
ble. 

“I used to run a youth 
club in Rhoose, working 


CHARITY DUCK RACE 


MEMBERS of the Rotary Club of 
Barry recently joined forces with 
the local Inner Wheel Club, to 
hold a charity duck race in 
Llancarfan. 

Winner of heat 1 was duck number 
392, owned by Peter Walker and the 
winner of heat number 2 was duck 
number 149, owned by Bethan 
Griffiths. Both won cash prizes of 


£10. Winner of the grand final was 
duck 130, owned by Andrew Halstead 
who won a cash prize of £50. 

The event raised £278 for Rotary 
and Inner Wheel charities. 

Anyone interested in finding out 
more about Rotary can go online to 
www.ribi.org or contact the Barry 
Rotary Club membership chairman, 
Peter Battle, on 01446 710204. 


continues to battle 
with her studies. 

with teenagers, so when 
I’ve completed my 
courses I would like to 
go into counselling 
teenage offenders. I’m 
particularly interested in 
restorative justice, where 
offenders meet their vic¬ 
tims, as it has had amaz¬ 
ing results in terms of 
deterring re-offending.” 

Catherine was nomi¬ 
nated for the Inspire! 
Awards by Teresa 
Jamieson of the Open 
University. Teresa said: 
“Catherine is a huge 
inspiration to others. 

Evidence of her deter¬ 
mination is exemplified 
by the fact that when she 
found out that one of her 
operations clashed with 
an assessment, she made 


sure that she could com¬ 
plete it online in hospital 
while waiting for the 
procedure. She is one 
determined lady.” 

The Inspire! Adult 
Learning Awards, which 
recognise exceptional 
achievement by adult 
learners and tutors, also 
include categories such 
as community learner, 
family learning and 
learning at work. 

During Adult 
Learners’ Week, around 
30,000 people are 
expected to attend more 
than 800 special taster 
events across Wales - 
including 30 around the 
Vale - to try out new 
skills and possibly open 
up a fresh chapter in 
their lives. 

Deputy Minister for 
Skills, Jeff Cuthbert, 
congratulated Catherine 
on her award and urged 
people of all ages to take 
advantage of the learn¬ 
ing taster sessions being 
held during the week. 

He said: “Adult 
Learners’ Week is an 
excellent chance to 
explore the many oppor¬ 
tunities available to gain 
and develop new skills 
and discover how learn¬ 
ing can really change 
your life for the better.” 

Details of all the 
events taking place dur¬ 
ing Adult Learners ’ Week 
are available on: 
www.yourfuturechoice- 
action.org.uk. or 0800 
100900. 


AM 

joins 

path 

launch 

WITH the launch of 
the Wales Coastal 
Path hitting the 
headlines across the 
world, the Vale AM, 
Jane Hutt, joined 
the Assembly 
Environment 
Minister, John 
Griffiths AM, for the 
official launch at 
Plas Dahl in Cardiff 
Bay. 

100,000 visitors are 
expected as a result of 
this investment in the 
800-mile-plus path that 
includes beautiful and 
popular stretches in the 
Vale. 

Ms Hutt AM greeted 
the Southerndown 
Surfing Club and con¬ 
gratulated her ministeri¬ 
al colleague at the 
launch. 

She also gave her best 
wishes to David Quarell, 
who set off on Saturday 
May 5 to walk and raise 
funds for Cancer 
Research in memory of 
his late father, Gerry 
Quarell, who was a 
highly respected official 
in the Environment 
Department at the Welsh 
Government. 


" - “NEWTBEDROOIVf- T 
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Martyn will cap 
honour with 
Velindre walk 


NEWS that Martyn 
Williams is set to 
win his 100th Welsh 
rugby cap has been 
widely welcomed, 
but it has also 
meant a change in 
his plans! 

Each year, the Blues 
star heads up a Walk for 
Velindre Cancer Centre, 
where he is a patron, and 
this year’s Lighthouse 
Walk was due to take 
place on Sunday, June 3 
- the morning after the 
Wales versus Barbarians 
match. 

However, the Martyn 
Williams Lighthouse 
Walk will now take place 
on Sunday, July 15, said 
Andrew Morris, head of 
fundraising at Velindre. 

“It is so typical of 
Martyn that on being 
awarded his 100th cap 
he was concerned about 
the effect on his Walk. 

“We were absolutely 
delighted that he will be 
receiving this totally 
deserved 100th cap and 
we were more than 
happy to move his Walk 
to a more convenient 
date. 

“We all know that 
Martyn has been a fan¬ 
tastic ambassador for 
Welsh rugby, and he 
demonstrates the same 
passion, commitment 
and support to being a 
patron at Velindre. 

“We already have 


nearly 100 walkers 
entered - so we have 
contacted them with the 
new date and hope that 
they will be still be able 
to make July 15, and 
support Wales’s latest 
Centurion. 

“To join Martyn, you 
can enter online at 
www.velindrefundrais- 
ing. com/bookonline. ” 

As well as Martyn’s 
annual Walk, along with 
Jonathan Davies and 
Mike Hall he will be 
leading a 400km 
Captains California Bike 
Ride this September. 

Martyn said: 

“Obviously I was 
delighted to get the news 
about the 100th cap and 
that will be a special day 
for me and my family, 
but I wanted to make 
sure that my Walk for 
Velindre wasn’t affected, 
so the best thing was to 
move to July 15. 

“I hope lots of people 
will be able to join me, 
as it’s a fantastic route 
along the Heritage 
Coastline; i 

“It starts and finishes 
at Llantwit Major beach¬ 
front, and is a circular 7- 
mile route past light¬ 
houses, ancient churches 
and historical castles,” 
he pointed out. 


And new this week... 
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ON DISPLAY AND THE PRICES. 
ARE UNBELIEVABLE! 

Everything you oould ever need 
for your home Is on display at 
The Place for Homes from 
Leather and soft cover suites, 
dining, beds, bedrooms, 
carpets and occasional, 
all at amazing prices. 
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SAVE AN EXTRA 10% ON 
CARPETS INIS WEEKEND 

Huge stocks of Beds, 
Bedroom Furniture, Sofas and Chairs, 
Leather and Soft Cover... 

Save, Save and Save 
even more this weekend! 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Gala concert 

THE Barry Male Voice 
Choir presents a gala 
concert with the 
Newport (Salop) and 
District Male Voice 
Choir, plus supporting 
soloists at St Mary’s 
Church, Holton Road, 
on Saturday, May 19 
(Vpm). 

Tickets £6 available 
from 01446 402398, or 
at the door. 

Eisteddfod 

fundraisers 

DOLLS house and 
miniatures exhibition 
and Vale wood turning 
club on Saturday, May 
19 from 10am-4pm at 
Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major. 

Presented by the Mid 


Glamorgan Dolls House 
and Miniaturist Group; 
entrance adults £1, chil¬ 
dren over five, 50p. 
Displays, sales table and 
light refreshments. 

Table top/indoor boot 
sale, Sunday, May 27 
from 9am-1pm at 
Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major. 
Llantonian Hall, 
Llantwit Major. Tables 
£5, donation to the 
National Eisteddfod of 
Wales. 

Spaces limited, so 
early booking essential. 

Bear jump 

ST CADOC’s Church, 
Cadoxton, Barry, is 
again holding a spon¬ 
sored teddy bear para¬ 
chute jump on Sunday, 
May 20 at 2pm. 


Make your 
Move in dance 
competition! 


THE British Red 
Cross is seeking 
groups of young 
dancers from south 
Wales to participate in 
this year’s ‘Dance: 
Make Your Move’ 
competition. 

Primary schools, sec¬ 
ondary schools and spe¬ 
cial schools, colleges, 
dance groups and youth 
groups are invited to get 
involved, and choreo¬ 
graph a dance routine 
that reflects an aspect of 
the Red Cross’ life-sav¬ 
ing work in the UK or 
abroad. 


Participants must be 
under 18. Regional heats 
across Wales and 

England are being held, 
with the national final 
taking place at the presti¬ 
gious Indig02 - part of 
the 02 centre in 
London’s Docklands. 

The south Wales 

regional heat is at 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
on Saturday, June 23. 

For more information, 
or to register, visit: 

WWW. redcross.org. uk/dan 
ce, or call Anna Fox on 
01633 245764. 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 
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OCEAN LOUNGE 


PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 




Every Friday & Saturday 
Night - plus Bingo 


Friday 18 th May 
MELANIE COFFEY 

Female Vocalist 

Saturday 19 th May 
GARY LE-VELL 

Vocalist Comedy Act 

Friday 25 th May 
VICTORIA RED 

Female Vocalist 

Saturday 26 th May 
LYNSEY PUGH 

Female Vocalist 

Food served Friday 7-9pm 
Saturday l2-3pm & 7pm-9pm 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served l2-3pnn £6.95 

CAR BOOT SALE ^ 


.'k'k_irir'k'k'kir'k'k'k'k'k'kirir'k'kirir'k'k'kir'k'k'kTk_ 


EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


There will be prizes 
for the best dressed 
child’s and adults bear 
and the event will 
include a barbecue and 
Gruffalo hunt. 

All proceeds to the 
Samaritan’s Church 
Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox Appeal. 
Call 01446 749689for 
more details. 

Solo show 

THE Oriel Washington 
Gallery is staging a solo 
show by Shirley Anne 
Owen at Penarth until 
May 20. 

Art exhibition 

ART works from a 
variety of local artists, 
in a great diversity of 
styles and media, can 
be seen at the Summer 
Open Art Exhibition in 
the Travellers Gallery 
at Barry Station, 

Broad Street, Barry, 
Monday to Friday 
mornings from May 
21-July 13. 

The Travellers 
Gallery, in the Mind 
cafe, is a work experi¬ 
ence setting for people 
recovering from mental 
health problems. 

RNLI line 
dancing 

THE Dinas Powys 
branch of the RNLI is 
holding a line dancing 
evening presented by 
‘Loose Boots’ on 
Friday May 25 in 
Dinas Powys Parish 
Hall, from 8pm till 
11pm. 

Tickets cost £5, 
payable at the door, or 
call 029 20513515/029 


20512573. 

Soft drinks will be on 
sale. Ah are welcome, 
tuition will be available 
for beginners so put on 
your boots and join in a 
fun evening! 

Jubilee 

competition 

COWBRIDGE Library 
is running a Jubilee 
bunting colouring com¬ 
petition. 

Come to Cowbridge 
Library to pick up the 
template and design 
your own bunting! Eor 
ages 4-12 years. 

Closing date, Saturday, 
May 26. 

For more information, 
contact Cowbridge 
Library on 01446 
773941. 

Workshops 

ON Saturday May 26, 
Art4u will be holding 
two drumming and 
percussion workshops 


in Victoria Park, 

Barry. 

They will be held 
from 12-1pm and 2- 
3pm, by Glyn Pooley, 
everyone welcome. 

Learn how to play 
some simple rythms and 
beats on the drums, and 
experience the fun of 
creating music together. 
No musical experience 
is necessary. 

At the same time, 
Art4U will have an arts 
tent in the park. 

For more information, 
visit: 

www.art4uwales.org. uk. 

Storytime 

COWBRIDGE Library 
is running a free 
Storytime on Saturday, 
May 26 from 112am- 
11.30am for children 
aged five to nine years 
old. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact the library 
on 01446 773041. 


Roy Noble to 
compere Max 
Boyce concert 


THE stellar cast 
for the Eisteddfod 
fundraising concert 
in Penarth’s Paget 
Rooms on May 26 
just keeps on grow¬ 
ing... 

Headlining is the irre¬ 
pressible Max Boyce, 
and supporting will be 
Wales’ outstanding 
singer/songwriter Caryl 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 

Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D722. 

• £2,000: 180250. 

• The rollover, 

which now stands at 

£10,500, was not won 
this week. 

• £10: 150347, 

377045,120627, 171254, 
959066,103685, 664660, 
515052, 728347, 441148, 
622679, 421048,218142, 
726969, 281205,711209, 
396992, 242771,711827, 
455178. 

• £5* 172279 

186515,758095,693548’ 
858700, 144607, 

993962, 813016, 848479, 
744037, 509304, 

231581,773833, 888210, 


199199, 563223, 

276380, 849993, 550057, 
373281, 416609, 

839793,474075, 772293, 
813734, 931524, 

632000,108836, 961728, 
631047, 673110,646759, 
864839, 530259,468848, 
834139, 666253,108052, 
618016, 687885, 

510489, 591310,197510, 
194305, 462959, 

135579, 899398, 211236, 
889608,177586, 858492, 
435266, 939652, 912134, 
244645, 174125, 692660, 
878245,756496, 240368, 
681919. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


Parry Jones. She has 
two lovely daughters, 
Greta and Miriam Isaac, 
who are continuing the 
family tradition and 
already making names 
for themselves in musi¬ 
cal entertainment. 

Lor the very first time 
daughters and mother 
will join their dazzling 
individual talents 
together on stage. 

These stars will be 
guided through the 
evening by Roy Noble 
OBE, who will be the 
show’s compere. 

Roy has been winner 
of the Royal Television 
Society’s award for 
Regional Presenter of 
the Year, and is known 
to us all for his daily 
radio show for Radio 
Wales, which regularly 
tops the charts for lis¬ 
tening figures. 

The concert takes 
place at 7.30 pm. 

Tickets for the show, 
conducted in English, 
are £25 and £20 conces¬ 
sions, available from 
Foxy’s Deli and the 
Windsor Bookshop in 
Penarth. 

All proceeds will go 
to supporting the Vale of 
Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod at Llandow 
from August 4-11. 

PG 


These Dark Shadows 
don’t offer much light! 


I N Hollywood’s 
seemingly 
never-ending 
desire to reinvent 
everything that has 
gone before, one of 
the more peculiar 
decisions was to 
make a film of 
Dark Shadows, a 
vampire-centric 
soap opera that 
failed to break out 
of America and 
seemingly had little 
fanbase. 

However, throw Tim 
Burton and Johnny 
Depp at the adaptation 
and suddenly it goes 
from must-miss to must- 
see. 

It tells the story of 
Barnabas Collins 
(Depp), a man who is 
imprisoned as a vampire 
by the scorned witch 
Angelique (Eva Green). 

AwaMng in 1972, 
Barnabas must help his 
family, led by matriarch 
Elizabeth (Michelle 
Pfeiffer), as their can¬ 
nery business struggles, 
only to discover that 
Angelique is also 
around to further com¬ 
plicate things for the 
family... 

Dark Shadows marks 
the eighth time that 
Depp and Burton have 
worked together, and 
the pair have seen highs 
and lows - so is Dark 
Shadows an Edwards 
Scissorhands-Q^quQ suc¬ 
cess or an Alice In 
Wonderland-&squ& fail¬ 
ure? 

The answer veers 
dangerously close to the 
latter, the film saved 
from complete 
ignominy by an enter¬ 
taining turn from Depp 
and some other cast 
members and stylish 
direction from Burton. 

The lack of knowl¬ 
edge about just exactly 
what Dark Shadows was 
isn’t something that will 
hamper you, the film 
requiring no previous 
interest, but come the 
conclusion you’ll see 
just why the original 
series was considered to 
be something of an 
acquired taste. 

The problem is in an 
uneven script that does¬ 
n’t quite know what it 
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wants to do. Writer Seth 
Graeme Smith (who 
also came up with the 
story along with John 
August) fails to nail the 
tone of the piece, play¬ 
ing as part-comedy, 
part-horror and part- 
familial drama. Think of 
a spooky Dallas with 
more (intentional) 
laughs, and you’re 
someway there. 

But from these ingre¬ 
dients you get a lop¬ 
sided film whose identi¬ 
ty crisis doesn’t make it 
any more endearing. 

Instead, as the film 
labours towards a cli¬ 
max that seems to try 
and throw in new plot 
developments with no 
reason, while failing to 
wrap up those set up 
early on, you’ll find 
yourself looking for¬ 
ward to the end credits 
if only for the wonder¬ 
ful choice of a cover of 
Go All The Way by The 
Raspberries as music. 

Amidst this mess the 
direction of Tim Burton 
comes as a welcome 
relief, the film shot 
through with his trade¬ 
mark darkness and 
kookiness, while the 
themes that stand out in 
his work; alienation, 
people out of place 
within mainstream soci¬ 
ety, are more than 
catered for. 

As the otherwise too- 
offbeat-for-its-own- 
good Alice In 
Wonderland showed. 
Burton’s skills as a visu¬ 
al director are never in 
doubt, yet despite the 
gothic glory on show 
here he is let down by a 


poor script and uneven 
tone. Depp is similarly 
afflicted, although the 
actor doesn’t fail to 
offer an entertaining and 
watchable performance. 

As Barnabas finds 
himself in 1972, Depp 
mines the biggest laughs 
from the character 
adapting to a new way 
of life, whether it be the 
dialogue or as he 
attempts to manage his 
bloodlust, channelling 
his better known charac¬ 
ters (a drop of Captain 
Jack Sparrow, a hint of 
Ichabod Crane from 
Sleepy Hollow) into a 
pleasing performance. 

While Michelle 
Pfeiffer delivers an 
assured performance as 
the matriarch of the 
present-day Collins 
family, and Eva Green 
dials up the wicked as 
the malicious 
Angelique, too many of 
the other performances 
fail to set the screen 
alight. 

Chloe Grace Moretz 
and Johnny Lee Millar 
are far too one-note in 
their performances (a 
fault, perhaps, of the 
script) while Bella 
Heathcote finds herself 
lost amidst the bigger 
turns as the mysterious 
Victoria. 

If the film had a 
sharper script then the 
efforts of Depp, Pfeiffer, 
Burton et al would have 
been lauded even more, 
highlighting a wittily 
dark film. However, as 
it is. Dark Shadows’ 
failure to know just 
exactly what it is is 
what drives a stake 
through its heart and 
pours holy water on its 
hopes of being anything 
more than run-of-the- 
mill. 

VERDICT - An imbal¬ 
anced film that doesn’t 
know quite what it 
wants to be. Dark 
Shadows is brightened 
only by some decent 
turns from Johnny 
Depp, Eva Green and 
Michelle Pfeiffer, and 
Tim Burton’s direction. 
Sparkling intermittently, 
this is on the lower end 
of the Depp-Burton col¬ 
laborations. Average. 
SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Sleepy Hollow 
(1999), The Addams 
Family (1991). 


VAN ABOUT 
TOWN WINNER 

THE winner of our recent ‘Van About 
Town^ competition was Lisa Elliott, of Barry. 

She won £20 for correctly completing the 
wordsearch. Congratulations, Lisa! 

Keep reading The GEM for more great 
competitions. 
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STORY OF A WELL-TRAVELLED 
SUPER GRAND SLAM TROPHY! 






The Clisson group put on a choral display during the Sunday dinner dance. 


ABOVE: Jean-Pierre Garreau creates a quick 
doodle of Dougal of The Magic Roundabout. 

FOLLOWING Wales’ win in this year’s Six 
Nations rugby championship, a special tro¬ 
phy has returned to Cowbridge as part of 
this year’s exchange visit from the twin town 
of Clisson, France, as reported by the 
Cowbridge Twinning Association. 

The four-day exchange, which saw 21 Cowbridge 
famihes hosting visitors from Chsson, continued with a 
strong rugby theme. 

The French guests visited Parc y Scarlets for Sunday 
lunch, where they were lucky enough to bump into 
mgby great Phil Bennett. 

The ‘Super Grand Slam’ trophy was first unveiled 
and presented to Cowbridge during a merry evening in 
Chsson in 2005, shortly after Wales had won their fin al 
match 32-20 over Feland. The cup travelled to 
Cowbridge and remained in the Vale until 2010, when 
the French mgby team also achieved a Grand Slam. 

Chsson happened to be visiting Cowbridge that year 
(the associations visit each other in alternate years), so 
the cup came off the shelf and was re-presented, with 
much ceremony, to the Chssoniers, under its French 
name of ‘Le Grand Chelem’ trophy - and back it went 
to France. 

In a significant twist for both twinning associations, 
Wales and France did not meet in this year’s champi¬ 
onship until the last match, so the fate of the trophy 
remained in doubt, along with the hopes of both nations, 
until the very final whistle. 

Wales' winning score of 16-9 brought the trophy back 
on its travels across the Channel. 

Not every aspect of this year’s exchange revolved 
around mgby. As might be expected, food and drink 
played a large part in the weekend, which involved sev¬ 
eral extended and convivial lunches and dinners: 
Bridgend catering students provided a particularly 
impressive buffet on the Saturday, introducing the 
French guests to such Welsh-themed dishes as cockles 
fifed with laverbread, leek canapes, and faggots with 
peas. 

Local talents were further showcased on Sunday and 
Monday night, with the Bridgend Swing Band provid¬ 
ing the accompaniment to the final dinner dance. 

One of the advantages of twinning ventures is that the 
participants do not know what the benefits are going to 
be. Every exchange brings a surprise - in this case, it 
took the form of visitor Jean-Pierre Garreau, the set 
designer for the much-loved c hil dren’s television pro¬ 
gramme (and originally a French series), 'The Magic 
Roundabout. 

The studio that produced The Magic Roundabout is 
situated by the River Sevre, which mns through Chsson 
- an exhibition celebrating the series was recently held 
in the town. 

During his visit. Monsieur Garreau produced several 
quick doodles of the character PoUux - better known to 
us as Dougal - as souve nir s for the Cowbridge twinners. 

Having arrived on Saturday, the final emotional part¬ 
ing took place on Tuesday morning, when the French 
coach left Cowbridge Town Hall. 

New members are always welcome 
(single/couples/families). For more information on how 
to join visit: www.cowbridge-twinning.co.uk, or email: 
andrew @ cowbridge-twinning. co. uk. 


ABOVE: Bob Wilson holding the trophy. 


ABOVE: Symbolic flags and flowers on the dinner dance table. 


Bob Wilson and Gilles Renoul (without trophy) 
speaking after the final dinner dance. 


MAY is the 
Resolution month, 
which means that 
each year, WI 
members have the 
opportunity to put 
forward certain 
issues on which 
they wish to see 
NFWI campaign. 

80,000 members 
selected from a shortlist 
of six to take a resolu¬ 
tion on the employment 
of more mid wives for¬ 
ward for voting and 
debate at the ATM to be 
held at the Royal Albert 
Hall on May 30. This 
resolution has been pro¬ 
posed by Horwich WI 
in Lancashire. 

The resolution was 
presented and from the 
GFWI? guidance notes, 
points highlighted and 
discussed were the 
shortage of midwives 


employed, resulting in 
rushed care and extra 
demands on maternity 
services. The work¬ 
force is ageing and a 
large proportion will 
reach retirement age in 
the next ten years with a 
quarter being over 50 
years of age. 

Members voted in 
favour of the resolution 
and our link delegate 
will cast our votes on 
our behalf. 

As there was no 
speaker, Joy Brooking 
read stories from the 
book Llanharry with a 
T’. These were of 
familiar places in 
Llanharry including 
Station Terrace, The 
Tump, Ladies from the 
Station, concluding with 
the book title Llanharry 
with a ‘Y’ (not an ‘I’). 

Jill Rosser read an 
amusing piece about the 
word ‘up’ which appar¬ 


ently has more mean¬ 
ings than any other two 
letter word. Llanharry 
Club is the chosen 
venue for the lunch club 
on May 18. 

Arrangements for the 
trip on August 7 to 
Stratford upon Avon 
are well in hand and a 
good response has been 
received. Anyone wish¬ 
ing to join in will be 
most welcome. 

A cake stall raised 
£25 for the ACWW 
cooking oil project for 
the women of Bangem 
in Cameroon. 

There were eight 


entries for the competi¬ 
tion ‘five cup cakes’. 

All were beautifully 
decorated and members 
could taste and enjoy 
these with their tea. 

Katherine Maddock 
was given first prize for 
her Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee theme. 

Members were 
reminded that next 
month’s meeting is on 
the second Tuesday 
(June 12) and the talk 
will be ‘my life as a 
ballerina.’ 

JR 


Knockout event! 

RESIDENTS are invited to take part in Ty 
Hafan’s Olympic themed ‘It’s a knockout’ 
on Saturday, July 21 at South Wales Police 
Sports Ground, Bridgend. Register online 
at www.tyhafan.org/knockout. 


Phil Bennett with Gilles Renoul, chairman 
of the Clisson association. 


Younger Erench members. 


A happy Erench couple. 


Bob Wilson of Cowbridge and Gilles Renoul of 
Clisson, the chairmen of the Cowbridge and 
Clisson twinning associations, with the Super 
Grand Slam trophy. 


News from Llanharry WI 
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EISTEDDFOD FUNDRAISER 
WAS A ‘FANTASTIC SUCCESS’ 





A 200-strong audience at St 
Donat’s Castle last Friday 
evening were entertained by 
the Dowlais Male Voice Choir, 
who sang a selection of num¬ 
bers in Welsh and English, to 
raise money for the forthcom¬ 
ing National Eisteddfod in 
Llandow. 

The power of their voices filled 
Bradenstoke Hall, where the acoustics 
lend themselves so well to this type of 
singing. 

The concert was compered by Sian 
Evans of Radio Wales who, as we have 
come to expect, provided smooth links 
to the relaxed atmosphere of the 
evening. 

leuan Davies, an opera student at the 
Guildhall School of Music, had a beau¬ 


tiful, rich baritone voice, and had cho¬ 
sen a varied programme of six songs in 
Welsh and English, persuading the 
audience to join in with the chorus of 
‘Loch Lomond’. 

An ensemble of students from 
Gower College Swansea performing 
arts department provided further con¬ 
trast with five very competent soloists 
as well as group numbers in a selection 
of musical theatre songs. 

This was a great effort towards the 
Eisteddfod fundraising from the com¬ 
munities of Colwinston, Llandow, 
Llyswomey and Sigingstone. The main 
organiser of this event, Colin 
Cornelius, had drawn on some of his 
many connections to bring it all togeth¬ 
er. 

There will be other fundraising 
events run by this committee before the 
Eisteddfod begins in early August. 



Armed Forces 
Day set for June 


ARMED Forces Day (AFD) 
2012 will once again be held in 
Coopers Field, Cardiff on June 
30. 

Having begun in 2006 with a simple 
veterans badge presentation it has 
grown year on year, and with 2012 
being the 60th anniversary of the 
Welch Regiment’s in the Korean War 
this is the highlight of AED Week, 
along with the 30th anniversary of the 
Welsh Guards’ involvement in the 
Ealklands conflict, along with many 
other Welsh service men and women. 

The South Atlantic Medal 
Association (SAMA) will mark the 
occasion with the rededication of their 
memorial in Alexandra Gardens, 
which is immediately to the rear of 
City Hall. Anyone wishing to attend is 
welcome. 

AED is not only an opportunity for 
the general public to show appreciation 
towards members of the Armed 
Services, it is also a day in which the 
whole family can join in and enjoy the 
many and varied displays that will be 
taking place. 

The main event on the Saturday will 
once again be centred on Cardiff 
Castle, the city centre and Coopers 
Eield, Bute Park. There will be a num¬ 
ber of other events that will be held in 
the castle and Cottrell Park Golf Club: 

On Monday June 25 at 10am a flag 
raising ceremony will take place in 
Cardiff Castle with veterans and stan¬ 
dards in attendance. 

On Tuesday June 26 an AED golf 
day will once again be held at Cottrell 
Park Golf Club. Details and applica¬ 
tion forms are published at the below 
web address. 

The day will include both individual 
and team competitions, and entries 
from sponsors, companies and individ¬ 
uals who support the Armed Eorces 


will be welcomed. The cost of the day 
is £25, which will include; golf, 
tea/coffee and a bacon roll on arrival, 
and a hog roast buffet and prize pre¬ 
sentations for the winners. There will 
also be a grand raffle, with all proceeds 
on the the day going to the AED fund. 

OnEriday June 29, there is ‘Beat 
Retreat’ at Cardiff Castle, featuring the 
band and drums of the Royal welch. 
Tickets are available either direct from 
the ticket desk in the Interpretation 
Centre of Cardiff Castle, or via the 
AED booking form. 

On Saturday June 30 there will be 
the rededication of the SAMA 
Memorial in Alexandra Park, a public 
parade through Cardiff City Centre and 
a short drum head service. 

A pre-ordered buffet will be avail¬ 
able in the AED Marquee and there 
will also be cash bars. 

There will also be a series of enter¬ 
tainments featuring local groups 
throughout the course of the day, 
including a fly past from elements of 
the BBME, free-fall parachute display 
from the RAE Ealcons, Naval Cadet 
gun drill races, the White Helmets 
motorcycle display team, musical 
marching displays by both military and 
civilian bands, and much more. 

Stands from various military organ¬ 
isations and service charities will be 
present and Military Capability 
demonstrations will include a climbing 
wall, assault course and paintball 
range. This is a free entry event. 

Application forms for the golf day, 
Beat Retreat and the buffet can be 
found and downloaded from the web¬ 
site: www.armedforcesdaywales. co. uk, 
or from Dave Morris on 01446 
772043, or: 

davecptmorris @ tiscali. co. uk. 

DAVE MORRIS 


COUN John 
Clifford, Mayor of 
the Vale hosted his 
final charity event 
in Llantonian Hall, 
to raise funds for 
the Galilee Chapel 
in Llantwit Major. 
The afternoon was 
well attended and 
raised £403.50. 


ABOVE: 

Soloist leuan Davies. 


Retiring Mayor’s 
final function 


Aw^ard for 
Health 
Board 

STAFF from 
Cardiff and Vale 
UHB have swept 
through a national 
research awards 
programme. 

Health Board staff 
won eight of the 13 
awards, allowing them 
to work on a wide vari¬ 
ety of research in areas 
like cystic fibrosis, car¬ 
diac and knee condi¬ 
tions, cancer and post- 
traumatic stress. 

Jon Bisson, the 
UHB’s Director of 
Research and 
Development, said: 

“This success is a great 
vote of confidence in the 
staff caring for patients 
day to day, but also 
looking to improve care 
for the future.” 


The Mayor and 
Mayoress took the 
opportunity to publicly 
thank his chaplain, Rev 
Huw Butler and 
Mayor's office staff, 
Carole Alexander and 
Jibril Abu Gharbieh for 
their support during the 
year. 

Coun Clifford said: 
“Christine and I have 
enjoyed our year repre¬ 
senting the Vale of 
Glamorgan, and would 
like to thank our family 
and friends for all their 
support.” 


New president 
for the Vale of 
Glamorgan Show 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Show 
committee were 
delighted when Mrs 
Fiona Martyn 
agreed to be its 2012 
president. 

Fiona was born in 
Wenvoe, went away to 
school in Herefordshire 
and Kent, then spent six 
months in Paris followed 
by a course at the Royal 
Welsh College of Music 
and Drama. 

She married Anthony 
Martyn, Master of the 
Glamorgan Hounds, in 
1965 and has lived at 
Tinkinswood, St 

Nicholas ever since. 

They farmed sheep 
and hunted. She joined 
Ant as Joint Master in 
1980 until 1991. Fiona 
now works in interior 
design, but her heart is in 
the countryside. 

Mrs Martyn said: 
“Anthony used to judge a 
lot of show hunter class¬ 
es all over this country 
and Ireland and hound 
shows, and I have proba¬ 
bly been to every large 
agricultural show in 



FIONA MARTYN 
Great Britain with him. 

“The most fun was 
always the Vale of 
Glamorgan Show, where 
we used to parade 
hounds, meet friends, 
and immerse ourselves in 
the best of Glamorgan 
livestock and people. 

“I am incredibly hon¬ 
oured to have been asked 
to be this year’s presi¬ 
dent, and I look forward 
to doing all I can for the 
show and enjoying every 
moment.” 

The show committee 
would like to pass on 
their thanks to Coun 
Jeffrey James, who was 
president in 2011. He 
has been a wonderful 
supporter of the show for 
many years and through 
him the society has built 


up an excellent relation¬ 
ship with the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council. 

The council work 
closely with the society 
and are very helpful 
throughout the year, par¬ 
ticularly during the show 
period. 

The Vale of 
Glamorgan Show will be 
held on Wednesday, 
August 22 at Fonmon 
Castle. 

The society are 
delighted to have three 
new displays in the main 
ring this year: The 

Devils Horsemen will be 
jousting and showing us 
their amazing horseman¬ 
ship skills during their 
display at 4pm after the 
grand parade. 

There will be a sheep¬ 
dog trials demonstration 
followed by a display of 
vintage tractors. With 
livestock classes, a dog 
show, craft fair, food hall 
and over 250 trade 
stands, it promises to be a 
fantastic event. 

For more information, 
go to www.valeofglam- 
organshow.co.uk or tele¬ 
phone 01446 710099 . 


Now Open at Happy Days Vintage Homestore 

If you like 
home 

cooked food, 
relaxing with 
a full 
flavoured 
coffee, or 
drinking your 
tea from a 
china cup ... 



Church 
Street, I I 
COWBRIDGE* ’ 
CF717BB 


www.kookieskitchen.co.uk 

Food that kooUCt 

tastes like it fcH-jiKam 

shouid ... luiCllCII 



Full Independence Ltd 


SALE 


RISE & RECLINE 
CHAIR CLEARANCE 



Plus specialists for aii your access soiutions: 


• Lifting and living aids • Scooters 

• Wheelchairs • Property Maintenance 

• Walk in Baths • Stairlifts • Power chairs 




□ 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: 


014467115551 

www.fullindependence.co.uk 

Units 1 & 2 Adenfieid Way, Rhoose CF62 SEA 
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CLP_ www.facebook.com/semnews* 


The GEM is joining forces with the Breast 
Cancer Care Cymru charity, to help launch 
a major fundraising event which will turn 
Cowbridge pink in readiness for its 
first Strawberry Tea next month. 


www.twitter.com/sem news 



_ Thursday, May 17th, 2012 

7^Tliree Horseshoes 

Country Inn -Moulton 


Cowbridge holds first 
ever Strawberry Street! 


S ATURDAY, 
June 23 will 
see the first 
Strawberry Street 
in Cowbridge, 
organised by 
Breast Cancer 
Care Cymru and a 
team of volunteers 
from the area, who 
will host a ground¬ 
breaking 
Strawberry Tea 
with games and 
stalls at 

Cowbridge’s Old 
Hall Gardens. 

To support the event, 
Cowbridge High Street 
will be turning pink 
from Saturday, June 9 
for two weeks, with 
local businesses dress¬ 
ing their windows with 
Breast Cancer Care bal¬ 
loons and banners and 
fundraising in store. 

Sally Harrop (49) 
from Cowbridge, volun¬ 
teered to help organise 
Strawberry Street after 
Breast Cancer Care 
Cymru supported her 


through her breast can¬ 
cer diagnosis. 

Sally said: “I have 
always lived with the 
knowledge that I would 
probably get cancer. My 
grandmother died from 
breast cancer at 51 and 
my mother has battled 
the disease twice, once 
in her 30s and then in 
her 40s. 

“Seeing my mum, 
who is now in her 80s, 
fight breast cancer twice 
and survive both times 
has shown me that how¬ 
ever horrible the disease 
is, it can be beaten. 

“In February 2010,1 
was not only diagnosed 
with breast cancer but I 
had a grade 3 tumour, 
which is the most 
aggressive form. 

“Because of my fam¬ 
ily history, I had both 
my breasts removed and 
a total reconstruction. 
Mum and the rest of my 
family were hugely sup¬ 
portive but also know¬ 
ing mum had battled it 
twice definitely inspired 
me.” 

Following her treat- 



Sally Harrop on the cat- 
walk at the Breast 
Cancer Care Cymru 
fashion show in City 
Hall. 

ment, Sally applied to 
be a model in the Breast 
Cancer Care Cymru 
fashion show at City 
Hall in Cardiff last 
March. She said: “It 
was one of the most 
amazing nights of my 
life and one that I shall 
never forget. It also 
gave me the opportunity 


to start fundraising for 
Breast Cancer Care so 
when the opportunity to 
help them with their 
Strawberry Tea 
Campaign came up I 
said yes straight away. 

“I have used a num¬ 
ber of Breast Cancer 
Care services, so being 
able to help them raise 
money to ensure they 
can continue to support 
other people going 
through what I went 
through is very impor¬ 
tant to me. 

“Please come along 
and support the first 
Strawberry Street in 
Cowbridge! And more 
importantly, support 
Breast Cancer Care 
Cymru and people liv¬ 
ing across Wales with 
Breast Cancer.” 

If you would like to 
organise your own 
Strawberry Tea, you can 
register for a free 
fundraising pack, which 
is full of tips and ideas 
to make your event a 
success, by calling the 
Wales office on 02920 
234070. 


Cycle ride fundraises for 
charity volunteer project 



A COWBRIDGE 
sixth-former got on 
his bike last week¬ 
end to raise cash 
for a charity proj¬ 
ect. 

Simon Gooding, as 
was reported in last 
week’s GEM, is rais¬ 
ing money for volun¬ 
tary work starting in 
August with 
‘Operation 
Mobilisation’ on their 
ship Logos Hope. 

He said: “I will join 
a team bringing edu¬ 
cation, building work, 
food and support to 
people in need. 

“Logos Hope, inci¬ 
dentally, is the largest 
floating book shop in 
the world! I will also 
be part of the deck 


crew.” 

Simon and some 
friends were in 
Cowbridge Leisure 
Centre last weekend, 
trying to cover as 
much ground as possi¬ 
ble on an exercise 
bike. 


He said: “I would 
like to thank all the 
people who came 
down and supported 
me. Also, I would like 
to thank Cowbridge 
Leisure Centre staff 
for being so helpful 
and welcoming. 


LEFT: 

Simon Gooding (on 
the bike) is joined by 
Dale Gooding (right), 
Rhiannon Miskin and 
Alex Rivett (left). 
Simon said: “/ was 
also helped out by 
Sam Street 
and Tom Paley, so a 
big thanks to all you 
guys”. _ 

“In total, four of my 
friends, my dad and 
myself did 656km and 
raised just over £100 
in the bucket by the 
bike for people to drop 
loose change in. 

“I still have sponsor 
money coming in, but 
am on my way to rais¬ 
ing the amount I 
need.”. 


Demolition of Sea Lawns 


shocks the local community 


THE Sea Lawns Hotel at 
Ogmore-by-Sea was demol¬ 
ished over the weekend and 
ends local residents’ 
dreams of it being used for 
the local community. 

Local politicians expressed dis¬ 
may that the owner had decided to 
go ahead with demolition. 

Residents had hoped that an 
investor would be found to re¬ 
establish the pub and hotel for the 
community. In recent years, it had 
been unoccupied, and the owner 
had sought planning consent for 
residential properties. 

Local MP Alun Cairns said he 
would continue to represent resi¬ 
dents’ concerns. 


“Fm really disappointed to hear 
that the Sea Lawns Hotel and pub 
building have been demolished. 

“I have written to the local 
council to ask if and how a plan¬ 
ning application for a new build 
on the site would differ from a 
planning application for a conver¬ 
sion of the existing remains of a 
building. 

“The Sea Lawns was an impor¬ 
tant community asset and could 
have also played a part to support 
tourism in this beautiful area. 

“Many socially-minded local 
residents longed to see Sea Lawns 
re-open rather, than have an intru¬ 
sive block of flats on the Heritage 
Coast area of Ogmore-by-Sea. 

“Having given evidence at the 


Planning Inquiry on behalf of 
local residents, I was delighted 
and relieved when the Inspector 
ruled in their favour.” 

The Vale AM, Jane Hutt, said 
local people were devastated at the 
news. 

She told The GEM: “This latest 
development is bitterly disap¬ 
pointing and shocking for those 
Ogmore-by-Sea residents who 
have campaigned so hard over the 
years to retain the Sealawns hotel 
for community, social and tourism 
purposes, rather than losing it to 
housing development. 

“I will continue to support resi¬ 
dents and have submitted my 
objections to this most recent 
planning application.” 


Family celebrates 
its jubilee at The 
Three Horseshoes 

- A PUB FOR ALL SEASONS! 



by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


A n important 
local jubilee 
is being cele¬ 
brated this year - 
the Silver Jubilee of 
The Three 

Horseshoes, the 
popular public 
house owned by the 
Peters family, 
which nestles in the 
Vale countryside. 

Twenty five years 
ago, Steve Peters had 
the vision to see what 
could be achieved at 
the Moulton pub, and 
sons Richard and Ian 
have carried on in 
their dad’s footsteps. 

But what is 
remarkable is how 
the family established 
the business in the 
first place. 


Richard explained: 
“My father was a 
refugee who came 
over from Hungary 
with nothing. He was 
the one who spotted 
its potential and built 
it up.” 

Now, a quarter of a 
century later. The 
Three Horseshoes is 
one of the longest 
family-owned pubs in 
the Vale. 


It is just five min¬ 
utes from Barry and 
10 minutes from 
Culverhouse Cross 
and Cowbridge. 

As people turn off 
Five Mile Lane and 
head the short dis¬ 
tance into the village 
of Moulton there’s a 
real sense of relax¬ 
ation - you’re away 
from the hurly burly 
of city life and can 


enjoy peaceful rural 
surroundings and a 
friendly welcome at a 
real country pub. 

The Three 

Horseshoes is set in 
two and a half acres, 
has spacious car 
parking, outdoor din¬ 
ing areas and a chil¬ 
dren’s play park. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 17) 
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ond wish them continued success 
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Jones’ Dairies Ltd. 

Delivering all grades of fresh milk 
including organic, soya and goats milk. 
Delivered to your door in Barry, Sully, 
Dinas Powys and Rhoose. 



You can now pay you bill by Direct Debit - 
no more waiting for the milkman 

please phone Barry 734729 

for further details 


We are pleased to supply The Three Horseshoes 
and wish them every success in their new venture 
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▼ General Printers 
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$ ▼ All Stationery Requirements 
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★ Watson Street, Barry ★ 

I Tel 01446 735452 | 
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Yie are pleased to support the 

Three Horseshoes, Moulton 


Traditional 
Dairy Ice Cream 

lo id thf iwm ft 


KE CREAM AS tT SMOWO BE1 


ROBERTSONS 

SOLICITORS 


We are delighted 
to support the 
Three Horseshoes, Moulton 


Contact: Andrew Humphreys 

at 2/4 Buttrills Road, Barry 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 8EF 
Tel: 01446 745660 
Fax: 01446 744124 
Email: andrewh@robsolsbarry.co.uk 




We are pleased 
to support the 
Three Horseshoes 
and wish them 
continued success 

Tel. 01446 737301 

RAN HOUSE, BROAD STREET, BARRY 
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7^ Three Horseshoes Country Inn 

— Moulton — 

Celebrates 25 years serving the Vale Community 


25 years of 
serving Vale 
community 



(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 16) 

Move inside and 
there’s a traditional 
bar and dining area 
with a flagstone floor 
and wooden beams 
where family groups 
sit and enjoy a wide 
range of dishes. Wood 
burning stoves 

enhance the cosy 
atmosphere. 

The Jockey 

Lounge, on the other 
side of the bar, is the 
ideal place for a pint, 
a chat and the chance 
to watch sport on TV. 

Just down the cor¬ 
ridor there’s a huge 
indoor play area for 
children with comfy 
leather sofas for the 
adults, and a shop! 
Mums and dads 
watch the kids tire 
themselves out while 
they enjoy a nice glass 
of wine or a pint. 

Up to five public 
houses are closing 
every week in Wales, 
so just how does The 
Three Horseshoes 
keep going from 
strength to strength? 
What is the secret of 
its success? 

Richard said: 
“Over the years. The 
Three Horseshoes has 
changed with the 
times and provided 
what the market 
wants. 

“We have three 
chefs who create real 
home cooked food. 

“We’re proud of 


being ‘Welsh and 
local’ - our meats and 
produce are sourced 
locally which is what 
customers want. 
Bread, cakes and 
desserts are all home¬ 
made too. 

“We even have our 
own beer 
Blacksmiths Ale! 

“We’ve always got 
lots of special meal 
deals available for 
customers. 

“Our belief is that 
people respond to 
great value for money 
and excellent serv¬ 
ice.” 

To ensure the best 
food preparation pos¬ 
sible, the pub has 
even started its own 
butchery department. 

The pub’s menu is 
also available in take¬ 
away form, and for 
those who want to 
import the pub’s 
excellence in cooking. 
The Fourth 

Horseshoe, is the 
pub’s catering arm. 

One thing the 
Peters family are par¬ 
ticularly keen on is 
offering as much 
choice as possible - a 
case in point being 
the large range of teas 
and coffees; ‘infu¬ 
sion’ teas introduced 
two months ago have 
already proved a hit. 

Richard insists that 
“pubs can’t stand 
still” and those that 
diversify and provide 
that ‘something 


extra’ will always 
thrive. 

Part of the diversi¬ 
fication involves pro¬ 
viding stylish 

overnight accommo¬ 
dation with en-suite 
facilities and top 
quality furnishings - 
just the place for local 
people’s relatives or 
friends to stay while 
visiting Barry or 
another part of the 
Vale. 

Also upstairs is an 
80 person function 
room, ideal for wed¬ 
dings, birthday cele¬ 
brations, anniver¬ 
saries or company 
conferences. 

Word of mouth has 
played a huge part in 
the success the pub 
has enjoyed over the 
years. 

Richard said: “We 
get lots of people 
coming here from 
Cowbridge, Llantwit, 
Barry and Rhoose, 
but also from Cardiff, 
Llantrisant and the 
valleys. 

“Our aim was to 
create something spe¬ 
cial in the Vale.” 

Steve Peters’ origi¬ 
nal vision has been 
accomplished, but 
you don’t have to 
take someone else’s 
word for it, go along 
and enjoy it for your¬ 
self. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, please go to: 
www.Shorseshoe- 
spub.com/ 






ABOVE: The new function suite is perfect 
for weddings and family events, and is 
complemented by stunning countryside views. 


ABOVE: 

Overnight ‘en suite’ 
accommodation is 
comfortable, modern 
and stylish - ideal for 
friends visiting the Vale! 


ABOVE: 

Children love the indoor play area with 
its slides and soft play facilities. 


Horseshoes 
Countiy Inn 

Moulton, Near Barry 


Celebrating our Silver Jubilee! 

25 years, with even more to offer. 

New function suite with extensive country views and outdoor 
sun terrace - perfect for weddings, 
family get togethers 
and groups. 


CHILDREN’S PLAYBARN 

New Weekend Offer ... 

Eat, play, drink and lucky bag - £7.95 per 
child (Saturday and Sunday only) 
Monday to Friday - Eat and Play £4.95 
Party Packages - Monday to Friday £8.45 
Saturday and Sunday £8.95 

DINING 2 course menu available Monday to Saturday 
Lunchtime and Evenings - Only £9.99 
Three Courses - Only £11.99 
Buy 2 large glasses of House Wine 
and get the rest of the bottle - FREE 


Home cooked food without the hassle! 

Our menu is available to takeaway every day til 9pm 
Fish & Chips, Curries, Pies, Steaks, Grills, Roasts, 
Daily Specials, etc. Please phone to order and collect. 


Free Wi Fi 


Visit our website: www.3horseshoespub.com 

Tel. 01446 710428 


New 


en-suite 

accommodation 
from £50 with 
Bed and Breakfast. 




We are pleased to supply 
The Three Horseshoes 
with quality flooring 
and wish them 
continued success 


• WE OFFER THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY 

• FREE OELIVERY ON ALL ORDERS OVER £100 

• FREE MEASURING AND ESTIMATING SERVICE 


25 Broad Street Parade, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 740235 

Easy Parking Available 


C&H 


PLUA\BING 

SUPPLIES 

Est 30 yrs 


We are pleased to 
supply quality Bathrooms 
and Heating Fittings to 
The Three Horseshoes 
and wish them success 


59 BROAD STREET, BARRY«0I446 736666 


WATSON CONSTRUCTION 
& MAINTENANCE 

All General Building Work 

We are pleased to have been involved 
in the refurbishment and wish 
The Three Horseshoes 
continued success 


01446 744558 
07836 743511 


Naunton Jones Le Masurter 

Hamilton House, 3 Herbert Terr, 5 St Andrews 
123 Broad St, Barry Penarth Cres, Cardiff 

01446 02920 02920 

734535 705309 383963 

Chartered Certified Accountants 
ACCOUNTANCY & TAXATION 
FOR BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS 
Would like to wish 
The Three Horseshoes, Moulton 
continued success for the future 


AAOLSON^dl^ 

We would like to wish the 
Three Horseshoes, Moulton 
continued success 
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V c^ou f^dd or gaol gn H#ol CXimbalis 2 
/ Bricwaith / Gwarth Soer 

/ipo&ocl Tetls / Egrvi Gwyr ckl 

/ G^«$ogi oc Awyru / Plostro 
/ Poent o ac Addumo 
/ Systemau Oeri a Rhewi 
/ Gosodiodo'j TTydanol 
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Cardiff and Vtie C0l99^ 
Cdeg Caerdydd cv Fro 


Join Cardiff and Vale College 

It's Cardiff and Vale Col lege's 
last open week before 
enrolment. 

Apply now or come to our 
open evenings, before it's 
toolatef!! 


Please visit our 
website for full 
details. 


Ymunwch § Choleg Caerdydd aY Fro 

Mae hi n wythnos agored olaf Cok’y 
Ccjerdydd o r Fro cyn cofrestru 

Gwnr wch yr owr nou ciowch i n 
nosweithiau agorcd. cyn ei bod hi n 

rhy hvvyr!!! 

Ewcti in gwdan um 
fanylion llavvn. 




Barry College + Coleg Gian Hofren = Cardiff and Vole College 
Coleg y Barri * Coleg Gian Hafren = Coleg Caerdydd o'r Fro 
«vww.carcliffondvalecollege.ac.uk Tel/Ffon: 030 30 301010 


/ 3per» \ 
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Coming soon 
DumballsRoad 2 

DumbcHlit 2 li I □ open »i Sepr.enx>er 

2012 ond wil otfer courses to f^eet 'Ocol denriand 
for training in tr*c engineering. canstructian C3nr1 
energy ndus-lr eii. 

There nrp places far arnund 3f>Q '.turlents to study 
Qt ir*»e Site. 

wyfw.cavcacjLA/dumbull^ood2 


Cardiff and Vte Coltog^ 
Cdag Coordydd oY Fro 


Courses offered at Dumballs Rood 2: 
/ BnckwoHic / Green energies 
/ Refrigeration / Tiling 
/Plosiering /Corpeniry 
/ Electrical installation 
/ Heating ofxl Ventilation 
/ Painting and Decorating 
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Local Newspaper Week 


21-27 May 2012 


building stronger communities 


LOOKING 
FORWARD TO 
BETTER DAYS 
TO COME... 


T his is Local 
Newspaper 
Week, which 
gives us an opportunity 
to thank you, our read¬ 
ers and advertisers, for 
your support. 

We do our best to repay 
it through our columns 
each week. Tell us of 
forthcoming events we 
may not have covered. 

We’ll try our best to 
include your notes of sucb 
occasions, particularly if 
you include mention of as 
many participants as pos¬ 
sible. If you send us all of 
the names we’ll publish 
them. Photographs full of 
local faces will be wel¬ 
comed. 

It’s your paper. Help us 
to fill it with your news, as 
well as news of your 
school or church or club 
or team. Send us a report 
or details of every event. 
We’ll do the rest 
We know it has not 
been a good year for most 
people and it has not been 
a good year for most busi¬ 
nesses. Some of us thought 
the upturn would come in 
2011, but for most of us it 
didn’t. 

There are perhaps one 
or two indications that 
signs of improvement are 



by 

Sir Ray Tindle 


beginning to appear now. 
We hesitated before actu¬ 
ally saying this because, 
we must admit, that’s 
what we thought in the 
spring of last year. 

Nevertheless, some signs 
are showing through and 
we must remain opti¬ 
mistic. 

The downturn must 
end, of course. Every pre¬ 
vious downturn has ended 
and mostly with a pro¬ 
nounced (and very wel¬ 
come) upturn. 

This newspaper, your 
local, has been covering 


the town and surrounds 
for 28 years and has seen 
many downturns in its 
time. So have all the other 
1,100 local newspapers in 
the UK. 

That’s why we can say 
with conviction that the 
better days will come and, 
if precedent is followed, 
they will be much better 
than in the past. 

So we believe the upturn 
will start this year - this 
Diamond Jubilee Year, this 
Olympic Year. 

This newspaper is not 
biased towards any politi¬ 
cal party, but we can be 
fairly sure that all parties 
will join us in wishing for 
a speedy end to the reces¬ 
sion, a rapid end to the 
unemployment problem 
and help for all in need. 

We believe the politi¬ 
cians and all residents 
who have the welfare of 
this area at heart will 
endeavour to support our 
local traders and shops 
and keep the lifeblood of 
our area flowing. 

It’s our community. We 
all wish it and all its resi¬ 
dents all the very best for 
the coming months. 

We are at your service. 
SIR RAY TINDLE 
Proprietor 


The Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 

Councillor John Clifford 

wishes to congratulate 

The Glamoirgan GEM 

on their reporting of local news and 
community issues and thanks them for 
their support during his year of office. 



Hoffai Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, y 

Cynghorydd John Clifford 

longyfarch aelodau staff 

If Glamorgan GEM 

ar eu gwaith yn cyflwyno newyddion 
Ueol a materion cymunedol, a diolch 
iddynt am eu holl gefnogaeth yn ystod 
ei flwyddyn yn y swydd. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

AH cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

vmw.maesleganimairescue.co.ulc 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


Lyn Murray, teachers, 
pupils and parents are 
pleased to support 

The 

Slamoi^an 
Ciem 

Thank you for spreading our news 
Keep up the good work! 

Pendoylan Church in Wales Primary School 
Pendoylan, Vale of Glamorgan 




The Queen’s message 
to regional media 


V ISITING regions across the United 
Kingdom during this Diamond 
Jubilee year, Prince Philip and I 
have been struck by the way that in towns, 
villages and cities, people have found that 
their community can be an important 
source of strength and support. 

Local and regional newspapers are a funda¬ 
mental part of the fabric of our communities and 
we should celebrate the important contribution 


The Olympics... 

A PERFECT 
LOCAL STORY 


T he Olympic 

and Paralympic 
Games are the 
perfect local story. I 
have said this at least 
a hundred times since 
we started on our 
journey to the 
London 2012 Games 
almost a decade ago. 

Although the games 
can only be awarded to 
one city, in our case it is 
London, every local 
newspaper can have its 
own story to tell, con¬ 
necting their readers to 
what is being trumpeted 
as this year’s biggest 
global story, happening 
right here in the UK. 

I am a product of 
local newspapers and 
have always been an 
avid reader of them. I 
was born in London, 
grew up in the west 
Midlands and Sheffield, 
trained in Loughborough 
and was a local MP in 
Falmouth. 

My longest and most 
rewarding relationships 
were those I made dur¬ 
ing my early days in ath¬ 
letics on the Sheffield 
Morning Telegraph. 

In Moscow, my father 
and coach wrote a diary 
from the Games that 
appeared in that local 
newspaper. 

This gave insights 
that no other media out¬ 
let got after returning 
from the 1980 Games in 
Moscow. 

In Sheffield I was fea¬ 
tured as the son of the 
city, in the 

Loughborough Echo it 
was world class training 
in the town’s university 
that “won it”. 

In Fulham, my grand¬ 
mother was made grand¬ 


mother of the year by 
the local newspaper, and 
because my mother was 
of Indian descent, we 
were even approving 
editorials in the Times of 
India. 

When we bid for 
these Games a decade 
ago, we promised to 
make these games UK¬ 
wide, and it is our local 
media, particularly local 
newspapers, that are 
helping us to do this. 

They are carrying the 
stories of the thousands 
of businesses who have 
benefited from the 
Games, the millions of 
people who are helping 
to stage the Games - 
from volunteers to per¬ 
formers; the thousands 
of athletes and coaches 
preparing to participate 
in the Games, and the 57 
million people across the 
UK who are just 10 
miles away from the 
Olympic flame as it trav¬ 
els around the country. 

These stories are 
brought to life in local 
papers up and down the 
country and it is for this 
reason that I am support¬ 
ing this year’s Local 
Newspaper Week. 

The sporting events 
may not be taking place 
in your town or your 
city, but there will be 
possibly hundreds of 
people gearing up to 
welcome the world and 
celebrate the Games. 

My commitment is to 
work with all local 
newspapers to make sure 
they know when the 
events are, so they can 
alert readers and capture 
the moments for all their 
readers to share. 

Lord Sebastian Coe 



^.lanttutt Jhajor tCoton Council 

is proud to support The Glamorgan GEM, 
which is instrumental in addressing 
community initiatives and news 
updates ensuring our townsfolk are 
continually informed. 


they make to highlighting the issues and achieve¬ 
ments of their particular area. 

Through their reporting, local newspapers such 
as The Glamorgan GEM act as a voice for their 
readers and a focus for all. 

Britain’s regional media has also played an 
admirable role in helping communities to follow 
the fortunes of their local heroes - the athletes 
who will represent our nation at the London 2012 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. Their endeav¬ 
ours should be a source of inspiration to us all. 

I hope that both the Diamond Jubilee and the 
London Olympics will give people renewed cause 
for optimism and a reason to come together in cel¬ 
ebration of what we can all achieve as a country. 

I am delighted to give this message of support 
to this year’s Local Newspaper Week. I wish both 
local newspapers and their readers every success 
in the future. 

Elizabeth R 


‘Local papers, a 
valuable and 
constant source 
of stability’ 


W HEN I first 
joined my 
local theatre 
group as a teenager in 
north London, the 
Barnet Press was a 
very important part 
of my life. 

Each performance I 
gave was written up for 
the local community to 
see, whether good or 
bad, and I used to run 
down to the corner 
newsagent and come 
home and scour the 
pages hoping for a suc¬ 
cess. 

The main critic for the 
paper was a lovely and 
respected man named 
WH Gelder, and he gave 
me a lot of encourage¬ 
ment and support 


through his observant 
reviews and words of 
wisdom. 

When I eventually 
went on tour, the local 
paper would still support 
me with an update of my 
endeavours and so the 
Barnet Press was a very 
supportive and comfort¬ 
ing factor in my life 
then. 

I know my local paper 
now, the Bucks Herald, 
supports local communi¬ 
ties and ambitious indi¬ 
viduals in the same way, 
and I really do think that 
local papers are a valu¬ 
able and constant source 
of stability, giving 
informative news to its 
local readers. 

Sir David Jason 
OBE, actor. 


m 


SCHOOL 


The staff and pupils would like to thank 

The Cilniiiargaii Gem 

for the editorial and photographs 
celebrating Barry Comprehensive School’s 
continued success. 


Tel: 01446 411411 

Download the prospectus and keep 
up to dote with BCS news by visiting 

WWW. ba r r ycom p.com 


THE COMMUNITY SHOP 


9-13 Cowbridge Road, PONTYCLUN 

The Charity Shop for the connoisseur 


★ New Bridal Department (buy or hire) 

High Quality Clothing 

Bric-a-Brac Children’s Dept - Prams etc 

★ Curtains ★ Second Hand Books 

★ Furniture - Second Hand ★ DVDs, etc 

OPEN: Monday to Saturday 9 am - 5 pm 

Tel: 01443 222444 

We collect and deliver 
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Newspaper Week 

building stronger communities 

21-27 May 2012 

1 

The GEM asked Ysgol lolo pupils to look at a momentous pear ahead 


The Olympic values, Citius, Altius 
Fortius (Faster, Higher, Stronger) 


RECENTLY, pupils at 
Ysgol lolo Morganwg 
have been designing 
Olympic-themed 
poems and National 
Eisteddfod posters, 
ready for the momen¬ 
tous events taking 
place in the Vale and 
internationally this 
summer. A selection of 
their words are printed 
here. 


HONESTY is owning up 
to our wrong, no matter 
how cruel the conse¬ 
quences and to one 
another. 

Honesty is a sign of a 
delicate, truthful butter¬ 
fly with its colourful 
wings. 

Excellence is standing 
on the Olympic podium 
with the greatest golden 
medal round your neck 
celebrating your victory. 


Excellence is passing 
a flute exam after end¬ 
less hours of tiring prac¬ 
tice, finally achieving 
greatness in the dark, 
shadowy exam room. 

Efforts have to be 
made to get along with 
others, befriending 
friendless children, 
bringing joy and happi¬ 
ness. 

Efforts are made by 
hard-working athletes 


striving for victory on 
the field of dreams. 

Bravery on the battle¬ 
fields, courage and dar¬ 
ing - the young soldiers 
fighting for our freedom. 

Respect and polite¬ 
ness go hand and hand 
with fair play and trust¬ 
worthiness when being 
the perfect neighbour. 
CAITLIN LORD 
BRAVERY is an athlete 
in the Olympics and all 
of the country is hoping 
for her to win gold. 

Honesty is being 
truthful no matter what 
the consequences will 
be. 

Effort is endless hours 
in the training pool 
swimming, crawling, 
pulling my body through 
the shimmering blue 
waters, diving into the 
ocean, paddling my 
board, waves crashing, 
striking my painful 
limbs, aiming for gold. 

Eair play is standing 
side by side with my 
opponents no matter 
what, never trying to 
hurt their feelings, never 
cheating, playing by the 
rules. 

Respect is showing 
courtesy to my family, 
friends and teachers, 
offering kind words like 
my loving mum. 

Excellence is trying 
my hardest to achieve 
my goals, climbing 
never-ending mountains 
with a smile on my face. 
HAF THOMAS 
CO-OPERATION is 
working diligently 
together in life. 

Co-operation is work¬ 
ing as a strong team to 
win the game. 

Excellence is celebrat¬ 
ing every moment of a 
beautiful, colourful, 
action-packed life. 

Excellence is discov¬ 
ering your superior tal¬ 
ent and using it in a 
painful but exciting life. 

Bravery is standing 
heroically on the battle¬ 
field to serve your beau¬ 
tiful country in order to 
gain world peace. 


Bravery is climbing 
what seems like a never- 
ending mountain cov¬ 
ered in snow. 

Effort is putting your 
all into every daily thing 
you do. 

Effort is doing every¬ 
thing you can to be a 
good, kind person. 

Respect is to admire 
the people around us and 
to think of their feelings 
to make the world a hap¬ 
pier place. 

Respect is congratu¬ 
lating people whether 
they get gold, silver or 
bronze, or even last 
place, because they have 
tried their best, they 
have earned a life-long 
achievement. 

LLYR OWEN 
HONESTY is truthful 
and owning up for all 
our wrongs. 

Honesty is saying if 
you ’ve dived or commit¬ 
ted afoul. 

Eair play is being fair 
and honest in the 
Games. 

Eair play is not to 
cheat by taking drugs to 
win every race. 

Bravery is standing 
on the blocks, ready to 
race, eagerly awaiting 
the pistol ’5 shot. 

Bravery is a value of 
life, respected in a war¬ 
rior. 

Co-operation is work¬ 
ing like a team, helping 
each other to win the 
battle. 

ALED LOWE 

HONESTY is the won¬ 
derful joy of being 
straight-forward and 
truthful. 

Honesty can be the 
way to start a friendship 
with love. 


Eair play is the trust¬ 
worthy, courageous 
return of Dwayne 
Chambers to the 
Olympic Games. 

Eair play is competing 
by the rules with honesty 
and respect. 

Bravery is jumping 
out of a plane not know¬ 
ing whether the para¬ 
chute will open. 

Bravery can be a 
valuable jewel, holding 
your hand to help you 
archie ve in life. 

Excellence is the 
superior achievement on 
any field, loving the joy 
of success and merit. 
JAC WISENDEN 
HONESTY is a wonder¬ 
ful sign inside someone. 

Honesty is a sign of 
truthful person. 

Honesty is a girl that 
doesn’t cheat. 

Honesty is someone 
fixing their wrongs. 

Honesty is a girl 
singing to her mum her 
sad song. 

Respect is someone 
treating others as he 
wants to be treated. 

Respect is a teacher 
who listens to her pupils. 

Respect is a mother 
who let her children 
grow up happy and safe. 

Respect is a boy who 
treats his friends fairly 
without any gain. 

Respect is a girl who 
cares for her dog, walk¬ 
ing it in the rain. 

Excellent is passing 
an exam, practicing 
hard. 

Excellent is my dad, 
doing a roly-poly for the 
first time in 20 years. 

Excellent is doctors 
saving people’s lives. 

Excellent is a baby 


learning to walk. 

Excellent is a toddler 
learning to talk. 

LINNEA STENLUND- 
RODERICK 

HONESTY is turning 
yourself in for a ruthless 
crime. 

Honesty is not diving 
in recklessly on the foot¬ 
ball pitch. 

Excellence is victory 
for Team GB. 

Excellence is swoop¬ 
ing down the 100m 
sprint like a jaguar in 
motion. 

Respect is wishing 
good luck to every sin¬ 
gle participant in the 
magnificent Games. 

Respect is appreciat¬ 
ing each and every sin¬ 
gle decision from the 
referee. 

Effort is attempting 
anything that’s put in 
front of us with all 
we’ve got. 

Effort is putting 
blood, sweat and tears in 
to hurdling even when 
you’ve lost. 

Bravery is gliding 
across icy and cold sur¬ 
faces on an uncontrol¬ 


lable bobsleigh. 

Bravery is keeping a 
steady hand in front of a 
roaring audience. 

Eair play is respecting 
how well the opposition 
have done, no matter 
what position they came. 

Eair play is admitting 
you lost a heart-thump¬ 
ing race. 

Co-operation is work¬ 
ing hard with your team¬ 
mates, even if you’ve 
only got one last breath. 

Co-operation is work¬ 
ing for your country and 
fighting for glory 
because failure is not an 
option. 

ROBBIE THOMAS 

HONESTY is owning up 
to fouling a player on a 
football pitch. 

Honesty is admitting 
to hitting your sister on 
Christmas Eve. 

Effort is climbing up 
Mount Snowdon to 
realise your ambition. 

Effort is not giving up 
training after falling 
over or hurting yourself. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 21) 
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JANE HUTTam 

Labour Assembly Member 
for the Vale of Glamorgan 

Working with 

TIte 

for 13 years. 

www.Janehutt.co.uk 

jane.hutt@wales.gov.uk 

01446 740981 

115 High Street, Barry CF62 7DT 
Regular surgeries held throughout the Vale 
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Presenting our school production:- 

GUYS ‘N’ DOLLS 

Tickets £6.50 Adults - £5 Child/Concessions 
Running Monday - Thursday 9th- 12th July 

Llantwit Major Comprehensive School 
Ham Lane East, Llantwit Major CF61ITQ 
T: 01446 793301 

E: llantwitmajorhs@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

www.llantwitschool.org.uk 

Our staff, pupils and parents 
are pleased to support The GEM 
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Comp^i^pe. School 

^ ^ Age 11-16 Girls' School 
Co-Educational 6th Form 

We would like to thank 

The Glamorgan GEM 

for the excellent editorial and 
photographs for Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School. 


MERTHYR DYFAN ROAD, BARRY, 
CF62 9YQ - Tel. 01446 403500 
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Pupils' 

Olympic 

thoughts 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 20) 

Bravery is having the 
guts to own up to every¬ 
thing wrong you ’ve 
done. 

Bravery is preparing to 
skydive and jumping out 
of a plane, not knowing 
whether your parachute 
will open. 

Fair play is being a 
good sport when you 
lose a game. 

Respect is supporting 
the rest of the team. 
Excellence is perfecting 
your art and achieving 
your goal. 

RHYS WILLIAMS 

EFFORT is attempting 
to run as fast as you 
can. 

Effort is trying to jump 
further than you had 
ever imagined possible. 
Excellence is doing your 
greatest at everything. 
Excellence is earning 
merits for your superior 
achievements. 

Fair play is being hon¬ 
est with the referee. 

Fair play is respecting 
everyone and every¬ 
thing. 

Bravery is doing a back 
flip on the narrow 
beam. 

Bravery is diving off a 
high diving board and 
plummeting into the 
deep water. 

Honesty is like an angel 
doing its job, spreading 
the word of God. 
Honesty is truthful and 
legal. 

Co-operation is rugby 
players trying to win the 
Grand Slam, sweating 
in the sticky mud. 
Respect is understand¬ 
ing the rules of games. 
Respect is being polite 
to everyone. 

Respect is being nice to 
friends and family, even 
when things are going 
downhill. 

NOAH HUGHES 


Local Newspaper Week 


21-27 May 2012 


Cowbridge Book 
a "monster’ start 


building stronger communities 

Festival gets off to 
with the "Gniffalo’ 


Photographs 
by MIKE 
WILCOCK 

COWBRIDGE Book Festival is under 
way, and last Saturday, May 12, young 
readers were catered for with an appear¬ 
ance of the popular children’s character 
the Gruffalo. 

As you can see from Mike Wilcock’s photo¬ 
graphs, the youngsters were thrilled to get up 
close to the star of the award-winning books 
penned by Julia Donaldson and illustrated by 
Axel Scheffler. 


The event was held in Old Hall Gardens 
and was complemented by art and craft dis¬ 
plays. 





HOWELL'S SCHOOL. LLANDAFF 
WALES' muNWi MotFtsioorr school 




PORTHCAWL 
Comprehensive 
School 

are pleased to 
support The GEM 

Porthcawl is a traditional school with 
a proven track record of excellence. 
Anyone interested may obtain 
more details by telephoning 

01656 774100 
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. YSGOL GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG 

n UnigYsgol Gyfun Cyfrwng Cymraeg y Fro/ 
il A Welsh Medium School for the Vale 


We appreciate the editorial space 
provided by 

Th« Cilamoi^aii GEM 

Rydym yn gwerthfawrogi y cyfle i son 
am ein llwyddiannau yn 

If Glamoi^an GEM 

Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, Heol Colcot, 

Y Barri CF62 8YU - Ffon/Tel 01446 450280 
post® bromorgannwg.org.uk/www. yfro.org.uk 
Pennaeth/Headteacher: Dr Dylan E Jones 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

^ The Town Mayor 
of Barry 

Councillor 

Bronwen 
Brooks 

would like 
to thank 

The Glamorgan GEM 

for the excellent coverage 
during her year in office. 

''As always, The GEM has 
enhanced its deserved 
reputation as a successful 
community newspaper. ” 



VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN SHOW 

Wednesday 22nd August 2012 
Fonmon Castle Park, Nr. Cardiff Airport 
Call Nicola Gibson on 01446 710099 
The Cilam<irgan GEM ensures that 
show results are reported to the community a.s.a.p. 
We appreciate your continual support! 




COWBRIDGE 
COMPREHENSIVE 
SCHOOL 

would like to invite you to the 

Art & Design Exhibition 
of A and AS Level and GCSE work 

which is being held in the Art Block at 

The Cowbridge Comprehensive School, 
Aberthin Road on 

Thursday 21st June 2012 from 6pm-7.30pm 
We are pleased to support our local newspaper who 
continually report our news and pupils’achievements. 
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ThB Olympic 
Flame is comina 


Join us and line the streets 



^lS25: 

^ Lloyds TSB 



This is a once-in-a-lifetinne opportunity to be port of 
history and celebrate the Olympic Flame coming to 

the Vale of Glamorgan 


On Saturday 26th May, between Tam 
and 8:50am, the Olympic flame will be 
carried through Dinas Powys, Barry and 
Barry Island. Come and line the streets 
and cheer on the local Torchbearers! 


Ifs our momeni fo shine 

Iondon2012.com/olympictorchrelay 




tocebook..coniA>odon20l2lorchrelay twitter.com/Iondon20I2 

■■ 'M" 









Thursday, May 17th, 2012 


wwwJacebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 23 
















Thursday, May IQth, 2012_ www.facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem_news _THE GEM - 24 



BY PHILIP IRWIN 



ABOVE: 

One of the new classrooms. 


www.barakafoocls.co.uk 




Baraka Food 
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Ne ore pleased to support 
*endoylan Church in Woles 
Primary School 
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E xcitement is building at 
Pendoylan Church-in-Wales 
Primary School now that phase 
one of a £3.6 million redevelopment pro¬ 
gramme is almost complete. 

While the original school building, dating back 
to 1873, will be refurbished and retained, a brand 
new modern and well-lit layout has taken the 
school into a new era. 

The contractors, ISG - a national company 
with a regional office in Cardiff, are putting the 
finishing touches to phase one, a little remains to 
be done other than landscaping. 

The school’s press officer and class teacher, 

Mr Drew John, was understandably excited as he 
showed The GEM around. 

The circular building that adjoins the new car 
park houses the school hall, and this will be a 
very distinctive feature - as it is a large round 
space, which has been designed as a games hall 
as well. 

Mr John said: “The new car park is a very wel¬ 
come feature, because parking outside the school 
has never been easy.” 

The main hall section then joins a series of 
very bright, spacious and cheerful classrooms 
which extend down towards the original school 
building 

Mr John said: “I used to teach in this very 
spot, but last year it was in a temporary class¬ 
room that had seen better days. 

“From a teaching point of view, this really is a 
new school.” 

He said that what had happened to the school 
was a tribute to the vision of headteacher Lyn 
Murray. 

He said: “When Lyn arrived at the school it 
was down to 58 pupils, and was in danger of 
being closed. 

“She believed in the importance of church 
schools, and also in the fact that a school can be 
important to a village community, and persuaded 
the education authority to give her a chance to 
build up the numbers.” 

Progress was steady, and now the school has 
more than 200 pupils. As part of that progress, 
new school classrooms were built in 1997, and 
those are still in very good condition. 

The determination to make the school part of 
the community extended to the sports facilities. 
Mr John explained: “We had an outside sports 
court built four years ago, and the children use it 


as a playground and also for five-a-side football 
and tennis. 

“We also leave the tennis nets up during the 
summer, so that local people can use them.” 

Looking out from the new school over the 
playground, football posts were being put up on 
the school’s sports field, which adjoins the sports 
court. 

Mr John said: “The field has always been 
there, but it has now been flattened and a 
drainage system has been put in. 

“It is ideal for TAG rugby games with local 
primary schools, and we have a number of pupils 
who are already playing to a good standard with 
their local rugby clubs.” 

Lyn Murray, the headteacher, said: “The way 
the school has grown is very gratifying. I always 
wanted it to be a ‘beacon’ for church schools, and 
I believe we have achieved that.” 

She was also full of praise for all the govern¬ 
ing bodies and to Father Edwin Counsell plus the 
parents at the school, who organise fundraising 
under the name ‘The Friends of Pendoylan 
School’. 

Funding for the project came from the Welsh 
Assembly, what is particularly impressive is the 
financial commitment taken on by the friends. 

Mrs Murray said: “The Friends have promised 
to contribute £16,000 in each of the next 10 years. 

“They have always been very active in sup¬ 
porting the school, but this shows how much the 
school matters to our parents.” 

With phase one now complete, the project is 
still on schedule to be finished by August, well in 
time for the new school year. 


ABOVE: 

The sports court and playing field. 


ABOVE: 

Large windows make the new classrooms 
bright and cheerful. 


AUSTIN PARTNERSHIP 

CONSULTING CIVIL & 

■ STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS ■ 

Austin Partnership are pleased 
to be associated with the 
redevelopment of Pendoylan School 

11 DRAKE WALK, WATERFRONT 2000, ATLANTIC 
WHARF, CARDIFF CFIO 4AN 
TEL: 02920 435300 FAX: 02920 435310 
EMAIL: mail@austinpartnership.co.uk 
WEB: www.austinpartnership.co.uk 




ABOVE: 

The new school’s main building, which is 
easily reached from the new car park. 


Dreams come 

village 


true for local 
school 




Now Serving Evening Meals 

Friday and Saturdays 

Llanerch Vineyard, Hensol, Vale of Glamorgan CF72 8GG 
01443 222 716 

www.llanerch-vineyard.co.uk info@llanerch-vineyard.co.uk 


ABOVE: 

The new school classrooms now 
overlook the sports court. 



Start saving money with 
Pinnacle’s Managed Print Services 

Understand the true costs of managing your 
printing environment and reduce your total 
document output costs by up to 60% 

Systems 

Colour & Mono Digital MFD’s 
Wide Format Systems 
Fax, Scanners & Laser Printers 
Graphic Arts Finishing Equipment 
Document Software Solutions 
Digital Production & Wide Format Systems 
Variable Data/High Volume Print Systems 

Freephone: 0800 393 518 
email:info@piniiacle-group.co.uk 
xerox pinnacle-group.co.uk 


Solutions 

Fax, Scan, Email 
Accountancy 
Case Management 
Secure Print 

Flexible Finance Terms 

For all aspects of purchase 


"^TPIrrecle 



ISG is proud to be 
the Main Contractor 
for the extension to the 

Pendoylan Church in 
Wales Primary School. 



www.isgplc.com 


Pinnacle Complete Office Solutions is a trading name of Pinnacle Office Equipment Ltd. 
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READERS LETTERS EXTRA 


New LDP should 
address waste policy 


T he LDP was 
wrong not 
only for 
devoting huge 
greenfield areas for 
housing - a house¬ 
builders’ charter - 
but also for allocat¬ 
ing Barry dock for 
waste incinerators, 
when it’s supposed 
to include a full 
waste management 
plan. 

The Tory Cabinet and 
officers wanted to justify 
their past approvals of 


incinerators of waste 
wood and domestic 
waste amidst the light- 
industry businesses and 
close to housing on 
Dock View Road. 

They ignored waste¬ 
transporting lorry traffic, 
the noise levels of power 
plant, and the potentially 
toxic ash that needs on¬ 
site processing. 

In addition to these 
obvious reasons, general 
policy says to site such 
plant adjacent to indus¬ 
trial heat users, as heat is 
the majority of the ener¬ 
gy output. Barry’s chem¬ 
ical complex has empty 


LDP: Chance for 
new council 


T he big 

Conservative 
losers in the 
recent Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
elections were coun¬ 
cillors whose com¬ 
munities were to be 
severely affected by 
the proposed Local 
Development Plan. 

How ironic it is then 
that out of the 10 
Conservative councillors 
in those wards; Rhoose; 
Illtyd; Dyfan; Wenvoe 
and Sully, the only two 
surviving Tory council¬ 
lors are the ex-Chair and 
ex-Vice-Chair of the 


planning committee who 
were responsible for the 
plan. 

The new council have 
an opportunity to step 
back from the LDP; gen¬ 
uinely consult the peo¬ 
ple; conduct an unbiased 
analysis with regard to a 
new settlement (particu¬ 
larly at Llandow); ques¬ 
tion the Welsh 
Government about the 
housing requirement, 
and challenge them to 
make provisions to deal 
with the neglected Barry 
infrastructure. 

Dennis Harkus, 
FocusBARRY support- 


ex-industrial sites, and 
Dow Coming did 
express interest in the 
heat. 

Yet the LDP goes for 
incinerators (masquerad¬ 
ing as ‘waste manage¬ 
ment facilities’) rather 
than devoting the half- 
empty dockland to 
mixed development with 
housing in accord with 
declared ‘aspirations’. 

The LDP has by law 
to include principles for 
an integrated waste plan 
and Friends of the Earth 
have put in a case that 
this one doesn’t. It needs 
facilities for reclaiming 
waste materials includ¬ 
ing maximising recy¬ 
cling. 

It has to justify incin¬ 
erating household waste 
rather than maximising 
recycling. It needs to 
show integration, includ¬ 
ing facilities for process¬ 
ing the ash from any 
incinerators. It’s not 
acceptable to plan to 
send vast quantities of 
toxic ash for dumping in 
English landfills. 

So, Barry and Vale 
FoE wants Labour’s 
scrapping of the LDP to 
extend to the council’s 
awful planning for 
waste. 

Max Wallis, 

Barry and Vale Friends 
of the Earth 


Normal service 
resumed for 
Air Ambulance 


WALES Air 
Ambulance has 
resumed normal 
service from Tam 
this morning 
(Wednesday May 9, 
2012) following 
guidance from 
operator Bond Air 
Services led to 
them being tem¬ 
porarily grounded 
last week. 

The decision to 
resume flying its com¬ 
plete service was made 
following a thorough 
investigation into a safe¬ 
ty issue which had led 
Bond to ground all its 
EC 135 helicopters 
across the UK as a pre¬ 
cautionary measure. 

Wales Air Ambulance 
has leased two EC 135 
air ambulances (based at 
Caernarfon and 
Swansea) from Bond 
since 2009 with an 
exemplary safety record. 

However, following a 
routine check of an 
EC 135 helicopter in 
Europe a small crack 
was detected on the 
lower rotor blades. 

Bond made the deci¬ 
sion to temporarily 
ground its EC 135 fleet 
while intensive checks 
were carried out with 
engineers from the man¬ 
ufacturer Eurocopter. 

After 34 hours of 
thorough investigation. 


Eurocopter gave an 
unequivocal guarantee 
that the EC 135 is safe to 
fly within normal opera¬ 
tional limits following 
the continuing practice 
of visual inspections 
prior to each flight. 

Wales Air Ambulance 
found no defects in its 
two leased EC 135 heli¬ 
copters. 

Its third helicopter, 
based at Welshpool, is a 
different model and had 
continued to operate as 
normal. 

Wales Air Ambulance 
Chief Executive Angela 
Hughes said: “The safe¬ 
ty of our patients and 
our air crew is para¬ 
mount to Wales Air 
Ambulance and Bond 
Air Services and we 
supported Bond’s deci¬ 
sion to suspend flights 
to enable a detailed 
investigation to take 
place. 

“Wales Air 
Ambulance has engi¬ 
neers stationed at each 
of our three airbases 
across Wales who carry 
out safety checks after 
every flight as normal 
procedure, and this will 
continue.” 

A Wales Air 
Ambulance spokesper¬ 
son told The GEM: “I 
can confirm no faults 
were found on any air 
ambulances in Wales.” 


Penarth Computer Club 

- Images of ancestors 


“WE are all a mixture of fea¬ 
tures from our ancestors, cour¬ 
tesy of their combined DNA - 
mother’s colouring, grandad’s 
ears perhaps and great- 
grandad’s chin. How far back 
can they be identified? It could 
be that a pronounced feature 
has skipped a generation and 
re-emerged. 

All this is part of the reward for 
research into one’s family history, as 
identified by Dr Diane Brook to 
Penarth Computer Club. She concen¬ 
trated on finding what our ancestors 
looked like. 

The accuracy of images has varied 
through out time. Cave drawings were 
mentioned in passing, providing very 
little information, but crude effigies 
were eventually improved by death 
masks and better sculpture. Things 
moved on to drawings, paintings and 
silhouettes. 

As the skills of the artists improved, 
so did the opportunity to use that skill 
to flatter the subject. As the subject of 
a portrait was mostly high-ranking 
and/or wealthy and influential, the 
temptation to improve on the original 
is understandable. 

The practice was perhaps confirmed 
by Oliver Cromwell who felt it neces¬ 
sary to instruct that he be shown 
‘warts and all,’ rather than be 
improved. 

Things changed around 1840 when 
photography arrived. Now not just the 
rich and powerful could be recorded, 
but the ‘lesser folk’ also. Although 
some gentry had previously commis¬ 
sioned paintings of their servants, the 
camera was now able to deal with 
groups economically. 

The camera recorded ordinary peo¬ 
ple and events, although the people in 
the picture might not be identified, you 
might know that great aunt Maud was 


a maid to Lady someone and find her 
in a picture of the house staff taken at 
a special occasion. 

The present-day researcher is con¬ 
stantly frustrated by having a shoe-box 
full of photographs that carry no date 
or identification information on the 
back. As time passes, there is less 
chance of putting names to faces. 

Today, the widening use of digital 
cameras means that many photographs 
never get printed. They can be dis¬ 
played on-screen or on-line, but if the 
files are lost, the records are lost. 

Also lost can be some of the cam¬ 
era’s honesty as people learn how to 
manipulate the results digitally. We’ve 
been here before! The technology has 
advanced, but a person’s wish to look 
good stays the same. 

Eor the sake of future generations, 
and researchers, please print off a 
selection of photographs and record 
who, when, where and why on the 
back. 

During her talk. Dr Brook men¬ 
tioned several image sources and that 
more are cropping up as records are 
digitised and made available on-line. 
Club members suggested a few more. 

Many are group photographs and 
could include an ancestor of yours for 
whom no other photograph exists. 
Photographic archives range from 
west Glamorgan with 3,700 images to 
the Imperial War Museum with 11 mil¬ 
lion. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday, 
May 22 at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth, 7.30pm. 
Howard will show how to do screen- 
shots, discuss the perils of auto-save 
and more. Eor more information, tele¬ 
phone 02920 708439. 

Howard Desmond (chairman) 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 
FITTING 


limited offer 








A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market. Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 


I )< )()K 

DOCTOR 


i 


01446 688018 • 01656 360027 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 
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Introducing the Vans TR. 
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Air corxJItlontng 


£169 

per month 


To arrange a test (^^h/e contact us on the details belou/. 

Toyota World Bridgend 

Tondu Road, Bridgend. Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

Tel: 01656 858334 www.toyotaworldbridgend.toyota.co.uk 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ofod yn un o bartneriaid swpddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


Welsh Learner of the Year: final four announced 


NOS Sadwrn, ar 61 
deuddydd o gystad- 
lu brwd yng 
Nghaerdydd, Sain 
Dunwyd a thros y 
we, cyhoeddwyd 
enwau’r pedwar 
ymgeisydd a fydd 
yn cymryd rhan yn 
rownd derfynol 
cystadleuaeth 
Dysgwr y 
Flwyddyn eleni. 

Derbyniwyd bron i 
ddeugain o geisiadau ar 
gyfer y gystadleuaeth 
eleni - y nifer uchaf eri- 
oed - gyda nifer ohonyn 
nhw’n byw mewn gwa- 
hanol rannau o’r byd. 
Oherwydd hyn, bu’n 
rhaid cynnig darpariaeth 
cyfweld gyda thechno- 
leg Skype, a chafwyd 
cystadlu dros y we am y 
tro cyntaf yn banes yr 
Eisteddfod. 

Y pedwar a ddaeth i’r 
brig oedd Ashok Ahir o 
Gaerdydd, Rhian 
Dickenson o’r Fenni, 
Isafas Grandis o 
Trevelin, Chubut, a 
Mark Morgan o 


F or the first 
time, Mazda’s 
pioneering all- 
new CX-5 will be 
available to test 
drive at Victoria 
Park Mazda during 
a special launch 
weekend (May 19- 
20 ). 

Not only can cus¬ 
tomers in Cardiff test 
drive the CX-5, they can 
also discover the car’s 
sports handling from a 
professional Mazda driv¬ 
er and learn how it has 
been developed to dra¬ 
matically improve effi¬ 
ciency, safety and over¬ 
all performance. 

All-new from the 
ground up, this 
crossover SUV incorpo¬ 
rates Mazda’s SKYAC- 
TIV technology and 
demonstrates the 
Japanese brand’s ability 
to throw out the rule 
book and start over, 
using its engineering 
expertise to create a 
vehicle that revolutionis¬ 
es the car industry. 

Lighter, yet stronger 
than any of its competi¬ 
tors, the CX-5 offers a 
combination of best-in¬ 
class economy, a spa¬ 
cious interior, cavernous 
boot, sleek design, opti¬ 
mum safety and a choice 
of three lively engines, 
which set it far apart 
from the average SUV. 

Mazda has dramati¬ 
cally re-invented the 
engine’s make-up to 
reduce C02 emissions 
and increase fuel econo¬ 
my, while retaining the 
brand’s legendary fun- 
to-drive nature. 


Bontyclun, a bydd y 
pedwar yn cystadlu am 
deitl Dysgwr y 
Flwyddyn yn Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg, a gynhelir 
o 4-11 Awst eleni. 

Meddai Trefnydd yr 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol, Hywel 
Wyn Edwards: “Mae’r 
safon eleni wedi bod yn 
arbennig o uchel, a braf 
yw gweld cynifer wedi 
cystadlu. Mae’n arwydd 
clir o dwf a phwysigr- 
wydd y gystadleuaeth 
hon fel rhan o’r 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol. 

“Roedd hon yn gys¬ 
tadleuaeth ddiddorol 
eleni, gan ein bod wedi 
defnyddio technoleg 
Skype er mwyn rhoi 
cyfle i bawb gael eu 
cyfweld, a braf yw 
gweld bod un o’r rheini 
a gafodd ei gyfweld 
drwy’r dechnoleg 
newydd yma wedi 
cyrraedd y rownd 
derfynol. Mae hyn yn 
arwydd clir bod modd 
dysgu Cymraeg i safon 
arbennig o dda ym 


“Over the years, 
Mazda has developed 
vehicles with the style, 
efficiency, safety and 
fun-to-drive performance 
that our customers love,” 
said Gareth Jones, dealer 
principal at Victoria Park 
Mazda. 

“The launch of the 
CX-5 brings with it an 
even fresher appeal to 
Mazda that meets the 
requirements of today’s 
modern customer. Our 
launch event gives 
motorists the opportunity 
to try the car for them¬ 
selves and experience 
exactly what it has to 
offer.” 

The 18-strong Mazda 
CX-5 model range is 
priced from just 
£21,395, rising to 
£28,795 (OTR). It comes 
with the choice of a 2.0 
165ps petrol engine, 2.2 
150ps and high-power 
175ps diesel engines. 

Equipment is gener¬ 
ous across the model 
range, including a navi¬ 
gation system featuring 
TomTom® technology, 
an advanced safety sys¬ 
tem with automatic brak¬ 
ing to prevent low speed 
collisions, lane departure 
warning, blind spot 
alerts and an automatic 
main beam function 
(depending on model). 

To book a CX-5 test 
drive during the launch 
weekend, or to find out 
more about the full 
Mazda range and the 
various offers available 
at Victoria Park Mazda, 
visit the Cardiff dealer¬ 
ship on Hadfield Road, 
or call 02920 387461. 

SEE OUR ADVERT 
ON PAGE 40. 


mhob rhan o’r byd. 

“Mae’r pedwar a 
ddaeth i’r brig yn ard- 
derchog, ac yn sicr o 
ysbrydoli cymaint o 
bobl eraill i fynd ati i 
ddysgu Cymraeg. Roedd 
straeon pawb mor 
wahanol a’r cyfan yn 
ddiddorol, gyda rhesy- 
mau di-rif dros ddysgu’r 
iaith. 

“Mae’r pedwar 
hwyddiannus yn Hawn 
haeddu’u lle’n y rownd 
derfynol yn ystod wyth- 
nos yr Eisteddfod. 
Edrychwn ymlaen i’w 
gweld unwaith eto bryd 
hynny, a diolch i bawb a 
ymgeisiodd am gystadlu 
a bod yn rhan o gys¬ 
tadleuaeth i’w chofio.” 

Agored Cymru yw 
noddwyr cystadleuaeth 
Dysgwr y Flwyddyn 
eleni, a meddai Janet 
Barlow, Prif Weithredwr 
y sefydliad, “Ein hongy- 
farchion cynhesaf i 
bawb a gymerodd ran 
yn y gystadleuaeth eleni. 
Mae’r ymroddiad a 
safon yn eithriadol o 
uchel, ac mae Agored 
Cymru’n falch i fod yn 
noddi digwyddiad a 
gweithgaredd mor 
boblogaidd.” 

Cyflwynir y Tlws 
eleni gan Ganolfan 
Cymraeg i Oedolion 
Caerdydd a Bro 
Morgannwg, Prifysgol 
Caerdydd, gyda’r wobr 
o £300 yn rhoddedig 
gan Gronfa Gwynfor, Y 
Barri. 

Cynhelir y rownd 
derfynol ddydd 
Mercher, 8 Awst, a’r ser- 


emoni wobrwyo y noson 
honno yng Ngwesty’r 
Bear, Y Bontfaen. Mae’r 
gystadleuaeth yn rhan o 
weithgareddau 
Eisteddfod Genedlaethol 
Bro Morgannwg a gyn- 
helir o 4-11 Awst ar dir 
hen faes awyr Llandw 
ger Y Bontfaen a 
Llanihtud Fawr. Am 
ragor o fanylion ewch i 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk. 

Max Boyce 
MAE nifer bach o 
docynnau ychwanegol 
wedi ei rhydau ar gyfer 
Cyngerdd Max Boyce 
yn y Paget Rooms ym 
Mhenarth ar Fai 26. 
Pwyllgor apel Penarth 
sydd yn trefnu’r noson 
ac mae’r gyngerdd yn 
addo fod yn ‘noson i’w 
gofio’ gan fydd y gan- 
tores a’r berformwraig 
amryddawn Caryl Parry 
Jones hefyd yn ymddan- 
gos yn y noson ynghyd 
a dwy o ser y dyfodol 
sef Greta a Miriam Isaac 
o’r Bontfaen. Mae 
tocynnau yn £25 ac ar 
gael o Foxy’s Deli ym 
Mhenarth. 

Only Boys Aloud 

LLONGYFARCHIADA 
U mawr i Only Boys 
Aloud am ddod yn dry- 
dydd yng nghys- 
tadleuaeth Britain’s Got 
Talent. Mi fydd cyfle i 
weld y bechgyn yn perf- 
formio yn y Fro yng 
nghyngerdd agoriadol yr 
Eisteddfod ar Awst 
3ydd. Tocynnau ar 
werth o wefan yr 
Eisteddfod 

WWW. ei steddfod. org. uk 
neu o’r linell docynnau 


0845 40 90 400. 

ON Saturday 
evening, after two 
days of competing 
in Cardiff, St 
Donats and via 
Skype, the names 
of the four finalists 
in this year’s Welsh 
Learner of the Year 
were announced. 

Almost 40 entries 
were received for this 
year’s competition - the 
highest number ever - 
with many of them liv¬ 
ing in different parts of 
the world. 

Due to the success of 
the competition, some 
interviews were con¬ 
ducted via Skype, with 
the Eisteddfod using this 
technology officially for 
the first time this year. 

The finalists for this 
year’s competition are 
Ashok Ahir of Cardiff, 
Rhian Dickenson from 
Abergavenny, Isafas 
Grandis of Trevelin, 
Chubut, and Mark 
Morgan from Pontyclun. 

Eisteddfod organiser, 
Hywel Wyn Edwards, 
said: “The standard this 
year has been very high, 
and it’s been great to see 
so many people compet¬ 
ing. It’s a clear indica¬ 
tion of the importance 
of this competition as 
part of the National 
Eisteddfod. 

“This was an interest¬ 
ing competition this 
year, as we’ve been 
using Skype technology 
to give everyone a 
chance to be inter¬ 
viewed, and it’s great to 
see that one of the peo¬ 
ple interviewed over the 
internet has reached the 
final four - a clear sign 
that you can learn Welsh 
to a high standard wher- 




SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 
FOR CASH! 

For a confidential chat 
about your options 
call Sandy now on 

01446439196 


TO RENT 

3 Bedroomed end of terrace 

BARRY 

Nr Cadoxton/ 

Jenner Park School. 
Recently refurbished. 

Gas CH, DG, 
fitted kitehen/bathroom. 
Bond & References 

Tel. 07788 455656 



Llanblethian 


1 Double Bedroom 
Furnished Hat 
Stunning Views. 

Tel 01446 772843 


Oil containers 
are dumped 
by Vale river 



ABOVE: Some of the damage caused 
by the dumped oil containers. 

ENVIRONMENT Agency Wales is 
appealing for information after two large 
fly tipped oil containers were found on the 
banks of the River Ely in Miskin over the 
weekend. 

The agency said that more than 200 gallons of 
oil had leaked from the two containers, threaten¬ 
ing the nearby river, which is a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest. 

Rhys Hughes, Environment Agency Wales, 
said: “This fly tipping could have had a major 
impact on the River Ely and the wildlife that lives 
there, as well as posing a risk to human health. 

“This kind of action is usually driven by people 
trying to profit from fly tipping. Unfortunately, it 
is the environment and the taxpayer that suffers. 

“If anyone has any information about the fly 
tipping, please call our incident hotline on 0800 
80 70 60.” 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


First drive of 
CX-5 at 
Victoria Park 


ever you live in the 
world. 

“The successful four 
were excellent, and will 
undoubtedly inspire 
many others to learn 
Welsh. Everyone’s expe¬ 
riences were so different 
and interesting, and all 
the competitors had 
their own reasons for 
wanting to learn Welsh. 

“The winners fully 
deserve to reach the 
final, which will be held 
during the week of the 
Eisteddfod. We look for¬ 
ward to seeing them 
again, and we thank 
everyone who entered 
this year’s competition.” 

Agored Cymru are 
sponsoring this year’s 
competition, and Janet 
Barlow, Agored 
Cymru’s CEO, said: 
“Our warmest congratu¬ 
lations to all participants 
in this year’s Learner of 
the Year. The commit¬ 
ment and standard of 
achievement is extreme¬ 
ly high and Agored 
Cymru is happy to be 
sponsoring such a high 
profile event.” 

The trophy is donated 
by Cardiff and the Vale 
of Glamorgan Welsh for 
Adults Centre, Cardiff 
University, and the 
financial prize of £300 
is given by the Gwynfor 
Fund, Barry. 

The final will be held 
on Wednesday August 8, 
and the ceremony will 
be held that evening at 
the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge. The compe¬ 
tition is part of the Vale 
of Glamorgan National 
Eisteddfod, held on the 
old airfield at Llandow 
from August 4-11. Eor 
more information go to: 
WWW. eisteddfod, org. uk 

Max Boyce 

THERE are a few extra 
tickets for the Max 
Boyce concert at the 
Paget Rooms in Penarth 
on May 26. The 
evening has been 


arranged by Penarth 
Appeal Committee and 
will also feature Caryl 
Parry Jones and up and 
coming stars Greta and 
Miriam Isaac from 
Cowbridge. Tickets are 
priced at £25 and avail¬ 
able from Fox’s Deli, 
Penarth. 

Only Boys Aloud 

Congratulations to Only 
Boys Aloud for coming 
third in Britain’s Got 
Talent. There will be an 
opportunity to see they 
boys perform in the Vale 
when they take part in 


Launch of 
food Co-op 

A NEW initiative to sell 
fresh, good quality 
fruit and vegetables at 
cost price starts this 
Eriday (May 18) in 
Bethel Baptist Church 
Hall, Llantwit Major. 

The opening times of 
the Llantwit Major Food 
Co-op will be 2.30pm- 
4.30pm; and 6pm-7pm. 

Eor further informa¬ 
tion, contact 

hannahfames @ rru.org. 
uk 

Castleland 
surgery 
LABOUR councillors 
for Castleland ward, 
Chris Elmore, Pamela 
Drake, Les Sword and 
Karl Kuhnell, will be 
holding their monthly 
advice surgery this 
Saturday (May 19) in 
the Castleland 
Community Centre, 
Belvedere Crescent, 
Barry, 10.30am-12 
noon. 

No appointment is 
necessary. Contact Coun 
Chris Elmore on 07867 
506116, or 014460 
402220. 

Afternoon 

Club 

ARRANGEMENTS 


the opening concert of 
the Eisteddfod on 
August 3. Tickets are 
available from the 
Eisteddfod website: 

WWW. eisteddfod, org. uk, 
or from the ticket office: 
0845 122 2003. 

Welsh phrase of the 
weekAi’madrodd yr 
wythnos: 

Braf cwrdd a chi (Brav 
curth ach bee), which 
means: ‘Nice to meet 
you’. 

SIGNED EDWARDS 


have been finalised for 
the first club meeting 
of the Afternoon 
Community Club in 
Dinas Powys, organised 
by Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern on 
Monday May 21. 

The club will be in 
the Lee Hah, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys, 
from 1.30pm-3.30pm 
and it is open to Dinas 
Powys residents of ah 
ages. 

Contact the co-ordi¬ 
nator, Wendy Lees, on 
029 20513700, or email: 
wendy@dpvc- 
dinaspowys.com, or 
visit: www.dpvc- 
dinaspowys. com for full 
details. 

Dementia 

advice 

EOR anyone caring for 
someone with early 
onset dementia, an 
adviser from Ty Hapus 
in Barry will be avail¬ 
able to give informa¬ 
tion on services for car¬ 
ers and their families 
on Thursday, May 24, 
(10am-12 noon) at the 
Senior Health Shop, 
Age Concern, 38 
Holton Road, Barry. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, contact 01446 
732385. 


WHAT’S ON 

in brief 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To 
take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 
or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


Mercedes 
C200 Elegance 
Auto 2001 

New shape, 
excellent condition. 

£2,450 ono 

Tel: 01446 774557 or 
07971 246535 


1996 Volvo 940 S 
2.3 Estate Car 

255,000 miles, black, 1 
owner since 1996, two 
small seats for rear com¬ 
partment, still reliable 
though worn 
£400 ono 

Tel: 01446 774227 



For Sale 

Car Trailer 

(Size approx 5’ x 4’) 
Call: 

07774 103487 

20 


NReg 

Mazda MX5 1.8 

British Racing Green, tan 
hood, good condition, 
reliable, 11 months MoT, 

5 months tax 

£1,100 

01446 679337 
07771 596795 


HP Pavilon Computer 

AMD Dual Core Processor, 
2 GB Ram, 300 GB hard 
drive, 19ins screen, key¬ 
board & mouse, Logitech 
speakers. 

For info please ring: 

01446 794178 


Electric Adjustable 
Double Bed 

(Rise & Recline) Genuine 
reason for sale. Excellent 
condition - as new. Cost 
new £1,300, will sell for 
£500 

Tel: 01446 774568 or 
07963 331416 


To see your 
advert in 
The GEM, please 
contact us on 
01446 774484 or 
via e-mail at 
gemsales® 
tindlenews .co.uk 
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Vale pupils 
shine in 
marathon! 


THREE Vale pupils 
represented Welsh 
Schools at this 
year’s Virgin 
Money Giving Mini 
London Marathon. 

In the event preview, 
mention was made of 
Matthew Edwards 
(Barry Comprehensive, 
under-17) and Seren 
Allin (Cowbridge, 
under-13) but it was the 
third member of the trio 
- Elbe Atkinson - who 
produced the best per¬ 
formance at this year’s 
event, held in ideal cool, 
dry conditions. 

The year-10 pupil has 
been in a wonderful vein 
of improving form since 
the Welsh Inter Regional 
championships at Builth 
last December. 

There, representing 
South Wales region over 
a hill 4km course, she 
produced her first signif¬ 
icant podium placing, 
second to Olivia Gwyn 
(West Wales) in the 
under-15 race (for girls 
in years 9 and 10) and 
leading her region to 
team gold. 

In mid January, illness 
prevented her from tak¬ 
ing a place on the start 
line of the under-17 
women’s at the McCain 
Cardiff Cross, where she 
should have been com¬ 
peting in the maroon and 
gold vest of Cardiff and 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Schools, but she had 
recovered in time to con¬ 
test the third and final 
local schools’ league 
race at Trelai on 
Eebruary 7. At that 
event, she claimed her 
first ever victory and 
also gained the under-17 
individual championship 
title. 

In January, Ellie 
became a member of 
Cardiff AAC, and she 
represented her club at 
the Welsh Athletics 
cross-country champi¬ 
onships at St Eagans in 
mid-Eebruary. On a foul 
day - heavy rain and 
high wind created diffi¬ 
cult, if not impossible, 
conditions for the ath¬ 
letes in the younger age 
groups - and competing 
in the 4.4km under-15 
girls (years 9 and 10) 
race, Elbe again finished 
second, behind Lara 
Philippart (Swansea), 
and led her Cardiff 
squad to team gold. 

The following week¬ 
end, she was in action 
for the Cardiff and the 
Vale Schools middle 
girls’ team (years 10 and 
11) at the Aviva Welsh 
Schools championships 
at Brecon. She produced 
another excellent run 
over a firmer 4.3km 
course to again finish 
second behind Olivia 
Gwynn (Afan Nedd 
Tawe), and lead a young 
district team to first 
place. 

A fortnight later, she 
was off to Birmingham’s 
Cofton Park to compete 
for the South Wales team 



Ellie Atkinson 
(Llantwit). 

- in the maroon and 
white vertical stripes - 
in the under-15 girls’ 
race at the McCain UK 
Counties Athletic Union 
Inter Counties champi¬ 
onships, over 4km. 

This is the ‘big’ event 
on the cross-country cal¬ 
endar, attracting more 
than 40 county and dis¬ 
trict teams from across 
England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern 
Ireland. On her debut, 
Ellie finished a very 
creditable 30th, the sec¬ 
ond Welsh finisher 
behind Lara Philippart 
(23rd) but ahead of 
Olivia Gwynn (37th). 

On March 31, Elbe 
gained her first Welsh 
Schools vest when she 
competed at the Aviva 
SIAB Schools’ cross¬ 
country international at 
Strathallan near Perth. 
At this event, the ‘top’ 
eight pupils from 
English schools, all- 
Ireland schools, Scottish 
schools and Welsh 
schools take part. 

It is a really tough 
event, which is usually 
dominated by the girls 
from England, with 
Welsh runners finding it 
difficult to achieve a 
place in the top 20. 
Thankfully, that was not 
the pattern this year as 
our year-10 girls pro¬ 
duced a really gutsy per¬ 
formance. 

Not dragged away by 
the fast early pace, Elbe 
came through strongly 
in the second half of the 
4km race over an undu¬ 
lating, fast course to fin¬ 
ish sixth behind five run¬ 
ners from English 
schools. She claimed 
‘first Celtic runner’ spot, 
a really wonderful 
achievement. 

With Lara Philippart 
and Olivia Gwynn also 
gaining top ten places 
and four more Welsh fin¬ 
ishers in the top 19, the 
team claimed an 
undreamed of second 
place on 71 points - 
another silver medal for 
Elbe. 

And so to London and 
the Virgin Money 
Giving Mini London 
Marathon. Eor any first¬ 
time runner, this is a dif¬ 
ficult race, partly 
because it’s a very early 
start (6.45am) from 
Royal Holloway College 


in order to reach the start 
area at Old Billingsgate 
before the first race at 
9.10am. This is partly 
because you don’t get a 
chance to walk the 
course - the last three 
miles of the main 
marathon - and partly 
because the start is not 
very wide. With around 
300 runners from the 
regional and borough 
teams competing, it’s 
tough to get a good start. 

Elbe, competing for 
the Welsh Schools’ team 
in the under-15 race 
(years 9 and 10), had 
another brilliant run to 
finish eighth of the 307 
finishers. No team medal 
on this occasion, but the 
Llantwit year-10 will 
take great satisfaction in 
again being the first 
Welsh finisher in an 
excellent time of 17 
minutes and 39 seconds. 
This is a time only bet¬ 
tered by four Welsh 
‘senior’ (year-11 or 
older) girls on this three- 
mile course. 

There were mixed 
fortunes for the other 
two Vale pupils in the 
Mini Marathon. 

Matthew Edwards 
(Barry Comprehensive), 
competing in the under- 
17 race at 9.10am, can 
feel satisfied with his 
15:17 timing for 24th 
place. He will be disap¬ 
pointed, though, to fin¬ 
ish behind his Cardiff 
and the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools 
team-mate, and training 
partner, Mike Ward 
(Llanishen), who was 
the first Welsh finisher 
in 19th place (15:11). 

In the last of the six 
races - for under-13 girls 
in years 7 and 8 - there 
was disappointment for 
year-8 Seren Abin. 

Last year, on her 
debut, the Cowbridge 
pupil finished 24th in 
18:51, but she found 
things much tougher this 
time as she was fifth 
Welsh finisher in 52nd 
place (20:09). 

Because of the age 
groups, Matthew will be 
too old next year, but 
Elbe will be eligible for 
selection for two more 
years while Seren has 
four more opportunities. 

The annual Cardiff 
and the Vale of 
Glamorgan Schools 
Cross-Country 
Presentation Evening 
was held at Ysgol Gyfun 
Glantaf on Tuesday, 
May 8, starting at 7pm. 

All three pupils 
received special plaques 
for gaining international 
honours. 

PM 



DESPITE heavy 
overnight rain, the 
green staff at 
Llanwern Golf 
Club worked tire¬ 
lessly last Thursday 
morning to make 
sure the course was 
playable in time to 
welcome members 
of the Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society for their 
monthly meeting. 

The first to tee off 
was Dai John and Alun 
Griffiths who both set a 
hot pace over the front 
nine with Alan in partic¬ 
ular, following three 
consecutive net birdies, 
beginning to think he 
had a chance of lifting 
the coveted ‘Walker 
Cup’ from generous 
sponsors Gaskeb Walker 
and Co of Cowbridge. 

Unfortunately, fatigue 
set in over the back nine 



ABOVE: Chris Rooney, Keith Davies, sponsor Tim Jarvis, 
Anthony Taylor and Neil McLean. 


and with conditions 
favouring the later 
starters it was not sur¬ 
prising to see their 
names disappear from 
the leader board. 

Considering south 
Wales had just experi¬ 
enced one of the wettest 
months on record for the 


time of the year it was 
probably not surprising 
that postman Tim Jarvis, 
someone who is used to 
working and walking in 
such damp conditions, 
would come out on top. 

Tim returned a very 
impressive score of 34 
stableford points to win 


the day’s event. 

Runner up with 29 
points was Keith Davies 
and Chris Rooney also 
with 29 points but an 
inferior back nine fin¬ 
ished third. 

Neil Mclean with 28 
points finished fourth. 

Llancadle farmer and 


property developer 
David Williams won the 
Bear Hotel, Cowbridge 
sponsored longest drive 
competition while 
Aubrey Bowen contin¬ 
ued his winning streak 
when correctly guessing 
the number of balls (31) 
that would spend the 
night in a neighbouring 
county. 

Aubrey returned 
home with the ‘Premier 
Turf’ sponsored bottle of 
whiskey which bodes 
web for those looking 
forward to his 80th 
birthday celebration 
later this year. 

Mark Rees (2) and 
Godfrey Lewis collected 
the Llanerch Vineyard 
sponsored prizes for 
being nearest the pin on 
the par three holes. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 31 when 
members will be paying 
their first visit to Builth 
Webs Golf Club. TMcC 


Llantwit Major under- 16 s 
land the championship! 
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LLANTWIT Major 
under-16s side won 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan league 
championship on 
Saturday when they 
beat Dinas Powys B 
9-0 to end an excel¬ 
lent season. 

After losing in the Cup 
final, the lads were deter¬ 
mined to clinch the 
championship at Dinas, 
and after the final whistle 
the champagne, which 
had been on ice for the 
past couple of weeks, 
overflowed as the travel¬ 
ling band of supporters 
celebrated. 

It has been a long road 
for many of these players 
who came together at 
under-12s, they promised 
so much and they finally 
ended their days in junior 
football with the success 
they have deserved, for 
their loyalty and comitt- 
ment to the club. 

Eor the record on 
Saturday, it was one way 
traffic with Ed Howley 
bagging five goals with 
Ashley Morris, Josh 
Cutter and Josh Brew 
completing the scoring. 

James Thomas, the 
team manager can be 
proud of his achievement 
after taking over the side 
this season. He has 
blended the side together 
in making some position¬ 
al changes which took 
the team to the champi¬ 


onship. 

The under-12A team 
went to Sully Sports on 
Saturday seeking a win 
for the league title and 
their opponents needing 
just a draw to pip 
Llantwit for the title. 

It was an end to end 
thriller with Llantwit 
dominating the first half 
with Bevan Howell put¬ 
ting the Major in front 
with a long range effort. 

It could have been two 
when the ball was 
cleared off the Sully line 
as Llantwit pressed, but 
Sully reacted with their 
equaliser and it came 
from a breakaway to 
make it all square at the 
interval. 

Sully put on the pres¬ 
sure in the second half 
and it was the turn of Ben 
Boyd and Joe Baker in 
goal, who made a point 
blank save, as Sully 
turned the screw. 

Llantwit threw caution 
to the wind as they put on 
extra forwards to get that 
vital win, but despite 
going close the match 
ended 1-1 and the cham¬ 
pionship went to Sully 
Sports at the end of an 
excellent season. 

Earlier in the week the 
under-12A won at 
Cadoxton Imps B 3-1 to 
set up the title decider, 
with goals from Sam 
Snaith, Angus Mitchell 
and Morgan Gore. 

The under-13A side 
also had a busy week. 


they won 5-4 at Dinas 
Powys A in midweek 
with an excellent per¬ 
formance, Sean Davies 
(2), Rhys Beynon (2) and 
Josh Morgan were the 
goalscorers. 

Then on Saturday the 
under-13A were involved 
in an eight goal thriller at 


which ended 4-4. Duncan 
Ace (2), Sean Davies and 
Cai Evans were the 
goalscorers. 

Meanwhile the under - 
13B were also involved 
in two high scoring 
games, in midweek they 
lost 8-4 at Cowbridge 
and then on Saturday 


Cosan Coronation A they went to Dinas 


Powys B and lost 5-3 
after leading three times 
in the match. 

The goalscorers at 
Dinas were Dan Vickers, 
Matthew Reynolds and 
Nick Vincent. 


GWYN JOHN 


Welsh team kickbox 
up a Euro storm! 



ABOVE: Storm Kickboxing Academy have tasted success in Europe. 


STORM Kickboxing 

Academy have returned home 
from the Austrian Classics 
World Cup in Insbruuck, 
Austria jubilant with their 
achievements of four gold 
medals, five silver medals and 
11 bronze medals. 

With a team of only eight fighters, 
the youngest being just 13 years old, 
they took on teams from all over 
Europe. 


Team Storm have had an incredible 
12 months, with their total medal 
count reaching 650, having earned 
them at competitions such as The Irish 
Open, The WTKA World 
Championships, Italy, The Elanders 
Cup, Belgium, and the Best Lighter in 
Rimini, Italy. 

Storm Kickboxing has classes 
across Wales. For further information 
regarding class locations, sponsor¬ 
ships or donations, please contact 
Shaun Brace on 07773 032207. 
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Vale seconds slip 
up in first game 
of the new season 


AS the rain relented Vale 2nds 
commenced their 2012 cam¬ 
paign against Barry at Barry 
Island. With parts of the 
ground still very soft Vale 
having won the toss had no 
hesitation in inserting the 
opposition. 

Darren Upham and Luke Janies 
opened the Vale attack and Barry 
made steady progress moving to 38 
without loss after 10 overs. 

It was the first up bowling change 
that brought the first wicket as 14 
year old Billy Yates got an Ibw deci¬ 
sion with the score on 77. At the 
other end the skipper Mark Francis, 
after a brief spell from Paul Gilbert, 
took the wicket of R Jones who made 
a very good 60 thanks to a fine catch 
from Upham. 

Further bowling changes brought 
the returning Martin Scott and new 
recruit James Walsh into the attack. 
Scott was the next to strike as he held 
a return catch. The combination of 
these 2 bowlers slowed the Barry run 
rate and two quick strikes from 
Walsh, both cleaned bowled, reduced 
Barry to 135-5 after 38 overs. 

With the innings delicately bal¬ 
anced Barry did well to push on and 
make a further 70 runs in the last 12 
overs despite losing a further 2 wick¬ 
ets both to Walsh, one with the aid of 
a second catch from Upham, who fin¬ 
ished with creditable figures of 4-43 
off 10 overs. Barry finished on 206-7 
off their 50 overs. 

The Vale bowling figures were 
Darren Upham 10-2-32-0, Luke 
James 5-0-29-0, Paul Gilbert 3-0-23- 
0, Billy Yates 5-0-19-1, Mark Francis 


7-0-37-1, Martin Scott 10-3-19-1 and 
James Walsh 10-3-43-4. 

Run machine Gareth Andrews and 
Walsh opened the Vale innings and 
the score progressed to 23 before 
Andrews was trapped Ibw in the 6th 
over. 

This brought the skipper to the 
wicket and a further 19 runs were 
added before Francis was clean 
bowled with the score on 42. In the 
next over Walsh played on trying to 
pull a ball outside his off stump leav¬ 
ing Vale beginning to struggle at 46-3 
after 16 overs. 

The score reached 63 when Scott 
also played on to a ball that kept low. 
Luke James and Neil Raikes then put 
on the highest partnership of the 
innings adding 37 before Raikes was 
caught for 17. 

The next over saw the departure of 
James for 15 leaving Vale in desper¬ 
ate trouble at 93-6. Nelson proved to 
be extremely unlucky for Vale as 3 
wickets fell with Tom Johnson, 

Darren Upham and John Barnett all 
heading back to the pavilion. 

A 12 run last wicket partnership 
almost got Vale a batting point but 
Gilbert fell caught behind for 13 
before the milestone could be 
reached. Billy Yates finished 6 not 
out and Barry had won by 82 runs. 
Barry bowler R Toutt returned fine 
figures of 5- 26 off 9 overs. 

The skipper said ‘a disappointing 
start but there was a lot of rustiness in 
the performance after the inactivity of 
the last few weeks. Our batting was 
nowhere near good enough today but 
with more time in the middle that will 
improve in the coming weeks. 

MF 


I ON AND OFF THE TURF with Brian Lee 

STEEPLECHASE EVENT 
DRAWS IN THE CROWDS 


“A bigger crowd than last 
year’\ according to sec¬ 
retary Colin Cross, 
attended the Tredegar 
Farmers Hunt 
Steeplechases at Lower 
Machen where the 
going was ^beautiful’ 
according to John 
Mathias and the course 
‘lovc/y’ according to 
Alice Mills. 

The ladies’ open race will 
surely go down in Lower 
Machen hunt-racing history as 
the most memorable ladies’ 
open race there since Tom 
Morgan’s mighty Mandryka 
beat Milton Bradley’s Octroi at 
the Gelligaer Farmers meeting 
back in 1974. 

Sally Randell and the prolif¬ 
ic Chesnut Annie, who had 
been beaten in her previous 
race by Upton Springs, set off 
at neck-breaking speed with 
the aim of taking the sting out 
of Findlay ’5 Find finish. 

Appearing to be meeting 
most of her fences spot on, 
Chesnut Annie had racegoers 
holding their breath as she 
jumped from one fence to 
another at incredible speed and 
although Findlay’s Find’s rider 
Claire Hart made up a lot of 
ground in the closing stages 
there was nothing she could do 
to catch Wales’ most popular 
point-to-pointer who went on 
to win by an official six 
lengths in a time of 6 minutes 


and 13 seconds. 

When Findlay ’5 Find had 
beaten Chesnut Annie in the 
mixed open over the same 
course at the Gelligaer 12 
months earlier, the winning 
distance had also been six 
lengths and the time 6 minutes 
12.2 seconds. 

For the record, Mandryka 
won 38 ladies’ open races-all 
with Shan Morgan aboard - 
five men’s open races and a 
Chepstow hunter chase. 

The members race went to 
Screenscraper who under 
Alice Mills paying a first visit 
to Lower Machen, came home 
25 lengths ahead of Stoneriggs 
Merc (Joseph Williams). 

Screenscraper is owned by 
the Vale of Glamorgan’s 
Gordon Lewis and Gordon 
Bird and is trained by David 
Stephens who in his day rode 
many winners over the course. 

Coole Abbey Major, who 
lost his maiden tag at the 
Ystrad Taf Fechan earlier this 
season, was available at odds 
of 50-1 with Cardiff bookmak¬ 
er James Lovell and after 
jumping the last alongside 
Coosan Lad (Bradley Gibbs) 
won by half-a-length. 

The odds-on invader Little 
Cornham (Darren Edwards) 
was not fluent at his fences 
and trailed home in sixth and 
last place. 

An eight-year-old bay geld¬ 
ing, Cool Abbey Major was 
ridden by Londoner Gareth 
Ball who, like Bradley Gibbs, 


rides out for Tim Vaughan. 

Charlotte Prichard, aged 16, 
who has taken the hunt racing 
world by storm, notched-up 
her eighth winner of the sea¬ 
son when landing the confined 
on David Davies’s West Bay 
who won by ten lengths from 
Get OjfThe Table (Chris 
West). 

The damaged last fence, 
repaired afterwards, was omit¬ 
ted in this race, so Charlotte 
had a much longer run-in to 
contend with after jumping the 
‘last’ in front. 

John Mathias took the 
men’s open on family horse 
Misamon who made it five 
wins on the bounce when 
accounting for the fast finish¬ 
ing Weldone (David 
Underwood), and but for a 
mistake at the second last, 
Weldone might have finished a 
lot closer. 

Former rider Paul 
Shelldrake had his first win as 
a trainer when five-year-old 
Keepable took the first half of 
the divided young horse maid¬ 
en under Darach Skelly. 

A 33-1 chance, Keepable, 
who was completing the 
course for the first time in five 
outings this season, won by 
three lengths from Shwetzer 
(Byron Moorcroft). 

Bang On Trend (Nick 
Williams) backed from 5-1 to 
2-1 and who made most of the 
early running finished fourth. 

Sirrel Griffiths’s French- 
bred Rime Avec Gentil, trained 


by Marc Barber and ridden by 
younger brother Matthew, won 
the second part finishing ten 
lengths ahead of Misty Haze 
(Byron Moorcroft) with the 
odds-on favourite Rappel 
D ’Estruval (Bradley Gibbs) 
third. 

The open maiden resulted in 
any easy win for the well- 
backed Bucking The Trend 
whose rider Bradley Gibbs 
was celebrating his 18th birth¬ 
day. 

Taking the lead approaching 
two fences from home, this 
promising four-year-old Kayf 
Tara, owned by Tim Vaughan 
and trained by his wife Abbi, 
went on to score by 20 lengths 
from Railway Diva (Matthew 
Barber) and will probably run 
next in a bumper (National 
Hunt flat race). 

On entering the winners’ 
enclosure, Bradley’s many fol¬ 
lowers had stayed behind to 
sing Happy Birthday to him. 

Lorcan Williams, (12), won 
the first of the 13.2hh pony 
races on his mother’s Pennway 
Tap Dance,. 

Leading Welsh trainer Peter 
Bowen was in attendance to 
see his son James, (12), take 
the second division on Push 
The Button and his other son 
Shaun (13) the 14.2hh race on 
Cudlic Verona. 
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WENVOE TERRACE, 
BARRY 

• 3 bedroom semi detached 
property in sought after 
location of Barry 

• Gas central heating 

• Double glazed 

• Good size front & rear gardens 

• Views to rear overlooking Barry 
Dock & 

Bristol 
Channel 


£139,950 




MEADOWVALE, BARRY 

• 3 bedroom detached properly in 
sought after location 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

• Spacious living accommodation 
throughout 

• Driveway & garage 

• Conservatory 

• Good size 

garden to rear |S||aaB]aH 



LEAN FARM, BARRY 

• An extended 5 bedroom detached 
property dating back to approx 1700’s 

• Landscaped front & rear gardens 
set on approx 1/3 of an acre 

• Set in quiet semi-rural location 

• Off road parking with double garage 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Offered freehold 


£275,000 




PLASESSYLLT.SUNNYCROFT 
LANE, DINAS POWYS 

• Immaculately presented 2 bedroom 
1st floor maisonette 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Private front & rear gardens 

• Balcony with views over Dinas Powys 
towards Llandough 

• Off road parking to front 

• Set on no through road, offering short 
walk to 
semi-rural 
woodlands 


£122,950 


4 bedroom detached property 

in popular location 

Gas central heating 

& double glazed 

Detached garage & driveway 

Spacious gardens 

Views across Bristol Channel 


£84,950 




MOREL STREET, BARRY 

• A well presented 3 bedroom 
property in a popular location 
of Barry 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• Some original features remain 

• Viewing highly recommended 


RENTALS 

Gladstone Road, Barry 
£525 pern 

2 Bedroom 1 st floor flat in 
popular location. GCH. DG. 
Unfurnished 

St Mary’s Avenue, Barry 
£600 pem 

3 Bedroom bay fronted property, 
GCH, DG, Unfurnished 

Davies Street, Barry 
£525 pem 

2 Bedroom property in popular 
location. GCH & DG. 
Unfurnished 

Courtney Road, Barry 
£425 pem 

3 Bedroom maisonette in 
popular location. GCH & DG. 
Unfurnished 

St Aidens Rise, Barry 
£550pcm 

2 bedroom property in popular 
location, GCH & DG 

Merthyr Street, Barry 
£550 pem 

3 bedroom property in central 
location. GCH & DG. 
Unfurnished 

Main Street, Barry - £425 pern 

2 bedroom ground floor flat. 
GCH. Rear garden. Unfurnished 

Main Street, Barry - £400 pern 

2 bedroom first floor flat. GCH. 
DG. Unfurnished 


01446 747474 


salcsigc-grovc.co uk 
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TREM POWYS, BARRY 

Modern end of link. Two bedrooms, 
living room with stairs rising, 
kitchen/diner, enclosed rear garden. 
Rear access leading to front. Driveway 
providing parking. Cul de sac position. 

£129,950 




GLENBROOK DRIVE, BARRY 

One bedroomed gallery style, 
mid terraced. Living room, 
driveway/parking, enclosed 
garden. No chain. 

£74,950 
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DYFAN ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached, through 
living/dining, kitchen and utility room, 
driveway/parking. Room to extend to side 
(subject to usual planning consent). 
Well presented. Ideal family home. 

£134,950 


CLOS MANCHELDOWNE, BARRY 

Modern mid linked, cul de sac 
position, living room, kitchen/diner, 
enclosed garden. Driveway 
providing parking. No chain. 

£119,950 


SEVERN AVENUE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, modern mid terraced, wc 
cloakroom, kitchen/diner, living room- 
conservatory, stairs rising to hobby area in 
attic. Backing onto allotments. Parking. 

£129,950 


LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedroomed, semi detached, 
corner position. Garage/parking. 
No chain. Enclosed rear garden. 
Viewing a must. 

£127,500 


WINDSOR COURT, BARRY 

Pre-owned apartment. One bedroom, open plan 
living/kitchen. Situated on 2nd floor. Lift, security 
entry system. CCTV monitoring to aii fioors. 
Gymnasium and iaundry room. Parking with secure 
electric gates. West End location. No chain. 

£85,000 


PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedroomed semi detached. 
Traditional box bay fronted. Two 
reception rooms, utility and wc cloak. 
Larger than average garden. Driveway. 
Offered with no chain. 

£179,950 


PLYMOUTH ROAD, BARRY ISLAND 

Showhome presented. Spacious living, extended 
semi detached, three reception rooms, kitchen, 
utility, wc cloak, four bedrooms, master ensuite, 
dressing room, enclosed garden. Garage, Off 
road parking, upvc DG, Gas CH via combi. 

£169,950 


LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Two bed modern end of link. 

Living room, kitchen/breakfast. 
Parking, enclosed garden. No chain. 

£99,950 


MILTON ROAD, BARRY 

stunning mid terraced. Two bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen/diner. Enclosed rear 
gaarden. upvc DG, Gas CH via combi. 
Option of off road parking (subject to 
usual planning consent). 

£99,950 


HEOL ERYR MOR, BARRY 

Modern semi detached. Two bedrooms, sea 
views from front. Garage/parking in block to 
rear. WC cloakroom, ensuite to master. 
Viewing recommended. 

£139,950 


WELL WALK, BARRY 

Situated on the Knap. Three bedrooms, 
semi detached, cul de sac position, walks 
to beaches, three reception rooms, wc 
cloakroom, luxury bathroom. Viewing 
highly recommended. 

£319,950 


PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Extended traditional semi detached bay fronted bungalow. Three 
bedrooms, two reception rooms, sun lounge, level enclosed 
garden, driveway to front. 

£209,950 




TORBAY TERRACE, RHOOSE 

Mid terraced traditional bay fronted, living room, dining room, kitchen, 
sun lounge, wc shower room. Two bedrooms, prev 3.1st floor 
bathroom. Over 100ft rear garden. Located opposite train station. 


£129,950 


VALE STREET, BARRY 

Three double bedrooms, living/dining 
room, spacious kitchen/breakfast. Ground 
floor bathroom, uPVC DG, Gas central 
heating, large brick built shed, lane 
access. No chain. 

£117,500 


GREENACRES, BARRY 

Three bedroomed, modern semi detached. 

Living room with French doors, fitted 
kitchen opening to dining room (converted 
garage). Pull down ladder leading to hobby 
room with velux window. No chain. 

£149,950 


HEOL GILFINYR, BARRY 

End of terrace, modern Bovis built. Wc 
cloakroom, living room, kitchen/diner, 
three bedrooms, ensuite bathroom. 
Garage to rear accessible from garden. 

£164,950 


GRIFFIN CLOSE, BARRY 

Detached property. Highlight Park, 4 
bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, private 
enclosed rear garden. Driveway leading 
to garage. Utility room, wc cloakroom. 

£224,950 


TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, bay fronted, living 
room/dining room, kitchen/diner. Enclosed 
rear garden. Front and rear street parking, 
upvc DG, Gas central heating via combi. 
No chain. 

£109,950 


ROBERT STREET, BARRY 

Two bedrooms, mid terraced, 
through living room, kitchen, first 
floor bathroom. In need of total 
modernisation. No chain. 

£79,950 


PENCOEDTRE ROAD, BARRY 

Victorian stone built. Spacious 
detached. Four reception rooms, 2 
bathrooms, large corner plot. Front, 
side and rear gardens. Off road 
parking. GCH, upvc DG. 

£239,950 


‘GLEBE HOUSE’, BARRY 

Constructed in 1893. Three storey 
semi. Original features throughout. 

Two reception rooms, kitchen/ 
breakfast. Original block flooring. 
Four bedrooms, off road parking. 

£189,950 


COLCOT ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted semi detached. Adjacent 
and to the rear of fields. Living/dining 
room, conservatory, wc cloak, kitchen, 
three bedrooms, upvc DG, gas CH. 

£189,950 


DANIEL STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, mid terraced, converted 
garage (sitting room), through living/dining 
room. Driveway providing parking, 
enclosed garden. No chain. 

£ 100,000 


LLANDINHAM ROAD, BARRY 

Well presented, 1st floor maisonette, living room, sea views, two double 
bedrooms, kitchen/diner, utility room, replacement bathroom, 2006 
Dunraven upvc windows, gas central heating via a combi. Option of off 
road parking to rear (subject to usual consent). 

£99,950 


COED YR ODYN (top of Porthceri Park) BARRY 

Prime location. Situated at top of Porthceri. Three storey town house. 
Ground floor:Living room, kitchen/breakfast. First floor: Sitting room, 
bedroom, wc. Second floor: Three bedrooms, family bathroom. 

£169,950 


PORTHKERRY ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, spacious living, three reception rooms. First 
floor: 3 double bedrooms, ensuite and family bathroom. Second floor: 
Double bedroom and ensuite. Double garage. Lane access. 

£219,999 


YORK PLACE, BARRY 

Spacious traditional end of terraced. 5/6 bedrooms, versatile 
living. Three bathrooms, enclosed garden. Garage. 
Minutes walk to train station. 

£190,000 


CLIVE ROAD, BARRY 

Two double bedrooms, two reception 
rooms, kitchen, 1st floor bathroom, 
water views, garage/enclosed 
garden. No chain. 

£104,950 


f :pi 




NYTH Y DRYW, RHOOSE 

David Wilson constructed. Sea views from 
the front. Modern detached, four double 
bedrooms all with fitted wardrobes. Living 
ieading to dining room, kitchen opening to 
breakfast room, utility and integrai garage. 

£310,000 


HARBOUR ROAD, BARRY 

End of terraced bay fronted traditional. Through living room, 
dining room, fitted kitchen, four bedrooms, family bathroom, 
garage. Sea views from garden. 

£204,950 


COLLEGE PLACE, BARRY 

Three bedrooms, semi detached property. West End location. 
Extensive views from rear. Off road parking. Gas central heating 
via combi boiler, upvc double glazing. Viewing advised. 

£146,950 


PORTHKERRY ROAD, RHOOSE 

Dorma semi detached, four bedrooms, 
two reception rooms, sweeping 
driveway, enclosed level garden. 

Backing onto farmland. Sea views from 
rear first floor. Garage. No chain. 

£209,950 
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Scott Close, St Athan 

2 Double Bedrooms 
17ft Kitchen/Diner 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£79,950 





starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Ideal Starter Home 
Off Road Parking 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£89,995 



Gileston Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Refurbishment Required 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£114,999 




Trebeferad, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Corner Position 
Substantial Rear Garden 

Cali Simon 01446 791963 


£119,950 



Leigh Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Double Fronted 
No Onward Chain 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£125,000 



£139,950 


Pantycelyn Place, St Athan 

3 Double Bedrooms 
Well Presented 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 

award winning 
estate agent Since 1989 

ADVERTISE 
YOUR PROPERTY ON 
THIS PAGE 



£169,950 


Harding Close, Llantwit Major 

3/4 Bedrooms 
Lounge/Diner 
Conservatory 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 



- - -- f 

Bair - 


Georgian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 

Exceptional Family Home 
View Today 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£174,950 



Wimbourne Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Cnward Chain 
Low Maintence Garden 


Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£179,950 



Four Acre, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Refurbished Throughout 
75ft South Facing Rear Garden 

Cali Simon 01446 791963 


£189,950 



Grange Gardens, Liantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
No Cnward Chain 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£233,950 



Tennyson Way, Liantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
4 Receptions 
Cpen Cutlook Cnto Fields 

Caii Simon 01446 791963 


£255,000 


Lets! 


Sea Point, Barry - £495 pern 

1 Double Bedroom, Superb Channel Views 
Barry West End Location 

Pontypridd Road, Barry - £495 pem 

2 Double Bedrooms, Refitted Bathroom, Garage 
Chestnut Avenue, St Athan - £500 pem 

2 Bedrooms, Refurbished Kitchen/Diner 

Additional Attic Room 

Eagle Road, St Athan - £525 pem 

2 Bedroom, Water Rates Included, Popular Location 

Windsor Road, Barry - £525 pem 

2 Double Bedrooms, Redecorated Throughout 

Gas CH & Upvc DG 

Clos Ogney, Llantwit Major - £550 pem 

2 Bedrooms, Gas Central Heating, Enclosed Rear Garden 

Cattwg Close, Llantwit Major - £550 pem 

2 Bedrooms, Rear Garden, Popular Location 

Park Road, Barry - £550 pem 

2 Double Bedrooms, Modern Kitchen, Panoramic Views 

Meadow View, Barry - £575 pem 

2 Bedrooms, Bathroom/Shower, Kitchen/Brkf & Parking 
Arthur Street, Barry - £600 pem 

3 Bedrooms, Recently Refurbished, Refitted Carpets 
Four Acre, Llantwit Major - £650 pem 

3 Bedrooms, Recently Redecorated, Large Rear Garden 
ClosTyniad Glo, Barry - £800 pem 

3 Bedrooms, Beautifully Presented, 

Bathroom & En-Suite 

Maes Lindys, Rhoose - £825 pem 

4 Bedrooms, Vastly Improved, Stunning Conservatory 
Church Meadow, Boverton - £825 pern 

4 Bedrooms, Conservatory, Large kitchen/Diner 
Heol Pilipala, Rhoose Point - £850 pem 
4 Bedrooms, Lovely Corner Plot, 2 Receps & Kitchen/Brkf 

Call today to book a free rental valuation 

01446 792020 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk _ 



Whitewell Drive, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 

Extended Detached Famiiy Home 
Southeriy Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£269,950 



Orchard Lodge, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

Detached Famiiy Residence 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


£279,950 



£350,000 


Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Famiiy Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 



Roldan, Costa Calida 

3 bed, 2 batli, detactied villa. Golf 5 
minutes, 20 minutes Murcia Airport. 

Call Paul Freephone 0800 135 7503 


£108,950 




* rightmov8n 



chris-davies.co.uk 
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New and existing customers - ring for the iatest FREE Sky offers 
Half Price Sky for 6 months • Unlimited Broadband for 6 months 
Free Unlimited Calls for 6 months • Free Cashback with Sky HD or Multiroom 


y 4 Cc«r^*fr.4r 

y 24 7 Q«v« 

^ it Miifrr 

✓ mi 

• I I L ^ 


CALL 
PAUL WILLIAMS 



CanAcfi? rt»lca Ch«cl»«<l'^ 

Hi.f* 

Cab«k« Jt'al AccM»«orto«7 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


3for2 ; 

Buy 3 blinds for / 
the price of 2 . 


Q B vvww.onevisionltd.co.uk 





This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

• Binds 

• Shuners 
•Awnings I solar 
•Canopies bfixfe 


SOIAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYKMA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSy COVERING ALL AREAS J™/ 


Th(B 




^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 


VALE BLINDS(w.ies,Lu. 

SALE NOW ON 


Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

V7S4 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 


• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 


• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

B 

Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


u Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443J 



Barry Aerials 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
; • Poor Reception Fixed 
il • OAP Discounts 

• Additionai TV Points 

• Digitai Aeriai Instaiiations 
1 • Free Home Visits 
I • Freesat Instaiiations 





LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Cali us on 01446 439125 


Celtic Professional 
Builders & Plasterers 


• Loft Conversions I 

• Extensions/Renovations I 

• Bricl<worl</Drivevvays I 

• New Build I 

• Kitx:hens/Bath rooms | 


Mobile: 07531 062775 
Tel: 01656 711443 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N1 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

vwvw.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 





Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 
01656 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


■ M-iert Fi’ 


Roman Blinds 


Vertical Blinds 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 




bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



Glamorgan 

PropcTtv 

Muirucnancc 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


Reaching 
the people 
from 
Penarth 
to 

Porthcawl 

01446 

774484 


Chimney 

Sweep 

C.K. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 
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GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY Ltd 


• Loft Conversions 

• Fitted Kitchens 

• All Roofing Works 

• All Carpentry and 
Building Work 
Carried out 


07973 686330 / 01446 753755 




@[|©©tic?a©si[l 


W If its wood 


Kitchens‘Flooring‘Stairs 
Tiling‘Maintenance‘Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


CARPENTER 

All works undertaken 
Qualified 25 yrs experience 
No Job Too Small 
Call me first for 
a competitive quote 
Bryn’s Carpentry 
07950 720068 



Leanne’s 
Carpet 
Cleaning 
Service 

Fully Insured 
Professional Service 
Reliable and Prompt 

01446 772702 
or 07794 028073 




Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic ancC 
CommerciaC 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering Jn:~ or .l- x 

01446 771137 drQ^tation, 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


ELECraiCAL 





AAiOXCmiU. 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPIIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


GUTTER CLEANING 





|D.GULUVER"ar1 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


§ All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 25 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403S53 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


Brian Pttloy 

DECORATORS 
Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 
07985 663798 


S-M-Vaughan 

■ 

mIbs errs 

H Approved Contracto 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 

Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfILE CARPETS 


comedo to^ tfou 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

TrI: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & TN.STAT.T .ATTON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 


cryStoi-ic 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal | 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed I 
Local, reliable & Professional\ 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 



01 446 774 484 


^LECJRICAL SERVICES 

"^%drew Lenthall - 07890 772079 
^ Aaron Rogers - 07825 778776 

• Reliable, Qualified Service 

• Emergency Call-outs 

• Free Quotations 

• Certification, Inspection & Testing 

• Installations including: Rewires, 
Showers, Cookers, Sockets & Lighting 

• Commercial & Domestic 

NQJQBTQQ SMALL 

email: aaelectricall @ hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

‘ Rewires ‘ Sockets ‘ Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
g Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-h-— 

^ Domestic 
I I Installer 

I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C.Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 




HD computer 
Solutions 


> All problems fixed 

' Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

> No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 

* IVeatment Plants * | 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


gy* RE^FIT 

(Established Family Business) 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 



INSTALL 

ELECTRICAL 

LIMITED OFFER 

Fuse Board 
Replacement 

Only £349 inc VAT 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Installations • Repairs 

* Testing & Inspection 

* Fault Finding 

* Maintenance ^ 

01446 733773 MAFTT 
07816 091425 S* 


N.THOMAS 

•Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 
•Turfing • Patios 

• Fencing & Decking 

Tel: 01446 790083 
07717 296697 


More 
Garden 
Services 
on the 
next page 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 
Paddock Topping 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 



i('/iiii{ilF(e (iankii Srnioes 

’ IS*. ‘ Mi MV . ‘ TIF.H ttUGlS 

Asn I ‘ wAi J A, rAn^^ and paiicii 

TvIriilMiier: 61444 419428 
4ir 07745 611753 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 



n 

GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 

L SERVICES 


’ ’-■.-a-.-;' 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


FREE ^ 

VERTICAL BLINDS 

Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 




www.mpnwindows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


muaow ne uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Full Independence Ltd 

Our services include: 
Full Garden 
Maintenance 
Decking & Fencing 

Patios, Waiis 
& Driveways 
Turfing 
Pius 

much more! 

We have many years experience creating 
dream gardens that can meet your needs. 
Call us today for a free quotation on 

01446 711555 

Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, 
Rhoose, VoG, CF62 3EA 

www.fullindependence.co.uk 
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Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


Free estimates, fully insurecJ. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 




cfr 

■ RMiha 4 WUMpMcAii SptcUlflB 


> FLAT ROOF REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

> SLATE & TILED ROOF REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

> FASCIAS, SOFFITS & GUTTERING 

> COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING 



Plastering 

Services 


BEFORE AFTER 

Over 100 years of skilled tradesman experience in all aspects of roofing 

For a FREE survey 01446 775 1 4S 

or quotation.... Visit us at www.cfrroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPyC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


tkriktiltin 


*<1 
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All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Td. 07915 390029 



Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


JW Bathrooms | pn/f suR ROOflNG & BUIIBING 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 745952 
07852 673413 




K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 I 


HOME 

MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing, Carpentry, 
Tiling, Painting, Locks, 
Catches, Flatpacks, 
Outdoor Pressure 
Cleaning. 

Free Quotes - Low Costs 

07769 874668 
01446 711008 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING * 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 
07956 887536 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERyiCE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 ■ 

01446 740176 53440 




S.M. Vaughan 

MMERCIA. 


HEATING & PLUMBING ■ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

« Static Homes/Caravans/Boats aaolTT 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured^ 



JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




; 01446 
794266 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 

or 01446 _ 

421006 215639 


Single Ply, Felt and Fibreglass systems 
• Natural slate specialist 
• Chimney stacks rebuilt and removed 
• Leaa work • Loft Conversions 
• Insurance work • 24 hour call out 


CALL STEVE PHILPOT on 01443 842779, 
07798 637119 or 02920 621619 
bethanphilpot1@btinternet.com 


JiiiifaxTSioven^^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EST. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 

www.silvevroofinq.co.uk SB 






mPiurni’tntj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

' JiCSi* r 

•m 0U44 411971 

turn tn mm 


I P EI>WARD6 




iTiMO 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


4 


014M 700127 07710 005520 


ITAYWARM PLUMBINt 


All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services 


Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 


Servicing & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

302 ‘ Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 

Leaking/Burst Pipes 
Boilers fitted from £1,250 

Freephone 0800 6990013»Mob. 07794 335053 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
P " Annual Boiler Service only £40 . 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


B.R.H. 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
Log Burners, Solid Fuei, 

HiTAs Chimney Lining Speciaiist 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 



Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash conrses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 
First 10 hours 
from £130 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


lantwit- 
poithca 
bridgend-todaymuk 


Your local Skip Co. 
Possibly the cheapest 
Skips in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 




Saturday 
Sam - 1pm 


YCLE RE-USE 

18 - 


0^13 

» 


Hire 


REMOVE, 

- ^ 

Abacus 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same caiendar month 

Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £200 
16 yard (wood only) 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 
Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not Inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing _ 

specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 



INSTAI 

SKIP HIRE LTD.,_ 

Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 

Discount Available 
on Hardcore Skips 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire | 

Available 

t..? X i| 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 







Nice Man, Cheap Van 


(Luton Van with Tad Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 796622 or 02920 450118 
MobUe: 07570 931487 
www.discountvamnan.co.uk 


Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 

Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround. 
Designer fabrics, Free estimates. 
Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN THE GEM AREA 


www.sofaicon.co.uk 
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ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


Full and Part Time 

Care Workers 

Required 

COWBRIDGEANDTHE 
SURROUNDING AREA 
Excellent rates of pay. 
Full training provided. 
Must be a car owner. 
Contact: 
Bluebird Care 
(Vale of Glamorgan) 
02920 590 444 


Home Help Required 

for 40 year old woman with long term illness. 
Must be reliable, practical and adaptable, with good 
hygiene/cleaning skills, hold full driving licence, 
reasonably fit for working with wheelchab. 
Approximately 30 hours per week, 5-6 days. 
Flexible hours. £7.50 per hour. 

01656 880744 (pm only) 

South Bridgend Area 


?300[Qg] 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUatbn 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Colwinston Community Council - Vacancy 

PARTTIME CLERK 

The Council has a vacancy for a part time clerk. 

The duties include attending monthly meetings, 
preparation of minutes, correspondence, and 
responsibility for financial affairs.The post is paid in 
accordance with National Scales and it involves some 
15 to 20 hours/month. Interested applicants should 
contact the Chairman in writing; 

Coun GW Bates, Carlton Croft, Colwinston, 
Cowbridge CF7I 7NG 
chairmanccc@btinternet.com 


4-welding repairs^- 

GATES - RAIUNGS & 

ANY METAL WORK REPAIRED 
(Rusted or broken parts replaced at a 
fraction of the cost of a new gate). 

NO JOB TOO SMALL • Time Served Tradesman 

07530 473862 


|—Carrie Elspeth—| 

Jewellery Stock Controller 

Carrie Elspeth is an award winning jewellery company in 
Llandow. We have a full time, permanent vacancy controlling 
stock receipts and dispatches, accounting for the movement 
of beads through different parts of the business and the 
preparation of raw jewellery components for manufacturing. 

An eye for quality and accuracy are of the upmost importance as 
are excellent organization and communication skills. 
Computer skills are fundamental to the job. 

Contact sales@carrieelspeth.com for more details and 
an application form. 


[F®Gr* sal© 


WOOD FOR SALE 

lUSl 



01874 730329 
07779 730847 


Take advantage 
of our part 
seasoned logs 
on sale now 


Local Company 

Requires 

Experienced Sewing 
Machinists 

Ideal for someone to work 
from home. 

Pay Negotiable 
For further info please 
phone Bev at Stitch in 
Time 01446 733388 



www.justwoodfueLco.uk 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridg&-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


FOUND 

Very friendly 
ginger neutered 
male cat in 
St Hilary 

Microchipped, Maesteg 
address, registered as 
Denny, 6 years old. 
Have you recently moved 
to the area? 

Is this your cat? 

Tel 07889 935090 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRfiP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 


4‘ - 


k %. 

. <? A 

\ 


We specialise in rehoming low cost 
vehicles with low income families 


FULLY REGISTERED WITH DVLA 

FREE COLLECTION FROM ANYWHERE 
IN SOUTH WALES WITHIN 1 HOUR 


Cash on collection or delivery. 

AH vehicle quotes are on complete vehicle 
basis with all factory components. 

All unsaveable vehicles disposed of 
in a corect and legal manner. 

Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 


No wheels^No problem!.Open 24 hours 


www.scrapmetaivehicietrader.co.uK 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 1 07785 943145 Of 08453 047117 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 

Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 

Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collectjon, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£ 1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


Female Personal Assistant Required 

to support 30 year old disabled lady who needs 
assistance with all aspects of personal care and 
social acitivity. 

Various shifts would be considered. 
Preferably 25 plus years. 

Porthcawl area 

For further information please ring 

01656 788443 


T 




ilkk 




HaMOflOHiBirtlMliy 

for 21 st Miv 

All our love and very best 
wishes for the future from 
Mum, Dad, Jonathan, 
Zoe, Kiah & Reggie xxx 



COWBRIDGE (ANCIENT BOROUGH) 
WITH LLANBLETHIAN TOWN COUNCIL 

COWBRIDGE WARD (2) 
LLANBLETHIAN EAST (1) 
LLANBLETHIAN WEST (2) 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that due to there 
being uncontested elections for Town Councillors in 
the above wards, there exists five vacancies to be 
filled by way of co-option for the Town Council. 
Any* local government elector or qualified person 
who is interested in the possibility of being co-opted 
onto the council should inform the undersigned in 
writing by noon on Tuesday 29th May 2012. 

*(lt is not a requirement to be resident within the ward) 
Dated this 11th day of May 2012. 

Town Clerk 

Mr P A Davies, Town Clerk 
Cowbridge with Llanblethian Town Council 
Town Hall, COWBRIDGE 
Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7AD 




DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

WE BUY CARS, VANS, LORRIES & PLANT 


I £1 yO mirtimum I 

any vehicle with no MoT, more for 
vehicles with at least 3 months MoT 
in good working order 


W A Brown Son 


Funorai Directors 


PevnDroke Hous€. 

College Street. Ufentwtt Uoiof 
01446 7!»2 489 



^Srk t^dependent 

^^meral ^^rectors 

• Local 24 hr dedicated 
phone line. 

* Service chapel to seat 
50 or 250 available. 

Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfimerals.co.iik 
7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB j 





THOMAS 

Elizabeth 

(Known as May) 

Following a short illness at The Royal Glamorgan 
Hospital, May formerly of Llantrisant Care Home 
and Phyllis Street, Barry Island, sadly passed 
away on 14th May 2012 aged 94 years; loving wife 
of the late Albert George. 

Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 7 
Tynewydd Road, Barry, until her funeral service at 
Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on 
Thursday, 24th May at 12 noon. Funeral arrangements 
entmsted to Robert D Johnson at Park Funerals, 
01446 421212. 


gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 




FORD 

Mavis Doreen 

It is with sadness we announce 
the passing of Doreen. 

She will be greatly missed by family 
and friends, son Robert, grandsons Richard 
and Jonathan, and great-granddaughters Holly 
and Rosie. 

Resting at AG Adams, Barry. Service to be held 
at Adams on Monday, May 21 at 2pm, funeral 
follows at Barry Cemetery. Contact the family 
for further information on 01446 409357. 


PARSONS 

Ms, Jim and family wish to thank 
everyone for their flowers, cards and words 
of sympathy and tremendous support 
through their deepest tragedy. Our thanks 
to all who were involved in finding our 
loving son Jimmy, especially at Easter time. 



In loving memory of 

Islwyn George Williams 

13th April 1930 - 7th May 2012 

who passed away peacefully at his home. 

He is survived by his wife, Glenys, his children 
Tyrone, Tina and Terry and their partners Janice, 
Andrew and Katharina, his grandchildren Daniel, 
Sebastian, Adam and Morgan, his brother Berwyn 
and his sister Gwyneth. 

He will be sadly missed by all who knew him. 

Your passing has left a void in our hearts, 
but the memories you leave behind will forever 
fill our souls with warmth and happiness. 

Service to be held at Bridgend Crematorium at 
lL30am on Monday, 21st May 2012. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that any 
donations be made to Marie Curie or 
Macmillan Cancer Support. 

“To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.” 
Thomas Campbell, Scottish poet (1777-1844) 





HILL ^ 

Veronica 

Peacefully at College Fields Nursing Home, Barry on May 
12th, Vera aged 92 years, formerly of Parkland Walk, 
Barry. Dearly beloved wife of the late John Hill, much 
loved mum of Cathy, Denise and Gail, adored nan to aU 
her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Resting at A G Adams & Son Tynewydd Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until her service and committal at 
the Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on 
Tuesday, 22nd May at 12 noon. Family flowers only. 


PHELPS 

Denis 

Suddenly but peacefully at home with his family, Denis 
loving husband of Celia, much loved father of Caro li ne 
and Chris, devoted grampa of Joe, Bethan and Scott, will 
be sadly missed by all family and friends. 

Funeral Service at Coychurch Crematorium on Friday, 
May 25th at 11.30am. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu may be sent 
to the British Heart Foundation. 


PRICE 

Horace 

Horace's daughter Anne-Marie and his grandchildren 
Rhian, Sian and Rhys would like to express their 
sincere thanks to all the staff at Southways 
Residential Home, Cowbridge for their exemplary 
care and kindness shown to Horace whilst he 
was in their care. 







JONES 

Phyllis 

PhyUis Jones of Llantwit Major died peacefully on 
Sunday, May 13th at Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend aged 94. Mother to Barry and Gwenda and 
mother-in-law to Brenda and Charles. 

Funeral Service at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend, 
12 noon on Wednesday, May 23rd. Family flowers only 
please. Donations can be made to the Macular Degeneration 
Society, P.O. Box 1870, Andover SPIO 9AD. 
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Cowbridge RFC honours 
season’s award winners 



Joint clubmen of the year Rob Vaughan and Rhys 
Williams with guest of honour Rhys Williams. 



Cadoxton Club’s 
Carruthers hopes 
are crushed 


COWBRIDGE 
RFC’s end of sea¬ 
son presentation 
night was held at 
the Athletic Club 
recently. 

Guest of honour was 
former Cowbridge 
School, Cowbridge, 
Cardiff, Cardiff Blues 
and Wales hero Rhys 
Williams who presented 
the prizes. 

A large crowd of 
players, supporters, 
coaches, managers, 
friends and family wait¬ 
ed with bated breath as 
chairman Lyn Thomas 
announced the winners. 

Player of the season 
was deservedly outside 
half Carwyn Morgan, 
who also picked up top 
points scorer with 177 
(the most for many 
years). 

Players’ player and 
players’ clubman was 
flanker/centre Luke 
Boys, while flying wing 
Liam Rowland picked 
up most improved play¬ 
er, along with top backs 
try scorer (16), with cap¬ 
tain Ross Llewellyn 
picking up top forwards 
try scorer (13). 

Front row stalwart 
Dai Popham was award¬ 
ed young player of the 
season while special 
achievement awards 
went to Matt Logsden 
and Rob Langdon. 

Joint clubman of the 
season went to Rob 
Vaughan and honorary 
club doctor, surgeon and 
all things medical, Rhys 
Williams. 

A new award, the Vic 
Vaughan shield for sup¬ 
porters’ player of the 
season went to Luke 
Boys. 

Well done to every¬ 
one who picked up an 
award, but the whole 
squad and coaches/man¬ 
agement contributed 
enormously to the best 
season for the club for a 
long time. 

Following a late surge 
at the end of last season, 
a sideways move from 5 
South East to 5 South 
Central proved to be a 
breath of fresh air. 

Inspirational coaches 
Rhys James and Alyn 
Lane, team manager 
Dave Breed and physios 
Ilya and Heather must 
have been delighted that 
the form at the end of 
last season was carried 
over with spades to this 
season. 

The following league 
stats bear this out, with 
last season’s in brackets: 
won 17 (7) lost 5 (15); 
points for 703 (346); 
against 229 (609); tries 
for 98 (36); tries against 
24 (88); league points 79 
(32). 

Despite a slight mid¬ 
season slump the team 
finished third and came 
within a whisker of 
defeating unbeaten 
champions Bryncethin 
at home, and following a 
worst performance of 
the season away to sec¬ 
ond place Cefn Cribwr, 
won the home fixture, 
described by many as 
the performance of the 
season. 


With many of the 
same players as last sea¬ 
son, the main difference 
this season was that on 
the whole everyone per¬ 
formed week in week 
out. 

In attack and defence 
the boys played as a 
team, supporting each 
other throughout the 
season. As mentioned 
earlier, it was a breath of 
fresh air playing in a 
new league, including 
several trips to the pic¬ 
turesque Neath Valley 
and the exciting First 
Travel X2 bus journey to 
South Wales Police. 

As well as the coach¬ 
ing/management team 
who really galvanised 
the squad, thanks must 
go to the great support¬ 
ers who followed the 
team with gusto home 
and, importantly, away. 

Thanks also to those 
who helped behind the 
scenes, the bar staff, the 
chefs who fed the boys 
after every game, 
groundsman Tim, head 
touch judge Alun 
Griffiths, the Llewellyn 
brothers for their tractor, 
chief medic Rhys who 
looked after the boys so 
well throughout the sea¬ 
son, the match reporters, 
the committee members 
and officers who con¬ 
tributed much during the 
season and chairman 
Lyn Thomas, who 
worked tirelessly as 
always, and everyone 
else involved. 

At the time of writing 
we don’t know what 
league we’ll be in next 
season as although by 
rights the top two teams 
are promoted, there are 
opportunities for promo¬ 
tion of the two best third 
placed teams in the 
Division 5s. 

Cowbridge finished 
their season with a well- 
deserved appearance in 
the final of the SA Brain 
Challenge Cup Final, 
taking on Division 3 
South East Champions 
Llanishen at Glamorgan 
Wanderers on May 2. 

There was a large 
crowd of supporters to 
will them on and show¬ 
ing the skill, tenacity 
and determination that 
has been a hallmark of 
the season, lost by 31-5, 
but in doing so gave an 
excellent account of 
themselves. 

Cowbridge made 


most of the play in the 
opening 10 minutes and 
interplay between wing 
Liam Rowlands and full 
back Matt Pound and a 
break down the wing 
showed their attacking 
intent. 

Cowbridge continued 
to pressure Llanishen 
but with almost their 
first proper chance after 
10 minutes, Llanishen 
attacked up the right 
wing and recycled the 
ball for their outside half 
to break through and 
score a converted try. 

Cowbridge continued 
to press and with a solid 
set piece their chance 
came eight minutes later 
when from a line out 
take, scrum half Dewi 
Edwards spun the ball 
out to outside half 
Carwyn Morgan. 

He fed centre Huw 
Lougher, who angled 
between two defenders 
and, as they closed in on 
him, flipped the ball out 
to Rowlands on the wing 
to continue his great 
scoring form. 

Llanishen were aware 
they were in a game as 
their outside half 
attempted a drop goal 
and then a penalty kick 
but both went wide. 

Then, almost cruelly, 
with just five minutes to 
half time, Llanishen put 
a penalty into the comer 
and from the lineout 
drove their prop over for 
a try. 

With almost the last 
play, some neat play 
from their right wing 
saw him cross for a con¬ 
verted try. 

All-action prop David 


RHOOSE were 
looking to build on 
some impressive 
recent victories and 
soon got into their 
stride when Joe 
Hopkins scored his 
first goal of the sea¬ 
son with an unstop¬ 
pable strike from 
just outside the 
penalty box. 

Rhoose passed the ball 
around with confidence 
and soon increased their 
lead when Daniel Cope 
picked out Dylan White 
who had joined the attack 
from defence and he 
calmly found the bottom 


Popham, who with Jon 
Phillips and hooker 
Luke Adams had held 
the scmm rock steady, 
left the fray after a num¬ 
ber of knocks, with Alun 
John replacing him. 

Llanishen slotted a 
penalty and, after 15 
minutes, they were 
awarded a penalty and 
kicked deep; there was 
some question if the ball 
had stayed in play but a 
lineout almost on the 
Cowbridge line pro¬ 
duced another catch and 
drive and a try that the 
outside half did well to 
convert. 

After a heroic display 
playing at flanker, Steve 
Birchenough was forced 
off with numerous 
injuries; Rhys Jones 
took over. 

Scrum half Dewi 
Edwards was replaced 
by Matt Pound while 
Pound’s place was taken 
by Ed Lakin. 

If Llanishen were 
expecting Cowbridge to 
roll over, the players had 
other ideas because 


comer. 

Cowbridge looked 
threatening on the brake, 
but keeper Matt 
Cottington looked 
assured when called into 
action. 

In the second half, 
Ryan Hughes and Patrick 
O’Carroll played some 
intricate football before 
releasing Harry Morgan- 
Grant, whose cross found 
Cameron Leach who 
rounded the keeper to 
score. 

Cowbridge continued 
to push forward and got 
their reward with a well 


Llanishen weren’t to 
score again. 

With 10 minutes to 
go, Carwyn Davies, in 
his last game for the 
club, came to the touch- 
line and Alex Lewis 
came on. 

Llanishen topped 
their Divison 3 League 
by quite a margin but 
Cowbridge competed in 
all areas; Llanishen 
were clever at the break¬ 
down where the referee 
was a touch lenient with 
them and they showed 
more composure behind 
at key times. 

Cowbridge came into 
the game with heads 
held high and left the 
same way, gaining many 
plaudits for their per¬ 
formance. 

Congratulations to 
Llanishen for their 
deserved victory, with 
the game being played in 
the right spirit. 

Diolch yn fawr and 
pob hywl Carwyn 
Davies on your move to 
West Wales. 

RV/RK 


worked goal. 

Josh Brown and Jay 
Coles looked dominant 
in the heart of midfield 
and kept possession well. 

Edward Thomas made 
a marauding mn from 
defence and his delicate 
chip found Cameron 
Leach who capitalised 
from close range. 

Rhoose rounded off an 
impressive performance 
when Lee Bartlett 
skipped through a num¬ 
ber of challenges before 
releasing Cameron Leach 
who completed his hat- 
trick . MB 


CADOXTON 
bowlers’ faint 
hopes of progress¬ 
ing in the 
‘Carruthers’ were 
crushed when host¬ 
ing a game against 
Caerau Athletic in 
a strong section. 

Howard Craven took 
a 4-0 lead but a conced¬ 
ed ‘5’ took this advan¬ 
tage away and they 
trailed for the remainder 
of the game. The Caerau 
team included six 
impressive youngsters, 
three of which were on 
this rink and lead by a 
very experienced skip. 

Graham Brown had 
the best opportunity of 
success when taking a 

12- 0 lead after seven 
ends. The advantage 
was still 10 after 17 
ends, but the wheels 
came off and only a sin¬ 
gle was added in the last 
five ends, with 14 
against. 

Don Kuhnell’s rink, 
although mainly playing 
reasonable bowls, was 
not allowed to retain 
shots, denied by accu¬ 
rate turnovers from the 
opposing third on regu¬ 
lar occasions. Seven 
ends were successful 
from 16, until reaching 
‘13’, a score that was 
not improved upon. 

Kelvin Chedgzoy 
also scored on just 
seven ends and strug¬ 
gled to keep in touch. 
After 13 ends they 
trailed by 18 shots. A 
spirited recovery 
seemed likely when the 
deficit was reduced by 
eight shots in three 
ends, but the success 
did not continue. 
However, they finished 
by winning the last two. 

L Adams, D Evans, D 
Brook, H Craven 
16-25 Alex Brain, Jack, 
M Brain, A Goss; P 
Ellis, L Cundlijfe, A 
Turner, D Kuhnell 

13- 27 D Williams, IT 
Davies, Sam, M Jones; 

T Bishop, M Mathews, 

W Vaughan, G Brown 
18-21 D Elias, Declan, 
JE Thomas, M Banks; D 
Tuck, L Davies, J 
Davies, K Chedgzoy 15- 
28 G Lewis, Rhys, ET 
Williams, H Lewis. 

Einal score: 62-101. 

CADOXTON ‘A’ V 

CENTRAL - 

FRIENDLY 
Cadoxton ‘A’s fixture 
in the SVL was can¬ 
celled by the Murch 
due to a shortage of 
players. 

A quickly arranged 
friendly at Central was 
arranged, and Cadoxton 


won on three rinks, but 
a heavy defeat on the 
fourth resulted in a nar¬ 
row win for the home 
team. 

G Powell, K Tanner, 

L Little, D Collard, D 
Panning R Doble, K 
Tanner 3-25 C 
Ditchburn, I Hooper, G 
Powell, G Thomas; L 
Tanner, W Eadie, G 
Davies 

18-11 G Young, T 
Kaged, E Hudd; B 
Knight, J Stewart, M 
Curtis, R Harding 17-9 
A Kennedy, I King, R 
Coles, J Jones; S 
Clements, S Clarke, J 
Sugden 19-17 
CWillacote, K Eord, B 
Castle. Einal score: 57- 
62. 

CADOXTON V 

DINAS POWIS - 

CARRUTHERS 
Cadoxton hosted a 
strong side from Dinas 
Powys, the winners of 
the trophy two years 
ago, and put up a spir¬ 
ited performance for 
most of the match. 
However, the experi¬ 
ence told in the end 
and the visitors won 
comfortably. 

Howard Craven was 
matched against Mike 
Ackland, and their rink 
had a tremendous battle 
for 15 ends with the 
score at 13-13. 

However, a surge from 
the visitors left the 
home side on ‘13’ 
whilst scoring 18 shots, 
including an ‘8’ over the 
next five ends. A single 
on the last stopped the 
run. 

Don Kuhnell had 
Nigel Leigh as his 
opposing skip and held 
the upper hand in the 
early stages, with good 
support from his team. 
However, the perform¬ 
ance changed dramati¬ 
cally in favour of the 
visitors when the mat 
length was changed. 
Only a single was added 
in the next 10 ends, to 
trail by 10 shots. A mini 
recovery reduced the 
deficit to six with the 
score at 13-19. A single 
against on the last fin¬ 
ished the game. 

Another close 
encounter, in the early 
stages, had Derek Brook 
skipping against Alex 
Meddins. The scores 
were level on six, seven, 
nine, and 15, but a ‘5’ 
on the 15 th end fol¬ 
lowed closely by a ‘3’ 
and ‘4’ built an unas¬ 
sailable advantage for 
the visitors. 

Jim Davies dropped 
down to skip, due to the 
unavailability of the 
regular skip, and the 


rink performed 
admirably. In the begin¬ 
ning they struggled to 
keep in touch with the 
opposition, skipped by 
Richard Janes. They 
trailed by 12-4 after 
nine ends, but a big 
recovery brought seven 
winning ends from the 
next nine, to get to 13- 
14 with three ends left. 
They were the third rink 
of the day to stick on 
‘13’. 

L Adams, D Evans, W 
Eadie, H Craven 14-31 
C Scott, A Desroisies, D 
Vowles, M Ackland; G 
Solomon, L Cundliffe, G 
Brown, D Kuhnell 
13-20 G White, C 
Parsons, G Griffiths, N 
Leigh; T Bishop, M 
Mathews, W Vaughan, 

D Brook 18-28 
A Harvey, G Parr, C 
Todd, A Meddins; D 
Tuck, S Clarke, L 
Davies, J Davies 13-19 
D Parker, M Edwards, 

P Critcher, R Janes. 
Final score: 62-101. 

CADOXTON ‘A’ V 

ROMILLY ‘A’ - 

FRIENDLY 
Once again the SVL 
fixture was cancelled 
by Llantwit Major, the 
opposing team, due to 
a lack of players. 

Another hastily 
arranged friendly was 
set up with Romilly. 

Two fours and two 
triples were arranged 
with some of 
Cadoxton’s players 
switching sides to even 
up the numbers. 

Alex Turner skipped 
his rink to a 9-2 lead, 
but they did not score 
again to lose 9-12. 

The rink, skipped by 
Gordon Davies, conced¬ 
ed an ‘8’ and two ‘4’s in 
their heavy defeat. 

Roy Harding trailed 
5-0, but his rink recov¬ 
ered with a ‘4’ and ‘2’ 
to take the lead, which 
was never relinquished, 
by scoring steadily 
throughout. 

Jim Sugden won on 
his rink after recovering 
from a 10-3 deficit. 

D Collard, K Tanner, 

I Dunbar, A Turner 
9-12 C Ditchburn, I 
Hooper, G Powell, G 
Thomas; D Fanning, L 
Tanner, J Stewart, G 
Davies 5-30 L Jones, G 
Whittaker, P Denley, B 
Cheal; B Knight, M 
Curtis, R Harding 19-11 
G Powell, R Phillips, C 
Davies; S Clements, L 
Little, J Sugden 
19-17 D Cameron, R 
Cole, B Gough. Final 
score: 52-70. 

DK 


Five of the best for Rhoose 


COWBRIDGE UNDER-13S 1 

RHOOSE UNDER-13S 5 
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Kia Optima - a head turner 
that really means business! 


B ritain will 

only emerge 
from the 

grips of the double 
dip recession if 
businesses succeed 
- and these firms 
will only survive 
and conquer by 
making wise deci¬ 
sions. 

You can guarantee 
balance sheets are being 
scrutinised like never 
before and businesses 
with company cars will 
be looking for the very 
best deals. 

Enter the Kia Optima 
saloon. Designed espe¬ 
cially for these challeng¬ 
ing economic times there 
is just one engine, a 1.7- 
litre 134bhp diesel avail¬ 
able. 

“This is a car aimed at 
company car drivers sick 
of Ford and Vauxhalls,” 
says Parkers, the car 
experts. “It’s not unrea¬ 
sonable to expect that 



MOTORING with TIM SAUNDERS 


they might choose to 
defect to the Optima 
because it looks nice.” 

The striking purpose¬ 
ful design has hints of 
the Jaguar XF about it, if 
in no part due to the 
angled front end and air 
vents on the side of the 
front wings. It certainly 
makes heads regularly 
turn. 

Once behind the 
wheel, there’s a good 
driving position and it’s 
enjoyable to drive. The 
six-speed box is precise 


COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 

Will Roy Kmy Cor,, 

H. 1. fr. 

rx. Mf . Hill. p. . | . 

|>rn * . piihl: - h 

MYLES BROWNING 
077M0085t7 


and the engine is partic¬ 
ularly responsive in sec¬ 
ond and third gears with 
only a slight power 
delay. 

Business users are 
sure to rely on the cruise 
control function and this 
is one of the better ones 
I have used because it 
can be engaged even in 
second gear at speeds as 
low as 20mph, making it 
useful for town driving 
and obeying speed cam¬ 
eras. 

One minor qualm is 
that the handbrake is a 
little near the gearbox, 
so much so that I caught 
my finger when chang¬ 
ing gear but this only 
happened once. 

Another issue is the 
rear window, which is 
angled in such a way 
that the rain sits on it. 
This can be partly 
removed by engaging 
the heated screen but I 
can’t help feeling that a 
wiper would be a wel¬ 
come addition. 

Equipment levels 
include all round electric 


windows and air condi¬ 
tioning. 

In all the Optima, 
which returns up to 
60mpg or easily 600 
miles on a tank thanks to 
auto stop start and a six 
speed box, makes a very 
sensible business case. 

Kia Optima Eco 
Dynamics : 

New price range: 
£19,595 - £25,830. 

Engine: 1.7-litre 
diesel 

Top speed: 121mph 
0-60mph: 9.2secs 
Power: 134bhp 
Economy: around 
60mpg 

Road tax: £0 
Watch the video at: 
WWW. testdrives. biz 


Barrivale 

bridge 

results 

LATEST results 
from Barrivale: 

Tuesday, May 8; 1st 
Alan Jones & Lyn 
Matthews 60.12%; 
2nd Mick Green & 
Noelle Bond 58.93%; 

3rd Irene Thomas & 
Graham Jones 56.77%. 

Alan & Lyn also won 
on handicap 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale, if you would 
like to join us ring 
01446 733425 or call at 
the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road Barry on Tuesdays 
at 7pm. MB 



' Tyres, Exhausts 
& Batteries 
' Motorcycle tyres 



• 4x4 tyres & 
Alignment 


OanHfexrom 


JTYOMONAMA 


Barry Tyre & 
Autocentre Ltd 

The new Service Centre is 
available to customers old and new. 

A family owned 
business serving 
Barry for nearly 
40 years. 

For good 
quality that 
costs you 
less! 

We only sell new 
tyres, using the best 
tyre products and 
brands at the best 
possible prices. 
Using the latest 
technology, we can 
supply, fit and balance 
all our tyres on site. 



CAR SERVICING 
from only £49.95 

Also diagnostics using 
the latest technology. 
MoT’s - 4 wheel alignment. 
Brakes, Exhausts & Batteries. 

Motorcycle Tyres 
Fitted and Balanced 

Servicing for Motorcycles 


j rVCMONAMA 

# 



LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY CF634PS 
01446 737447 


HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF634HU 
MB 01446 745888 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 


All major credit cards accepted 


8.30am - 5.00pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


Power. Economy. Low CO2. 
How did we fit it all in? 

The Ford Focus, now available with the new ecoboost engine. 

With fuel consumption of up to 58.9mpg and C02 ee low as 109g/km. the ground-breaking new 
Ford EcoBoost petrol engine also delivers remarkable power Now available on the FORD FOCUS 

FORD FOCUS 
1.0 ECOBOOST 

(also In 1.6 Engine) 



TEST 

DRiVE 

EVENT 

Friday 18th 
until 
Monday 
21st May 


FORDTHORNE 

281 Penarth Road, Cardiff 029 2022 3100 
e-mail: salesCd fordthorne.co.uk 

■■ .• ...-i» ..r - ,'.u P-fr 


NIL ROAD TAX! 
LOW CO-^ EMISSIONS 
Up to 58.9 MPG 


BOOK YOUR TEST 
DRIVE TODAY! 

Ar>d don't forget your 
drivers’ licencel 





WWW fe’^dthornexo.uk | 
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FONTY FLYERS DO THE 
PORTHKERRY PLOD... 



ABOVE: Fonty Flyers are a running group set 
up by Cath Hayes so that parents can get fit while 
their kids are swimming with Fontygary Flippers. 

They are pictured here after completing the 
Porthkerry Plod 5-mile race at the weekend, the 
furthest many of the runners had ever raced. 
All of the runners completed the race in very 
good individual times. Many of them are Rhoose 
lifeguard members and say that running helps 
with their fitness levels. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


F«vd Foeut 
Rjpd Focof 

Tninafionv 




(01656) 

>660160 
FUi dmmkn uvatabi* on our 
^^ww.wicKvanhife.co.uk 


Gymnasts show their 
skills at Welsh open 


BARRY YMCA 
Gymnastics Club 
again celebrated 
success at the 
Men’s Welsh Open 
on February 26, as 
several of the club 
gymnasts finished 
with a podium 
position and 
showed that gym¬ 
nastics in Barry 
YMCA will have a 
bright future over 
the coming years. 

Iwan Mepham topped 
the under-16 men’s 
table with a very 
impressive performance 
by winning five out of 
the six disciplines on 
offer. 

Jack Roberts and 
Sammi Morgan shone 
as stars for the future 
with Jack coming a 
commendable second 
place in the under-10 



The Barry seconds come 
together after hard season 

WITH the onset of It was always going to squad, management and backs the recall of sever- 
British summer it ^ difficult task to fol- player alike, always al experienced players 
snelt the end ^ of success on shouldered the responsi- saw Barry win a vital 

^ „ the pitch last season, as bility together, and this home game against title- 

anotner eventtul 2nd XV dominated was also evident when chasing Clwb Rygbi and 
season for the Barry and won their league, and victory came their way, the gathered momentum 
2nd XV. at the same time reaching with some notable scalps saw the side home as 

While it was a season the latter stages of the taken along the way. they steered clear of rele- 
of mixed fortunes for the . The season could have gation. 

teams below the 1st XV, ^hh several players been a disastrous one as The league season fin- 

it was ultimately a sue- ^noving on to other clubs Barry approached the ished with six wins and 
or other countries, and final stretch, and were six defeats, with the team 
several more retiring staring at relegation in ultimately comfortably 
through injury, Barry 2nd the face. away from the bottom. 

XV were predicted to To complicate matters While this is not the 
struggle. even further, forwards heights that Barry 

Fortunately, many coach Dai Griffith was reached last season, there 
Barrians stepped up to promoted to first team is a renewed togetherness 
the mark and made their duties, leaving Scott in about the squad, and with 
2nd XV debuts through- sole charge alongside more young players com- 
out the season. An open- interim manager Ken ing through the ranks, 
ing day, last-gasp win Chow. this bodes well for the 


cessful one. 


Clinton Purnell (left) with Pete Haysham. 


category with a strong 
performance overall on 
all pieces of the appara¬ 
tus and Sammi finishing 
top of the under-8 cate¬ 
gory. 

Clinton Purnell, who 
has represented Wales at 
the Commonwealth 
Games, took the men’s 
national championship 
with an impressive dis¬ 
play by topping five out 
of the six disciplines on 
the day. 

Ben Dennis, who 


after a lengthy lay off 
due to injury and in his 
first competition since, 
finished a commendable 
eighth on the day. 

Coach Pete Haysham, 
who spoke highly of 
them said: “It is a diffi¬ 
cult competition to do 
well in, but the boys did 
themselves and the club 
proud, and we’ll work 
even harder to come 
back next year with 
even better results.” 

MS 


over Old Penarthians, 
was a sign of things to 
come in a topsy-turvy 
season. 

As always, the squad 
lost players to injuries, 
unavailability and ulti¬ 
mately, the 1st XV, and it 
was a true credit to the 
depth of the squad that a 
team could be fielded at 
all in some weeks. 

Indeed, coach 

Rhydian Scott had to don 
his boots once more in a 
home game against 
Cathays, where he had 
another chance to show¬ 
case his skills at scrum- 
half. 

The inexperience of 
the squad told in some 
games against superior 
opposition, and it was no 
surprise that there were 
some humbling defeats 
throughout the season. 

However, the entire 


After some initial set- future. 


KC 


LANDOW 

csmssn 





' Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 

' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 
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Offers available this MONTH! 


SI PUle Pre Ref DEUVERV MILES ONLY 
VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 S 50R 


£90 ^^0 


(WPPTW 

Price from 

£10999 

Saving over 

£6000 



Price from 

£9999 

Saving over 

£ 4.000 


tvm 


mMocTA¥Uiji «viujoiiuiaimuisam 

iU4Aiicti0fi uociiistviAirrf mm 


£8999 


II pun VIUUCHAU OMSA 
m UTUIBO 


fiwsflfwwiosiwffwiif gN Networkll 

SIWWSlWAllflfWETMXOCttS W 


ioos 




FRF Bridgend www.frfmotors. com 


v.fl c2iariar M i<r— 
rw 4 AMYTM* •• ff r9« Ik l»m*4 OMlanA 


:^=>>TtF»u«E»NtpTD:cK4sccMr.;:'WE* :a:.-E 4:> :,i.Liiw£*o.™'4:v. 


\^^STRNAVENU1 BSOG€ND IMD EST BRIOGEND 
SAT MAV US€RS CF313RT 


S 71 APR 

^ Hi ^ ttm I 


f HJvci 


Sale Hotline 0844 225 3863 
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JO/N us FOR THE LAUNCH OF 

THE ALL-NEW 


Victoria Park Mazda 

Hadfield Road. Cardiff CFtI 8A0 

029 2060 9228 www.victofiapark-nvazdaxo.uk 


THE ALL-NEW MaZOa CX-S 




MEMniRE 


\ A Better service at a Better price ^ 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£15 


n <9 


Servicing from. 

Diagnostic from. 

Radio Decodes. 

Service Vaiets frm. 

Fuii Vaiets from . 

Key Programming 

DPF Probiems 

ECU Repairs 

Gear Box repairs 

Air Bag Faults 

Brakes and ABS 

Aii Repair work undertaken 


.£69.00 

.£39.95 

.£14.99 

.£20.00 

.£40.00 



CAR 

REMAPPING 

£179.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Full Car 
Servicing 
from 

£100 
+ VAT 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 

www.abservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


V/S4 
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new broad street motors 

Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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PERMOVEO 

■ mmmMaWJ W ■■V MoralaytoFridavft30tol800 

EURO SPECIAUSTS 




F > E E r H 0 a c S&lOWoodhaniRoad 

08000337807 Ban 7 Docks CF634JE 

Moniay to Friday 830 to 1800 “ 

Saturrii930tol430 ww^pennwwJU^ 


Bs no t the way you Ve use d to] 
hawinq ydurfariseivicedi 


iL 


Jm iii iiH 3 fcSpecfet in,tKei\^ ofi Gbmor roni 

Custonm choose 16 because we provide a very difiercfit experience to what you rnght cocBider the 
prage norm. Our aim is to deliver a competitive dealer aKenative, no half-truths just the simi^ 
honest fads. Irnagine a garage tlat wants to know your name, a garage that defevers a professional 
exp^lenoe, employs staff of the highest caliire, can take the time to discuss the problem you're 
having with your vehicle, talk to you in a manner you can understand and above all treat you with 
respect without being condescenAig. Then you're imagining k! 

With more equipment and in house experi^ than any other specialist In the area we have the skills 
and technical abi lity to service and maintain everything from 40 year old jaguars^ cutting edge 
Porsche's to the latest BMW models. Ou diagnostic capability exceeds what even the draler can do, 
we can solve ary problem with big savings for you. 

Being a family run busines we pul iradiiional values at the core of everything we do, putting you the 
customer first All our work is guaranteed and will not affect your manufacturers or used car 
warranty. 

Our customers include local and nationai MajiPealen licliiiling Ferrari, Ford, 
Ctmcn, Jafuar, Mercedes and Seuth Wales' laryest Used Car Supermarkets! 
They come to us because we really are South Wales leading Diagnostic centre. 
You wont And another garage that can count as many main dealers as part 
of Its customer base! 



FuMy OFT Approvtd tm|t ft TniMd TocIwiclMi 
ComMi Mmfaetiifer SpocMcakiio Scrvki Check 

mtdDTi tsfrwe aqjck dIIcIbiiv da io.i Cu lafvtrs nuly jwttm 

rTA aiTU'^ivm w? yikI fnl f ymi lest Iw |W cw try «! 

Fui AIrCen Check A Sas Topnip 
AirCoe AntaMCterbri Strike • Rtenvet Odon 
HMauWayOIAOnlliPirls 

4v/liT*./Tl«r Writ l>K3h? Cl f/Tdodll L Cl 

04 OOrT«f^ be CM cr 

Ful Adwncii Main DeUer OimMsilc 

'AV law* Ptmir. it >ynr rtvmiUlwm d bv i H iOmildg. 

'AV dMt rth til M .rti'nifcfVit kulii ulkiiu juoaik::i OMfihBr runof 
Urinl Oraefiorrari irtjjr. Ofd?r jrnj the jKi 


I it Retort 


I Off & Ctlfctitt 

»FfMl 


AUTOMOnVE 
TBCHNICIAN 

ACeWDOATtON _ 

Ybu know youYe OK with ATA 

OK MViKATActMfi 


FmL. 

tdiMrYtii_ 

Cl <sritriiaii|ytauk'iEiidclcp :f1fmt 
AWf^Irwnrtl^mdto 

Fua VaM. bduMeg Fall Wan Treataeeel 
LaMr Wbttl ARnemenl A Tracking 
Free Fluid Chech taKhidbii Tapnpa for 12 aieetbs 

Ailr mt smK* yor ecbfcr ymi Gv pop M aqm ID fct a tree fMd 
^cNckaratHdtidtiptfiffyiadwoMSWfiiiwtvaidHrfiM^ 

s/ Servicing 
n/ Dealer Diagnostics 
\/ ECU Repairs 
s/ MOTTesting 
s/ DPF ProWenis 
Et/ Bt^&ABS 
Transmission Servicing 
^ Air-Con Repairs 
Engine & Mechanical 
^ Keys & Key Repairs 
^ Warrant Claims 
^ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
Laser Wheel Alignment 
l^rbmiance Tuning 
' 4 ^ Body & Accident Repairs 
q/ Alloy Wheel Refurts 
4 k/ H igh Quality Valeting 
4/ Injector Servicing 
q/ Former Dealer Staff 

4k/ ErepCpurtesyCari 
ion I 



Approved code 
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Just a selection of our stock... 



08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 

£4,995 


05 VAUXHALL Tigra 
1.3 CDTi Sport 

Ice Blue, 65,000 Mile Diesel Convertible 

£4,995 


56 BMW 330 DSE 3.0 Coupe 


Cream leather, Montego blue, 
1 owner 

£9,995 



08 VAUXHALL Corso 1.6 
SRi 3-dr 

In black, air con, 55,000 miles 

£5,995 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5S Auto 

In silver/black leather, 42,000 miles 

£14,995 



55 RENAULT Clio 1.6 
Dynomique S 

In burnt orange, air con, 59,000 miles 

£3,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 4.5S Auto. Silver/black 

leather, 42,000 miles, sat nav, 22” alloys .. .£14,995 
07 BMW 120D M-Sport. Met black with cream, 64,000 

mile diesel at.£12,495 

08 VW Golf 2.0 Diesel GTi Sport TDi Auto 5-dr. In 

black, 64,000 miles, superb diesel at.£9,995 

08 NISSAN QashquiTekna 2.0 Auto. In met blue with 
black leather, panoramic roof, sat nav, rear camera, 
sat nav, rear reversing camera, bluetooth .. .£8,995 
07 VW Golf 2.0TDi (170) 5-dr. In black, 50,000 mile 

diesel at .£8,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertible Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

05 MITSUBISHI Warrior LWB Double Cab Pick-Up. 

Diesel. Lockable galvanised load cover. Black£5,995 
54 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel SE. In ice blue with 

beige leather, 48,000 miles, 2 owners.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto. 

In black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2 DC! SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

02 AUDI TT (180). In red with black leather, 87,000 

miles, superb example .£5,495 

05 TOYOTA Celica 1.8 Premium In black with black 

leather, 78,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport. In ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper Automatic. In velvet red with black roof, 

chilli pack, 70,000 miles.£4,995 

51 MERCEDES SLK 200 Auto. In silver with black 

leather, 56,000 mile convertible at.£4,995 

01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto. In silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,495 
56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 SRi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles.£4,995 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 5-dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at .£4,695 

54 MAZDA RX8 (192) 4-dr. Black, 69,000 mile sports 

coupe .£3,995 

01 SAAB 9:3 Turbo 2.0 Convertible. Met grey, 43,000 

miles. Tremendous value.£3,495 

53 SMART Convertible Passion Auto. Met blue/silver, 
limited edition model.£3,295 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


61 KIA Rio Domino, black, 33,000 miles only. 

Outstanding value at .£7,495 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic. In silver, 
46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£5,995 


07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 
SXi 3-door 

Silver, full body kit, 80,000 miles 

£4,995 

55 TOYOTA Corolla CLR 2.0 Diesel 5-dr. In platinum 

metallic, 62,000 miles .£5,995 

08 FORD Focus 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met apple 

green, 32,000 miles.£5,695 

08 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met silver, 

48,000 miles, a/c, alloys .£5,495 

06 TOYOTA Corrolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In silver, 41,000 
miles, 1 local owner.£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners, a/c, alloys .£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 3-dr. In black, 63,000 

miles, air con.£4,995 

59 CHEVROLET Aveo 12LS 5-dr. In silver, 21,000 mile 
hatch at.£4,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value at.£4,995 

57 SKODA Fabia 2 1.4 5-dr. In black, 60,000 miles 

with air con, cd, alloys.£4,795 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr. 

In black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,495 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club. In met blue, 44,000 

miles, low insurance .£4,495 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification.£4,495 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In met silver, 
alloys, air con etc.£4,495 

54 MAZDA 6 2.0 Diesel TS2 Estate. In silver, 80,000 

miles, 2 owners.£3,995 

05 CITROEN C4 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In ice blue, 49,000 
miles, 1 owner.£3,495 

55 FORD Focusi .6LX Auto 5-dr. In blue, fantastic 

value at.£3,495 

54 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-dr. In black, 

62,000 miles.£3,495 

53 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-dr. In platinum, 34,000 

miles, very desirable at.£3,295 

53 FORD Fusion 3. In red, 54,000 miles, 2 owners, 

A/C, alloys etc.£2,995 

07 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6SX 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 

miles, FSH .£3,295 

04 RENAULT Scenic 2.0 Privilege. In met red, 60,000 

miles, pan roof, etc .£2,995 

03 MERCEDES A140 Classic. In met blue, 64,000 

miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto. In black, low running 

costs -I- £30 road tax.£2,995 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles .£2,495 

01 MAZDA Premacy 1.8 Atlantis. In met-blue, 43,000 
mile, local MPV .£1,995 


03 SMART City Pulse Auto 


in black, low running costs 
£30 road tax 


£2,995 



05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr 

In silver, 60,000 miles 

£3,495 



04 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2 
DCi SR 6-Spd 

In bright met blue, 75,000 miles 

£5,995 



52 JEEP Cherokee 3.7 
LTD Auto 

In bronze with black leather, 
go anywhere at 

£2,995 



Ran 

WARRANTIES 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 

pplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

fection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 

Rac 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FItSlANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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GEM sport 


Cowbridge RFC’s 
Crawley tour not 
without incident! 


NEWS FROM COWBRIDGE 
BOWLS CLUB 


Members are 
stymied by the 
poor weather 


Three-sy 
does it for 
cricketing 
First XI 


RECENTLY, 
Cowbridge RFC set 
off to a destination 
known only to - 
well far too many 
people - following a 
major security 
breach two weeks 
before the tour. 

The first stop was the 
picturesque services at 
Reading where the 
group enjoyed tasty 
rolls, sausages, Alison’s 
fiery dip and John P’s 
chili onions. The group 


arrived at Crawley, pick¬ 
ing up former player and 
conduit for the tour Guy 
Young. 

There was some 
debate whether the play¬ 
ers had overdone the 
aperitifs on the way 
over, but with with the 
roar of the engines tak¬ 
ing off at Gatwick less 
than a mile away the 
game kicked off at 3pm. 

The game didn't pro¬ 
duce much of a roar 
though, and a number of 
players seemed disorien¬ 
tated by their surround¬ 


ings. Nick Jones at 
scrum half produced 
some extravagant dive 
passes, on occasions to 
no one at all, but Dr 
Rhys Williams settled in 
nicely at centre for the 
first quarter. 

Crawley scored at the 
midpoint of the half with 
a penalty that had both 
linesman undecided, but 
the referee signalled it 
was over. 

Huw Rougher then 
completed an uninten¬ 
tional cross field move 
to put Cowbridge ahead. 
The forwards were 
going well but the trou¬ 
ble lay behind. 

In the second half 
Cowbridge, determined 
to win, took to the field 
with 17 men, but 15 
minutes in Crawley’s 
flanker crossed for a 
converted try. Despite a 
bewildering number of 
changes Crawley ran 
out winners 10-5. 

A golden rule to win 
on tour had been broken 
while Dr Rhys was in 
action after the match 
tending to a broken col¬ 
lar bone in the Crawley 
ranks and the broken 
arm of Howard Gibbon, 
who played the match 
with the injury. 

Crawley voted 
flanker Paul Robling 
their man of the match. 

There was a good 
welcome at the club 
after the game with 
food, a disco with sever¬ 
al old favourites to sing 
along to, and the FA Cup 
final on TV. 

The following day, 
after leaving the motor¬ 
way, driver Andy took 
the coach through beau¬ 
tiful countryside on the 
A342 to Devizes. Andy 
had been told to look out 
for a red brick building, 
but on entering the town 
said he needed help 
since almost every 
building matched that 
description. 

Rupert J Pembridge 
guided him to the 
Wadsworth Brewery and 
then into the sampling 
room, where a very 
pleasant young lady 
offered a choice of five 
beers, and after an hour 
Stuart 'Oz' James, on 
behalf of everyone, 
declared that Bishop’s 
Tipple had the thumbs 
up but Red White and 
Brew thumbs down. 

The brewery dates 
back to the late 19th cen¬ 
tury, with local pubs and 
hotels served by drays 
drawn by shire horses. 
The final stop was at 
The Plough Inn near 
Chippenham where 
everyone enjoyed a very 
fine beef dinner. 


The coach rolled into 
Cowbridge just after 
6pm and there was the 
usual debrief in The 
Duke. 

There were several 
notable absentees this 
year, gentleman you 
were missed but thanks 
as always goes to John 
Griffiths and chief 
organiser John Powell. 
A huge amount of effort 
goes into preparation 
and that produces a most 
enjoyable tour. 

Thanks also to Andy 
for driving safely there 
and back and to Guy for 
his help with the game 
and the excellent accom¬ 
modations. 

Thanks also to The 
GEM this season for 
again covering the 
games and events at the 
club. 

The season concludes 
with the club dinner this 
Friday at the clubhouse. 
The guest speaker will 
be former international 
referee and now TMO 
Derek Bevan. RV/RK 


The year-12 and 13 
Cowbridge athletes 
took part in the 
Senior Athletics 
Championships at 
Leckwith Stadium. 

Nikita John had a 
busy and productive 
afternoon coming first in 
the 1,500m, second in 
the 100m and second in 
the Discus. Nikita also 
ran the 3,000m, but as a 
non scorer, to help pace 
Fiona Bray who came 
first. 

Katie Wynne also 
came first in the 800m 
and second in the shot 
putt. Another win for 
Cowbridge came from 
Imogen Harrison who 
came first in the long 
jump. Imogen also came 
fourth in the 200m. 
Rebecca Thomas won 
the high jump and came 
second in the triple 
jump, Georgina Jackson 
came first in the 100m 
hurdles and fourth in the 
shot putt. 

Cowbridge relay team 
of Georgina Jackson, 
Romy Killick, Coryn 
Sexton and Nildta John 
came first. Other com¬ 
petitors were Romy 
Killick who came third 
in the long jump, Sophie 
Floyd came fifth in the 
200m and fourth in the 
javelin, and Coryn 
Sexton came second in 


COWBRIDGE 
bowlers were look¬ 
ing forward to 
bowling outdoors. 
But what’s this? 

It’s raining! 

The ladies have been 
hit the worst, with only 
one match played at 
Windsor, Penarth, on 
April 24, losing on all 
three rinks. 

The club event, ladies 
and men, was stopped 
because of rain. 

The mixed match 
against Penarth RR was 
actually played, with a 
88-38 win, but the annu¬ 
al trip to Saundersfoot 
for a day out and a six- 
rink mixed match was 
cancelled because of 
rain. 

Hopefully, this match 
will now be played in 
June. Both ladies match¬ 
es were cancelled this 
week, need I say why! 

The men have done a 
little better, playing their 
friendly at Gelligaled 
and winning by five 
shots on April 14, then 
not playing again until 


the javelin. 

Well done to all those 
who took part. 

Bethan Sloan and 
George Griffiths com¬ 
peted at the UK School 
games on the Olympic 
Park, the site for the 
Fondon Olympics 2012. 

They both competed 
for Wales against 
Scotland, Ireland and the 
English regions. The 
games are a mini 
Olympics in a range of 
sports. 

Bethan, year-11 at 
Cowbridge School, com¬ 
peted at the aquatic cen¬ 
tre in the 100m 
Breaststroke where she 
came third in one minute 
14.05 seconds, and 
Bethan came second in 
the 200m Breaststroke in 
a new personal best time 
of two minutes 36. 

Beth also competed 
for Wales in the Medley 
Relay where she swam 
the breaststroke leg as 
they came fourth. 
George Griffiths com¬ 
peted in the 4x100m for 
the Welsh team where 
they finished fifth. 

George said the 
Olympic Park was a fab¬ 
ulous facility and to 
compete at an Olympic 
Venue where Usain Bolt 
will be competing in 
July was a real honour. 

Well done to both Beth 
and George. 


May 2 in a Munro Cup 
match at home to 
Windsor Penarth, coping 
by three shots. 

They did win on three 
rinks, but unfortunately 
lost 8-15 on Dennis 
Snelling’s rink. 

Winning rinks were 
Gerry Floyd, Rob 
Lewis, Brian Williams 
and skip Peter Launder, 
who won 12-11. Clive 
Pritchard, David 
Williams, Ron 
Woodford and skip 
Byron Richards, won 
20-19. They were los¬ 
ing 9-19, but picked up 
11 shots in the last four 
ends. 

Terry Dinsworth, 
Danny Powell, Guy 
Morton and skip Steve 
Dickens won 15-13. 
They were also losing 
badly, 5-13, and picked 
up 10 shots to win. 

The men played again 
on Saturday in the first 
match of the Carruthers 
Shield, having a good 
win at home to Murch, 
by 120 shots to 55, with 
wins on all four rinks. 

Captain Dennis 
Snelling’s rink led the 
way with a 39-14 win, 
the other members being 
Ron Frayling, Brian 
Williams and John 
Jones. 

Norman Wilkinson, 
Rob Lewis, Colin 
Wilson and skip Roger 
Barwick won 34-12 and 
Mansel Thomas, Fen 
Taylor, Peter Launder 
and skip Byron Richards 
won 2-10. 

In the one close 
game, David Williams, 
Ron Woolford, David 
Jones and skip Mike 
Bradley won 21-19. 

The next round robin 
match is away at 
Maesteg Welfare. 



Rhys Williams was 
guest of honour at 
Cowbridge RFC’s 
presentation 
evening - read the 
full report on 
page 36. 


A rare sunny 
Saturday in this 
cricket season, and 
another win for 
Cowbridge First 
XI - an outstand¬ 
ing team perform¬ 
ance with bat and 
ball produced this 
third consecutive 
victory. 

With the skipper 
unavailable, Mike 
Lloyd took over the 
duties and duly lost the 
toss. Fortunately, that 
was the only poor deci¬ 
sion he made all after¬ 
noon. 

Cowbridge batted 
first and scored 175 
runs in the allocation of 
50 overs, and went on 
to bowl out Morriston 
for 72 runs in 35 overs. 

Mike Lloyd and Sam 
Wood opened the bat¬ 
ting and their partner¬ 
ship realised 77 runs in 
20 overs, the best of 
the season so far. Sam 
was first out, Ibw for 
28 runs, and Faris 
Rosmanizam joined 
Mike at the crease. At 
the time he was unbeat¬ 
en on 48 and soon after 
he had reached his 
half-century he was 
caught at deep mid-off 
for 52. 

Adam Wood (13) 
came in next and 
helped Faris push the 
score along, but after 
two fine fours through 
wide mid-on he was 
bowled when the score 
was 121. 

Fans went on to 
score 34 accomplished 
runs, but was out when 
the score was 148. He 
had help from Ryan 
Taylor, with a rapid 23, 
and Chris Willey. Chris 
batted on serenely, 
helping the tail to eke 
out as many runs as 
possible, and when the 


innings closed at 175 
he remained 10 no. 

It was a respectable 
total in the circum¬ 
stances with an unpre¬ 
dictable early-season 
wicket and a very slow, 
damp outfield. 

Morriston’s batsmen 
were soon in trouble 
with the first wicket 
falling in the third over 
to Tom Warner. From 
the first ball they strug¬ 
gled with the pace and 
accuracy of Tom and 
Ryan Taylor. 

For the last three 
matches Ryan has 
bowled an opening 
spell of 15 overs very 
accurately and econom¬ 
ically, but with very lit¬ 
tle good fortune. 
Yesterday his 15 overs 
cost him a miserly 33 
runs, but unluckily 
only one wicket. 

Tom Warner bowled 
his usual spell of seven 
overs that cost him just 
five runs and that first 
wicket. Amin Ramly 
took over and had a 
wicket with his first 
ball. He continued with 
his spell of 11 overs 
and ended with four 
wickets for 18 runs. 

When Taylor ended 
his 15 overs Warner 
was brought back, and 
in his last three overs 
he took four wickets 
that cost him three 
runs. His final figures 
were 10 overs, six 
maidens, eight runs and 
five wickets. This was 
a magnificent spell of 
bowling by Tom and an 
outstanding victory by 
the First XL 

Next Saturday the 
First XI travels to Port 
Talbot to play Briton 
Ferry Steel CC. The 
Second XI is at home. 
Spectators are warmly 
welcomed. 


Welsh ‘cap’ 
honour for 
under-16 
schoolboys 






Christopher Brace and James Whittingham of 
Cowbridge Comprehensive School represented 
the Welsh Schools under-16 team in matches 
against Canada and France recently. 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Bippers 

TcmiS 

VW Transpcshers 

Spfimer8 
Jun^ Vam 
UAonRemcval 
Vam 

T|ipor1fucks 
Oe^cab dh)paides 





(01656) 


660160 


Full details available on our ^ebeiie. 
www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


DL 

Vale trainers’ 
five-timer 

FOLLOWERS of Vale trainers Tim 
Vaughan and Evan Williams had plenty to 
smile about last Sunday. 

Aberthin’s Tim Vaughan scored at Uttoxeter 
with Spanish Optimist (12-1) and Paddy 
Partridge (13-8), while over at Worcester he was 
successful with Dingat (7-1). 

Williams had an across the card double win¬ 
ning with Plunkett (3-1) at Plumpton and 
DeFaoithesdream (5-6) at Worcester. 

BRIAN LEE 


C omprehensive 
school athletes 
star in event 
































ILEEKES BATHROOMS ) 

Beautiful bathrooms - designed and finished to perfection 


Unwind after a busy day wKh a specially designed bathroom from Leekes. Combining style and value 
in equal measure, our selection of affordable bathrooms will help you master the art of relaRation 
ar>d soak your stresses away. Whether you're seeking a sumptuous sanctuary with freestanding bath or 
compact cloakroom with a minimalist toiet, our experienced design consultants are on hand to rtiake your 
plam a reality. 

Creating the perfect bathroom really couldn't be simpler as our complete ^60* service encompasses 
every stage of development - from design and plannmg to estimating ar>d installatKm. 

Select your styte today and after deposit spread the cost with nothing to pay until 2013. plus up to a 
further two years interest free credit*. 



(STORAGE SOLUTIONS) 



A messy bathroom can be a 
distraction, affecting weil-eamed 
relaxation tirrw • so ample storage 
is a necessity for the ever present 
pots and jars. 

Our range of bathroom storage 
maximises every inch of available 
space and can be achieved with 
options to suit every budget from 
Casa and market leai^r Utopia. 




(HNISHING TOUCHES] 


At Leekes^ we have everything you 
need to complete your bathroom with 
co-ordinating tiles« towels, paints and 
accessories in this season's latest 
colours. Mow with up to 20% off 
when you spend over £1000 on 
your bathroom. 



The home of the best 
Bathroom brands... 





HERITAGE R©MAN 

•ATHfkOOilS 

DARYL. 


...plus, ask about our 
lowest price guarantee* 


(FREESTANDING BATHS( 



(UNDERHjOOR HEATING) 




^ BUY NOW PAY 2013 

_ PLUS up to 2 years Interest Free Credit* ^ 



► CHOICE OF STYLES ft 
FINISHES 

ft DE90I ft PlAHN^iC 

ft PHOJECT MANAGED 
INSTALLAnON 



































IIXEKKS CONSERVATORIHS, ORANGERIES Sc VER.ANDAS1 


[LEEKES RENEWABLE ENERCYl 


A room for all seasons 

Enhance your homo this summor v%tth a oonsorvatory, orangory or voraoda from Lookes • 
cresting your vory own place in the sun. With pnces startir>g from as little as £9,995 for the 
oRcusive Com range PLUS 20% off^ finishifig touches, you con odd style, spoce Ofxf value to 
your homo. 

From the initial dotign and planning to the final delalL each aepeci of your home improvement 
wll be project managed every step of the way to ensioo we meet your oKpectations. 

Contact our team to find out more atXKit our fantastic range of sites, colours and hnishee and 
to arronge your FREE no-ob&gation design consultation. 



^ Ask about " 
our affordable 
finance 


r .T /O APR 
Repreientallve 


I COMPI.KTK SKRVICK1 


A 


Leekes 

360" 

LcraniTi 

VRVifT 


► CHOICE Of STYLES a 
FINISHES 

^ OCSION a FVANNINC 

e FROJCCT MANAGCD 
eiSTAUATtON 

a to YEAR GUARANTEE 


wish to rtpnrss our gratitude for the 
grrai dedicniUmt professionahrutt attention 
to detaii and courteous amd polite manner 
your team, we uaturnHh had high estpectations 
and there haze hnm met amd rueeded, A joh 
u^Hdone.** • Mr ^ Mrs fiurke, Chippenham 


Everything you need to know about Leekes 


■ UK's largest tndependervt home 
department sto^e 

■ Award winning owned buscaet 
trading for over 100 years 

■ Huge choice of the higheei gudity products 
with constantly ervohing ranges, al under 
one roof 


Complete 360* semoe. rxiudlng design, 
planning mslallation and aftercare 


Lowetl prices guaranteed • supported by 
our n^ney back promise 


Spread the ccei with fWjiible and 
affordabio froiKe options 
Experierrced and profejsionel staff 



Super solar power 



With ever^ncreesing erwrgy prices, tok of global 
wdrmirvg and mcentivee to '90 green', renewable 
energy saving options are great new additions to 
the home • cielivering both savings on your oncrgy 
consumption and in some cases, a fantastic return on 
your inveetn>ent. 

With a proud heritage of creating beeutlful homes. 
Leekes are now also creating energy effcient homes 
ard can provide both expertise, practical support and 
of course, installation by eioperienced professionals. 

But act now as the governmem becked Feed-In tariffs 
which pay an Index inked income for the energy 
produced are likely to reduce in July. 



Contact us now for a 
FREE no obitgatson 
consultation 
appointment to 
discuss your options. 


Visit our Renewoble Energy depertmer^ in store to 
see how you can improve your environment- 


^r range Includes: 

• Solar PV 

• Rointe heating 

• LED systems 

• uPVC wtrdows 

• Draught proofirsg 

• Insulation 

• UrKierfloor heating 



Your nearest Leekes store is at: 


Llantrisant, Cowbridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU 

Telephone 0M5 DSO 8240 I For details of all our offers visit leekes.co.yk 


0 % 

APR 

■cpicseNtATtve 


• wJb f fO W flW«K frmwr%irr% A ^ »ivui W 

mUSmI Va«i ttw fMMWaiw 

OVooMTH ■» wl pwwwwkM at rtSd fc W ans fw d criy SU^oaiaa 

oi flan on Sttod fa wh roa^ Ittod ktrlara ioWtho* jnd coraofMtanM Oacaum ofioandWl ta 
■OwU.OSon •rd2DUiAjrw20t2 lOkacsimvwy b|f r'tawiacturvraxt^aHyt&^^’ci^cato-wticnV 
£od«idN if wA ae .oVcttcs avd««d<ipVf ipvMi CJSCO ** 0099 ^ 

<M*4s *^#w<ei»S44iiaei0i<ajw.<i<wrNiraond 


Leekes 

You're home 




















